BOSTON 

PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 


I 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/officialpapersprOOgrea 


IV ar  with  France. 

4 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

.//  ' 

PRESENTED 

BY  HIS  MAJESTY’S  COMMAND  , : 

/ 

to 

j 

BOTH  HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT \ 

On  Wednefday , the  lZth  of  May,  1803, 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  NEGOC  I ATION  BETWEEN  GREAT 
BRITAIN  AND  THE  FRENCH  GOVERNMENT. 


DUBLIN 2 

PRINTED  BY  j.  SHEA,  42,  COLEECE-CREEN. 


•o 


* ■* 


State  Papers,  &c. 


Tnnflation  of  No.  i.  London,  May  23,  1802. 

My  Lord — The  10th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  which, 
fixes  the  new  organization  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  having  pre- 
l'cribed  various  meaiures,  to  the  execution  of  which  it  is  necei- 
fary  that  the  two  principal  Con  tracking  Powers  (hould  concur, 
the  Firft  Conful  has  named  General  Vial  as  Minifter  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  Order  and  Ifland  of  Malta,  for  the  purpofe  of 
concerting  with  theperfon  whom  his  Britannic  Majefty  fKall  ap- 
point for  that  purpol'e,  refpedting  the  execution  of  the  arrange- 
ments agreed  upon  in  the  late  Treaty.  General  Vial  will  let 
out  on  his  deftination  as  foon  as  your  Excellency  fhall  have  in- 
formed me  of  his  Majefty’s  intentions,  and  of  the  choice  he  may 
make. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  otto. 

No.  2.'  DoWning-ftrcet,  May  24,  1802. 

Sir — In  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  yefterday,  in  which  you  com- 
municate to  me  the  nomination,  by  the  Firft;  Conful,  of  Gene- 
ral Vial  to  be  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, to  the  Order  of  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem  ; I have  thehonon 
to  inform  you  that  the  King  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint  Sir  Alex- 
ander Ball  to  be  his  Majefty's  Minifter  to  the  Order.  Sir  Alex- 
ander Ball  will  ftiorily  proceed  to  Malta,  and  will  be  inltruftcd 
to  concert  with  General  Vial  the  neceflary  meafures  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  arrangements  relative  to  that  Illahd,  which  are 
ftipulated  in  the  10th  article  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

M.  Otto,  See.  Sec.  Sec.  hawk Esr.tr ?.y. 

No.  3. — Extradl  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  St.Helens  to  Lord  Hawkelbury, 
dated  St.  Peterlburgh,  April  23,  iSoi. 

I hope  very  foon  to  be  enabled  to  re-difpatch  your  Lordfhip's 
laft  Melfenger  with  the  anfwer  of  this  government  to  the  Com- 
munications wrhich  I have  made  to  them,  in  obedience  to  his 
Majelty’s  commands,  refpefting  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens.  In  the  mean  time  I mull  not  conceal  from  your  Lord- 
ftiip,  that  there  is 'great  reafon  to  fear  that  his  Imperial  Majefty 
will  decline  taking  part  in  the  propofed  joint  gauranty  of  the 
poflefiftons  and  new  Conftitution  of  the  Order  of  Malta. 
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jjQ#  — Extradfc  of  a difpatch  from  Lord  St.  Helen*  to  Lord  Hawkef* 
btiry,  dated  Peterfburgh,  May  7,  1801. 

1 have  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  firlt  impreflions  that  had  been 
produced  here  by  certain  parts  of  the  arrangement  relative  to 
Malta,  have  been  removed  ; and  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  may 
even  be  ultimately  induced  to  gauranty  the  whole  of  that  ar- 
rangement ; provided  that  the  fteps  which  have  been  taken  to- 
wards the  election  of  a new  Grand  Mailer,  according  to  the  mode 
fuggefled  by  this  Court,  beconfidered  as  fulfilling  what  is  requir- 
ed on  that  head  by  the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  of  the  tenth 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens;  and  confequently  that  no  new 
election  for  that  Office  is  to  take  place  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  by  the  former  part  of  the  fame  llipulation. 

No.  5.  Downing-ftreet,  June 5,  1802. 

Sir — I informed  you  that  M.  Otto  had  made  an  official  com- 
munication to  me,  that  General  Vial  was  appointed  by  the 
Firlt  Conful  Mini  tier  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerufalem.  Sir  Alexander  Ball  has  been  in  confequence  in- 
vented with  the  fame  character  by  his  Majelty.  He  will  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Malta,  and  he  will  receive  infirudlions  to 
eoncert  with  General  Vial  the  belt  means  of  carrying  into 
complete  effeft  the  ftipulations  contained  in  the  loth  Article 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty.  By  the  paragraph  marked  No.  1.  in 
that  Article,  it  is  ftipulated  : 

“ The  Knights  of  the  Order,  whofe  langues  fhall  continue  to 
“ fubfift  after  the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications  of  the  prefent 
“ Treaty,  are  invi;ed  to  return  to  Malta  as  foon  as  that  exchange 
“ fhall  have  taken  place  : They  fhall  there  form  a General 
“ Chapter,  and  fhall  proceed  to  the  eledlion  of  a Ghand  Mailer, 
“ to  be  chofen  from  amongil  the  natives  of  thol'e  natio'ns  which 
**  preferve  langues,  if  no  fuch  eleflion  fhall  have  been  already 
**  made  fince  the  exchange  of  the  Ratifications  of  the  Prelimi- 

nary  Articles  of  Peace. 

The  objedt  of  this  paragraph  w>as,  that  in  the  event  of  an 
election  having  taken  place  fubfequent  to  the  exchange  of  the 
Ratification  of  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace,  and  antecedent 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  that  election  fhould 
beconfidered  as  valid  ; and  though  no  mention  is  made  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  proclamation  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffi a foon  after 
his  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  by  which  the  Knights  of  the  Or- 
der were  invited  to  afiemble,  and  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
Grand  Maher,  the  llipulation  in  quellion  evidently  referred  to 
the  contingency  of  an  election  taking  place  on  the  Continent  in 
confequence  of  that  proclamation. 

You' will  inform  the  French  Government,  that  his  Majefty  is 
ready  toconfider  the  eiedtion  which  has  lately  taken  place  at  St. 
Petericurgh,-  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Emperor  of  Riiffia,  to 
be  valid,  according  to  the  llipulation  in  the  10th  Article. 

His 
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His  MajePy  has  no  other  object  in  the  whole  of  this  tranfadli- 
on,  than  that  the  loth  .Article  of  the  Treaty  may  be  fairly  exe- 
cuted ; and  that  the  arrangement  may  be  carried  into  complete 
execution  with  as  little  difficulty  as  pollible. 

As  the  13th  paragraph  in  the  10th  Article  Pipulates  that  the 
Government  of  Auftria,  RuPia,  and  Pruftia,  fhould  be  invited 
to  accede  to  the  arrangements  refpediing  Malta,  it  is  defirable 
that  the  French  Government  fhould  inPrudf,  without  delay,  their 
Ambaffadorsor  Miniilers  at  Vienna,  Peterfburgh  and  Berlin,  to 
make,  conjointly,  with  his  Majefly's  MiniPers  at  thofe  Courts, 
an  official  communication,  defiring  the  accellion  of  thole  Powers 
to  the  arrangement  relative  to  Malta  in  the  Definitive  Treaty  ; 
by  which  it  is  provided  that  the  independence  of  the  ifland  and 
the  other  Populations,  fiiall  be  under  the  guarantee  ot  thofe 
Powers,  in  conjunction  with  his  MajePy,  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  the  King  of  Spain.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  • 
(Signed)  “ hawkeseurt. 

Anthony  Merry,  &c.  &c.’* 

No.  6 — Extradt  of  a Difpateh  from  Anthony  Merry,  Ef<j.  to  Lord  Hawkci- 
bury,  Dated  Paris,  June  17,  1 802. 

I have  now  the  honour  to  tranl’mit  to  your  Lordffiip,  inclofed, 
copy  of  an  anfvver  which  reached  me  laP  night,  (though  dated 
eight  days  back),  from  the  French  MiniPer,  to  the  note  verbale 
which  I delivered  to  him,  containing  his  MajePy ’s  propofitions 
refpedfing  the  execution  of  l'ome  points  of  the  arrangements  re- 
lative to  Malta,  contained  in  the  10th  Article  of  the  definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace.  You  will  find  the  entire  acquiefcence  of  this 
Government  to  thofe  propofitions,  exprefied  in  a very  fatislac- 
tory  manner, 

(Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  5.) 

His  Britannic  MajePy’s  MiniPer  Plenipotentiary  has  the  ho- 
nour to  tranfmit  herewith  to  Citizen  Talleyrand,  MiniPer  for 
the  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French  Republic,  the  “ ^STote  Ver- 
bale"  of  the  communication  he  has  been  ordered  to  make  to  him 
by  his  Government,  who  are  defirous  that  the  propofals  it  con- 
tains may  be  acceptable  to  the  French  Government  ; and  they 
rnay  be  allured,  that  the  Britiffi  Government,  in  making  thefe  ’ 
propoials,  have  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  facilitate,  in  the 
eafielt  manner,  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  to 
act  in  this  refpect  in  perfedt  harmony  with  the  French  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Merry  has  the  honour  to  renew,  on  this  occafion,  the  af- 
furances  of  his  high  confideration  for  M.  Talleyrand. 

(Signed)  * ant.  merrvt. 

Paris,  8th  June,  x 802. 

The  Citizen  MiniPer  for  Foreign  Affairs  will  find  inclofed  a 
liP  of  fuffrages  obtained  from  (everal  Priories  of  the  Oraei;of  Si. 
John  of  Jerufalem,  for  the  election  of  a Grand  MaPer,  which 
has  been  received  from  St.  Peterffiurgh  by  the  Britiffi  Govern- 
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*nent,  'with  the  notice  that  thefe  Priories  have  agreed  among 
themfelves,  that  his  Efolinefs  the  Pope  /hall  felecl  (pro  hac 
vice),  from  amongft  the  Candidates  therein  fpecified,  the  Perfon 
who  is  to  fill  the  poft  of  Grand  Matter. 

His  Britannic  Majefty  on  his  part,  is  willing  to  confider  an  elec- 
tion fo  made  as  valid,  according  to  the  llipulations  of  the  loth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

His  Majefty  therefore  is  ready  to  acknowledge,  in  quality, of 
Grand  Matter,  the  perfon  whom  the  Pope  fhall  think  proper  to 
fix  upon,  from  amongft  the  names  contained  in  that  lift. 

His  Majefty  has  no  other  end  in  view  in  this  than  to  fee  the 
30th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  duly  fulfilled,  and  the  ar- 
rangement it  contains  executed  with  as  little  difficulty  aspoliible. 

It  is  ftipulated  by  the  13th  paragraph  of  the  fame  article,  tlvac 
the  Auftrian,  Ruftian,  and  Pruflian  Governments,  fhall  be  foli- 
cited  to  accede  to  the  faid  arrangement. 

The  Britifh  Government  is  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  proper 
for  that  of  France  to  fend  without  delay  inftrudtions  to  their 
Mlnifters  at  Vienna,  Peterfburgh,  and  Berlin,  to  make  conjoint- 
ly with  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Minifters  a communication  to 
thofe  Powers,  in  which  they  fhould  be  invited  to  accede  to  the 
arrangement  refpecting  Malta,  by  which  the  independence  of  the 
iiland,  and  the  other  llipulations  relative  thereto,  are  placed  un- 
der the  protection  and  guarantee  of  thofe  powers  conjointly  with 
their  Britannic  and  Catholic  Majeflies,  and  the  French  Republic, 

Tranflation, 

The  underlined,  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honour 
to  tranfmit  to  M.  Merry,  his  Britannic  Majefty ’s  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary, his  anfwertothe  Note  Verbale  which  headdreff- 
ed  to  him  on  the  Eighth  Prairial.  He  doubts  not  that  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Minifters  will  fee  in  this  anfwer  a new  proof  of  the  con- 
ilant’  difpofitions  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  come  to  an  agreement 
with  the  Englifh  Government,  for  the  fecuring  and  facilitating 
the  execution  of  the  refpedlive  claufes  of  the  treaty  which  has 
re  eftablilhed  peace  between  the  two  States, 

The  Underfigned  has  the  honour  to  renew  to  M.  Merry  the  af- 
furance  of  his  high  confederation. 

(Signed)  chau,  mau.  tallsyrand. 

Paris,  2©th  Prairial,  Year  10, 

[The  Miniftjer  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French  Republic 
has  received  the  communication  which  has  been  made  to  him  by 
his  Britannic  MajefiyJs  Minifters  Plenipotentiary,  of  the  lift  of 
the  candidates  nominated  by  the  Votes  of  the  different  Priories  to 
the  Grand  Mafterlhip  of  the  Order  of  Malta  ; and  he  has  fub- 
mttted  to  the  Firft  Conful  the  propofal  concerted  between  the 
priories  of  the  Order,  and  approved  by  his  Britannic  Majefty, 


(5  ) 

,of  fubmitting  (pro  bac  vice)  to  his  Holinefs  the  choice  among  the 
proposed  candidates. 

The  F'irft  Conful  has  no  other  objeft  in  whatever  relates  to 
the  Order  of  Malta,  than  to  fee  the  loth  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens  duly  executed,  and  to  remove  all  theobftables  which 
might  render  that  execution  tardy  qr  dilHcult.  He  moreover  de- 
li res  equally  with  his  Brita'nnic  Majefty,  that  France  and  Eng- 
land Ihould  ael  in  concert,  in  order  the  better  to  Tenure  the  inde- 
pendence and  the  organ ifa lion  of  the  Order  of  Malta  He 
therefore  confents  that  the  choice  of  its  Grand  Mailer,  from  the 
candidates  pro  poled  by  the  Votes  of  the  Priories,  Ihould  for  tfye 
time  be  lubmitted  to  his  Holineis. 

As  to  the  13th  paragraph  ot  tne  fame  Article,  refpefting  the 
acceiEon  of  the  Powers,  the  Firit  Coniul  thinks  with  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty,  that  the  Powers  Ihould  be  invited  to  give  their  con- 
fent  to  the  arrangements  agreed  upon  ; and  the  French  Minilt ers 
at  the  Courts  of  Auftria,  Ruili-a,  and  Pruffia  fhall  confequept- 
ly  receive  orders  to  take,  conjointly  with  his  Britannic  Majefry’s 
Minifters, , the  neceffary  fteps  for  obtaining  the  acceffion  provi- 
ded by  the  10th  Article,  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.j 
Paris,  icth  of  Prairial  Year  10. 

No.  j.  Paris,-  June  4,  1 802. 

My  Lord— -I  had  occafion  to  fee  M-Talleyrand  yefterday  a £■ 
ternooon,  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  to  him,  by  appoint- 
ment, fome  Englilli  Gentlemen,  previoully  to  their  prelentati- 
on  to-day  to  the  Firft  Conful. 

Having  gone  iirft  alone  into  the  Minifter’s  Cabinet,  he  faid, 
that  he  had  been  directed  by  General  Bonaparte,  to  represent  to 
me  feveral  circumftances  which  ftood  very  much  in  the  way  of 
that  perfect  reconciliation  and  good  undemanding  between  the 
two  Countries-and  their  Governments, which  it  was  the  Firft  Con- 
fuPs  lincere  wiftt  to  fee  re  eftablifhed,  in  order  that  fuch  obfta- 
cles  might  be  removed  before  the  arrival  in  London  of  the  French. 
Amba/Tador;  becaufe  although  the  circumftances  in  quefticn, 
had  already  produced  a very  difagreeable  effect,  whilft  only  M. 
Otto,  as  Minifter,  had  to  witnefs  them,  they  would  acquire  a 
great  addition  of  force  if  they  Ihould  ftill  exiit  when  the  Am- 
baffador  Ihould  be  prefent;  and  lince  the  Firft  Conful  had  given 
orders  for  General  Andreofti  to  proceed  to  his  deftination  with  as 
little  delay  as  polftble,  he  wilhed  that  I Ihould  take  an  early  op- 
portunity to  give  an  account  to  your  Lord/hip  of  the  obfervati- 
ons  which  he  was  charged  to  make  to  me. 

After  a preface  to  this  effect,  M.  Talleyrand  proceeded  to 
ftate  to  me,  that  the  accounts  which  M.  Otto  had  tranfmitted  of 
the  difguft  and  inconvenience  which  he  could  not  but  feel  and 
experience  at  meeting  frequently  at  his  Majefty ’s  Court  and  at 
other  places,  the  French  Princes,  and  fome  French  perfons  ftill 
decorated  with  the  Infignia  of  French  Orders  which  no  longer 
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pxifted  *,  and  at  feeing  the  countenance  and  fupport  which  conti- 
nued to  I e given  in  England,  to  what  he  termed  the  ci  devant 
French  Bifhops,  as  well  as  to  other  Perfons  (he  here  mentioned 
Georges)  inimical  to  the  prefent  Government  of  France,  hadaf 
fecled  fo  ftrongly  the  Firft  Conful,  and  were  in  fa6t  fo  calculated 
to  prevent  that  fyftem  of  cordiality  which  he  was  anxious  to  fee 
eftablifhed,  that  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  exprefshis  wiih, 
that  his  Majelty’s  Government  might  be  difpofed  to  remove  out 
of  the  Britifh  Dominions,  all  the  French  Princes  and  their  ad- 
herents, together  w’ith  the  French  Bifhops,  and  other  French 
individuals  whofe  political  principles  and  conduct  muit  neceffari- 
}y  occafion  great  jealoufy  to  the  French  Government.  He  conti- 
nued to  obferve,  that  the  protection  and  favour  which  all  the 
perfons  in  queflion  continued  to  meet  with,  in  a Country  foclofe 
a neighbour  to  France,  muff  alone  be  always  confidered  as  an  en- 
couragement to  the  difafeCted  here,  even  without  thofe 
perfons  themfelves  being  guiltv  of  any  a£ts  tending  to  fo- 
ment frefh  difturbances  in  this  Country-,  but  that  the  Govern- 
ment here,  poffefted  proofs  of  the  abufe  which  they  were  now 
making  of  the  protection  which  they  enjoyed  in  England,  and 
of  the  advantage  they  were  taking  of  the  vicinity  of  their  fixa- 
tion to  France,  by  being  really  guilty  of  fuch  a<fts,  fince  feveral 
printed  papers  had  lately  been  intercepted*,  which  it  was  known 
they  had  lent,  and  caufed  to  be  circulated  in  France,  and  which 
had  for  object,  to  create  on  oppofition  to  the  Government.  I 
cannot,  my  Lord,  do  better  than  refer  you  to  what  you  will  have 
read  in  thp  French  official  paper  of  the  day  before  yefterday,  un- 
der the  Article  of  Paris,  for  the  exaCl  text  of  M.  Talleyrand’s 
difcourfe  upon  this  ftibjeCt,  which  he  concluded  by  faying,  that 
he  thought  the  residence  of  Louis  the  XVIII.  was  now  the  pro- 
per place  for  that  of  the  reft  of  the  family,  and  that  I might 
add  this  fuggeftion  in  my  report  to  your  lordfhip. 

Ianfwered  the  French  Minifter,  that  without  any  reference  to 
yqu,  I could  affure  him  that  the  praCtifes  of  the  French  reftding 
in  England,  of  which  he  complained,  had  not  been  encouraged, 
nor  would  be  countenanced  by  his  Majeity’s  Government,  which 
was  as  fincerely  difpofed  to  cultivate  harmony  and  a good  under- 
itanding  between  the  two  countries,  as  he  had  reprefented  the 
Firft  Conful  to  be  *?  but  that  I could  by  no  means  fay  how  far 
they  would  be  difpofed  to  adopt  the  meafures  which  he  had  inti- 
mated it  to  be  General  Bonaparte’s  wilh  that  they  fhould  pur- 
fue,  in  order  to  remove  fo  effectually  every  thing  which  might 
not  perhaps  be  confidered  equally  by  them,  as  giving  juft  caufe 
of  offence  or  jealoufy  to  France. 

M.  Talleyrand  did  not  rejoin  upon  the  matter ; but  afked  me 
when  I propofed  writing.  Upon  my  replying  I fhould  lofe  no 
time,  he  laid,  that  if  I fhould  write  as  to-day,  he  would  avail 

himfejf 
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himfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  convey  a letter  to  M.  Otto.  I have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  (Signed)  A.  Merry. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawkertuiry,  fep.  &c.  &c 

No  8.  Downing-ltreet,  June  :0,  1801. 

Sir — Your  difpatches  of  the  4m  inftant  were  received  on 
Monday  night,  and  have  been  laid  before  he  King. 

The  account  given  in  that  difpatch  of  the  converfation  which. 
paffecl  on  the  3d  inftant,  between  you  and  M.  Talleyrand,  re- 
fpeCting  the  French  Princes  arid  their  adherents,  would  have 
afforded  here  confiderable  furprife,  if  his  Majefty 's  Government 
had  not  in  fome  degree  been  prepared  for  it  by  information 
which  had  been  previously  received:  from  the  manner,  however, 
in  W'hich  this  fubjeft  has  been  mentioned  to  you,  it  is  important 
that  y.ou  fhouid  take  a proper  opportunity  to  explain  candidly 
and  fairly  to  the  French  Government  the  line  of  conduct  which 
his  Majefty  feels  it  to  be  his  duty  to  purfue  in  this  very  delicate 
bufinefs.  His  Majefty  would  certainly  confider  it  inconfiftent 
with  both  the  letter  and  fpirt  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  between  him 
and  the  French  Republic,  to  encourage  or  countenance  any 
projects  that  might  be  hoftiie  to  the  prefent  Government  of 
France.  He  is  iincerely  d'efirous  that  the  peace  which  has 
been  concluded  may  be  permanent,  and  may  lead  to  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  a lyftem  of  good  underftanding  and  harmony  between 
the  two  countries.  With  thefe  fentiments  he  is  difpofed  to  em- 
ploy all  the  means  in  his  power  to  guard  againft  any  cir- 
cumftance  which  can  have  the  effect  of  difturbing  the  tranquil- 
lity that  has  been  fo  happily  reftored ; and  he  Certainly  experts 
that  all  foreigners  who  may  refide  within  his  dominions,  fhouid 
not  only  hold  a conduit  conformable  to  the  law's  of  the  country, 
but  fhouid  abftain  from  attempting  what  may  be  hoftiie  to  the 
Government  of  any  country  with  which  his  Majefty  may  be  at 
peace.  As  long,  however,  as  they  conduit  themfelves  according 
to  thefe  principles,  his  Majefty  would  feel  it  inconfiltent  with 
his  dignity,  with  his  honour,  and  with  the  common  laws  ofhof- 
pitality,  to  deprive  them  of  tnat  protection  w'hich  individuals  re- 
f dent  in  his  dominions  can  only  forfeit  by  their  own  mifconduit. 
The  greater  part  of  perfons  to  whom  allufion  has  been  made  in 
M.  Talleyrand’s  converfation  with  you,  are  living  m retirement, 
and  his  Majefty  has  no  reafon  whatever  to  fuppofe  that  fince 
the  conclufion  of  peace  they  have  availed  themfelves  of  their 
refidence  in  this  country  to  promote  any  defigns  injurious  to  the 
Government  of  France.  I have  the  honour  to  be.  See. 

(Signed)  Ha  wKessrRY. 

Anthony  Merry,  Efq,  &c.  See.  &c. 

(No-  9.)  Paris,  June  17,  i8oz. 

My  Lord — I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordlhip,  tha<t 
I have  executed  the  initrudlions  given  me  by  your  fecret  and 
confidential  difpatch  (No.  14.)  in  confequence  of  the  communi- 
cation 
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cation  from  M.  Talleyrand,,  which  I tranfmitted  in  my  Number 
2’,  respecting  the  refldence  of  the  French  Princes,  and  otner 
French  perfons  in  his  Majefty’s  dominions. 

In  delivering  my  anfvver  on  this  buiinefs  to  the  French  Mi- 
nifter,  I took  care  to  exprefs,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the  affu- 
rances  which  your  Lordfbip  has  authorized  me  to  give  of  his 
Majefty’s  fincere  defire  that  the  peace  which  has  happily  been 
concluded  fhould  be  permanent,  and  that  it  fhould  lead  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  a fyftem  of  harmony  and  good  underitanding 
between  the  two  countries;  and  that,  as  his  majefty’s  conduct 
would,  in  every  refpect,  be  guided  by  thofe  fentiments,  he  of* 
courle  would  not  tolerate,  much  lefs  encourage,  any  proceedings 
on  the  part  of  perfons  within  his  dominions,  which  might  be 
hoflile  to  the  prefent  Government  of  France;  which  afiurances 
might,  I trufted,  be  fuilicient  to  tranquillize  and  fatisfy  the  Firft 
Conful,  without  recurring  to  the  meafures  which  had  been  inti- 
mated to  me,  and  which  could  not  but  be  confidered  as  inconfift- 
ent  with  his  majefty’s  dignity  and  honour,  as  well  as  with  the 
common  laws  of  hofpitaiity,  which  he  could  not  but  obferve 
towards  foreigners  within  his  dominions,  until  they,  fhould  have 
forfeited  that  protection  by  their  mifcondudt. 

M.  Talleyrand  expreffed  to  me  in  reply,  that  the  Firft  Conful 
had  iolicited  no  more  tnan  the  Bridfli  Government  itfelf  had,  at 
the  time,  demanded  of  France,  .when  the  Pretender  was  in  this 
Country,  and  then  had  been  praffifed  between  other  Govern- 
ments under  fimflar  circumstances:  that  he  could  not  fee  any 
humiliation  in  the  meafure  which  he  had  intimated  to  ,me  ; that 
he  could  allure  me  it  had  not  been  fuggefted  yvith  any  iuch  idea  ; 
and  that  he  could  only  repeat,  that  the  adoption  of  it  would  be 
in  the  high  eft  degree  agreeable  and  fatisfacfory  to  the  Firft 
Conful,  and  be  confidered  by  him  as  the  mod  convincing  proof 
of  his  majefty’s  difpofiiion  to  fee  a cordial  good  underftanding 
. eft'abiilhed  between  the  two  Countries;  concluding  his  anlwer 
with  a requeft  that  I v.ould  report  it  to  your  Lordfbip 

I rejoined  upon  the  fubj^ct  by  obierving  to  the  French  mi- 
nuter, that  even  without  adverting  to  the  ferious  confideration 
of  the  King's  dignity  and  honour,  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
England  were  to  be  taken  into  account  on  the  occafion  : that  he 
mult  be  ienfibletne  relative  fituation  hitherto,  of  the  two  Coun- 
tries, efpecially  in  regard  to  trade,  afforded  his  majeity ’s  iubjeds 
no  room  to  reap  thofe  advantages  which  were  common  to,  and 
which  were  always  expected  from  a ftate.  of  peace,  and  that  it 
therefore  appeared  10  me  that  the  Firft;  Conful.  would  equally 
give  a proof  of  his  difpofition  to  fee  harmony  and  a friendly  in- 
ttrcourfe  re  efta.bli.fhed  between  the  two  Nations,  by  -not  re- 
peat ing  his  wifh  upon  a matter  which  would  operate  in  the 
llrongeft  manner  againfl  fuch  an  approximation  and  reconcilia- 
tion of  fentiments,  were  it  even  only  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  his  majefty’s  fubjefb. 
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T am  happy,  mv  Lord,  to  fav,  that  3VI.  Talleyrand  (hewed  no 
warmth,  or  .mv  very  marked  eagernefs,  in  his  manner  of  reply- 
ing ro  n y communication  ; and  that  our  onverfation  on  this 
head  reiminated  with  the  Iuft  remarks  I made  to  him,  when  he 
changed  it  to  another  fu  bjeX.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  Anthony  merry. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Hawkefbury,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Tranflation  of  No.  13.  Portman-fquare,  July  25,  1802. 

My  Lord — I tranfmitted  fome  time  ago,  to  Mr.  Hammond, 
a number  of  Peltier,  containing  the  mod  grofs  calumnies  againft 
the  French  Government,  and  agiinfi  the  whole  nation;  and  I 
observed,  that  I lliould  probably  receive  an  order  to  demand  the 
punifhmen't  of  fuch  an  abufe  of  the  Prefs.  That  order  is  aXit- 
ally  arrived,  and" I cannot  conceal  from  you,  my  Lord,  that  the 
reiterated  infults  <>t  a fmall  number  of  Foreigners,  a (Tern  bled  in 
London  to  confpire  againft  the  French  Government,  produce 
the  mod  unfavourable  effects,  on  the  good  undemanding  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  Even  though  the  firft  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens  had  not  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  that 
refpeX,  which  two  independent  nations  owe  to  each  other  ; the 
general  maxims  of  the  law  of  nations  would  formally  condemn 
1b  revolting  an  abufe  of  the  liberty  of  the  Prefs.  It  cannot  be 
believed  that  the  law  would  give  more  latitude  ro  a libellift  than 
to  any  other  individual,  who,  without  declaration  of  war,  fliould 
permit  himfelf  to  violate  the  duties  of  good  neighbourhood. 
The  offence  in  queflion  is  fo  much  the  more  ferious ; as  its  ob- 
ject is  evidently  to  difturb  the  harmony  which  fubfifts  between 
the  two  Governments. 

It  is  not  to  Peltier  alone,  but  to  the  editor  of  the  “ Courier  de 
Londres,”  to  Cobber,  and  to  other  writers  who  refemble  them, 
that  f have  to  direX  the  attention  of  his  Majefty’s  government. 
The  perfidious  and  malevolent  publications  ot  thefe  men,  are  in 
open  conrradiXion  to  the  principles  of  peace,  and  if  it  could 
ever  enter  into  the  mind  of  the  French  Government  to  permit 
retaliation,  writers  would  doubtlefs  be  found  in  France,  willing 
to  avenge  their  countrymen  by  filling  their  pages  with  odious 
reflexions  on  the  mod  refpeXable  perions,  and  on  the  deareft 
inftitutions  of  Great  Britain. 

The  want  of  pofitive  laws  againft  thefe  forts  of  offences  can- 
not palliate  the  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  according  to 
which  peace  fliould  put  a flop  to  all  fpecies  of  hofliliii.es  ; and 
doubtlefs  thofe  which  wound  the  honour  and  reputation  of  a 
government,  and  which  tend  to  caufe  a revolt  of  the  people-, 
u hofe  in  erefts  are  confided  to  that  government,  are  the  moft  apt 
to  ieflln  the  advantages  of  peace,  and  to  keep  up  national  re- 
fentments. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  8ec.  (Signed)  otto. 

To  his  Excellency  Lord  Hawkefbury,  Minifler  and 

Secretary  of  Sta*e  for  the  Foreign  Department. 
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No.  ir.  Downing-ftreet,  July  a 8,  1802. 

Sir — I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
tetter  00  the  fuhjeft  of  the  lad  number  of  Peltier.  It  is  impof- 
fible  that  his  Majedy’s  government  cduld  perufe  the  article  in 
quedion  without  the  greateft  difpleafure,  and  without  an  anxious 
defire  that  the  perfon  who  publiflied  it  fliould  fufFer  the  punifh- 
ment  he  fo  judly  deferves.  The  calumnies,  however,  to  which 
his  Majedy’s  government,  and  many  of  the  bed  fubjc&s  in  this 
country,  are  frequently  expoftd  in  the  public  prints,  mud  ne- 
Cedarily  convince  all  foreign  governments  of  the  (iifficulties 
which  exid  in  a conditution  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  in  pre- 
venting the  abufe  which  is  often  unavoidably  attendant  on  the 
greateft  of  all  political  benefits;  and  though  publications  of  this 
nature  are,  as  they  certainly  ought  to  be,  by  the  law  of  England, 
fubjedl  to  piinifhment,  it  is  often  difficult  to  prove  the  guilt 
•f  an  individual  fo  fatisfaftorily  as  ’o  obtain  the  judgment  of  a 
court  of  judice  ; and  the  inconvenience  which  arifes  from  pro- 
fecution,  unlefs  there  is  a reafonable  profpefi  of  fuccefs,  is  fre- 
quently fufficient  to  deter  both  the  government  and  individuals 
from  undertaking  it.  In  the  prefent  cafe  1 have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  refer  the  article  in  queftion  to  his  Majtfty’s  Attorney 
General,  for  his  opinion,  whether  it  is  or  is  not  a libel,  accord- 
ing to  the  condru&ion  of  the  law  of  England,  and  whether  it  is 
fuch  a libel  as  he  would,  under  all  the  circumftances,  recom- 
mend for  prolecution  ? As  foon  as  I receive  his  report,  I (ball 
have  the  honour  of  communicating  it  to  you.  I have  the  ho- 
nour to  I e,  &c.  (Signed)  hawkesbur  y. 

M.  Otto,'&c.  &c.  dec. 

Tranflation  of  No.  12. Note. 

The  underfigned  Minider  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
public having  fubmitted  to  his  Government  the  letter  which  his 
Excellency  Lord  Hawktfoury,  Minider  and  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  of  his  Brtianoic  Mnjefty,  did  him  the  honour  of  writ- 
ing under  date  of  the  27th  Juiy,  is  dire&ed  to  offer  the  following 
obfervations : 

If  the  Britifh  Government  to’erates  cenfures  upon  the  a£ts  of 
its  Adminidration,  and  the  perfonal  abufe  of  the  mod  refpe^la- 
ble  men,  it  does  not  fufFer  even  the  flighted  attempt  againft  the 
public  tranquility,  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire  and  the 
fupreme  authority  which  arifes  from  them.  Every  nation  is, 
moreover,  at  liberty  to  facrifice  any  advantage  whatever  in  its 
interior,  in  order  ro  obtain  another  to  which  it  attaches  a higher 
value;  but  the  Government  which  does  not  reprefs  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  prefs  when  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  honour  or 
the  infereds  of  foreign  powers,  would  afford  an  opportunity  for 
jibeliids  to  endanger  the  public  tranquility,  or  at  lead  the  good 
underfranding  that  forms  the  bafis'of  ir,  and  whenever  fuch  fe- 
riotis  injuries  are  continued  in  a regular  and  fyftematic  manner, 
doubts  mud  arife  as  to  its  own' difpo'fitions. 
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The  particular  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain  are  fub- 
ordinate  to  the  general  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  which 
fuperfcde  the  laws  of  each  individual  State.  If  it  be  the  right 
of  Engjand  to  allow  the  mo.ft  extenfive  liberty  to  the  prefs,  it  is 
a public  right  ol  polifhed  nations,  and  the  bounden  duty  of 
Governments  to  prevent,  reprefs,  and  punifh,  every  attack 
which  might  by  thofe  means  bewsade  againft  the  rights,  the  in- 
ter- fb,  and  the  honour  of  foreign  powers. 

This  general  maxim  of  the  law  of  nations  has  never  been  mif- 
tskcn  without  paving  the  way  for  the  greateft  divifions,  and  has 
even  furoiftied  in  England  a plaufible  pretext  to  thole  who  have 
written  volumes  to  prove  the  nectftity  of  the  laft  «war  againft 
France.  Are  thefe  men  now  defiroys  of  prefenting  to  the  Ccn- 
fular  Government  a weapon  which  they  have  wielded  with  fo 
much  addrefs?  and  can  they  flitter  themfelves  that  the  authority 
which  Itas  figned  the  peace  has  not  power  to  maintain  it ! 

By  the  firft  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amieus,  the  two  powers 
agree  to  afford  no  protection,  either  dire&ly  or  indirectly,  to  thole 
who  ffiould  caufe  prejudice  to  any  of  them. 

But  the  greatrft  of  all  injuries  doubtlefs  is,  that  which  tends 
to  debafe  a Foreign  Government,  or  to  excite  within  its  territory- 
civil  and  religious  commotions ; and  the  moll  decided  of  all  pro- 
tections, is  that  which  places  under  the  lafeguard  of  the  laws, 
men  who  feek  not  only  to  difturb  the  political  tranquility  of  Eu- 
rope, but  eve  n to  diflolve  the  firft  bonds  of  lociety. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  rnuft  moreover  obferve,  that  this 
is  not  a question  refpeCting  fame  paragraphs,  which,  through  the 
inadvertence  of  an  Editor,  might  have  been  accidentally  inserted 
in  a public  print;  but  it  is  a queftion  of  a deep  and  continued 
fvftem  of  defamation,  directed  not  only  againft  the  Chief  of  the 
French  Republic,  but  againft  all  the  conftituted  authorities  of 
the  Republic,  againft  the  whole  nation,  represented  by  thefe 
libellers  in  the  "mb ft  odious  and  degrading  terms.  It  has  ever 
been  remarked  that  many  of  thef^  prints  contain  an  appeal  to  the 
French  People,  againft  the  Government  and  fundamental  Laws 
of  their  country. 

If  thefe  obfervations  apply  to  the  Englifti  writers,  who,  f«r 
thele  three  months  paft,  have  deluged  the  public  with  the  moll; 
perfidious  and  unbecoming  publications,  they  are  ftill  more  ap- 
plicable to  a clafs  of  foreign  calumniators,  who  appear  to  avail 
tnemfelves  of  the  afylum  offered  them  in  England  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  the  better  gratifying  their  hatred  2gainft  France,  and 
undermining  the  foundations  of  peace. 

It  is  not  merely  by  infulting  and  feditious  writings  evidently 
publiflied  with  a view  to  circulation  in  France  but  by  other  in- 
cendiary papers  diftributed  through  the  maritime  departments, 
in  order  to  excite  the  evil  difpofed  or  weak  inhabitants  to  refift 
the  execution  of  th  z concordat e,  that  thefe  implacable  enemies  of 
France  continued  to  exercife  hoftilities,  and  to  provoke  tta? 
juft  indignation  of  the  French  Government  and  people..  Not 
a doubt  exifts  of  thefe  writings  having  been  composed  and  cir- 
culated by  Georges,  and  by  the  former  biftiops  of  France 
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Thefe  men  can  no  longer  be  cpnfidercd  but  as  rebels  againft 
both  political  and  religious  authority  ; and  after  their  reiterated 
attempts  to  difturb  the  good  underltanding  between  the  two  ( Go- 
vernments, their  refidence  in  England  militates  openly  againft 
the  Ipirit  and  treaty  of  the  letter  of  peace. 

The  meetings  which  have  likewife  taken  place  in  the  IHand  of 
Jerfey,  and  the  odious  plots  which  ^re  there  framed,  in  ( pi te  of 
the  reprelentations  which  the  Underlined  Miniftev  has  already 
taken  care  to  make  on  this  fubjedt,  alfa  demand  immediate  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  by  Government,  the  neighbour  and  friend  of 
France. 

Other  perfons  (attached,  by  recoiled  ions  never  to  be  effaced, 
and  by  regrets  too  long  foftered,  to  an  order  of  things  which  no 
longer  exifts  in  France)  find  themfelves  daily  implicated  by  the 
plots  of  thofe  who  pretend  to  ferve  them.  A fenfe  of  their  o v.  n 
reputation  will  without  doubt  lead  them  to  avoid  a. focus  of  in- 
trigues, with  which  they  ought  not  to  have  the  leaft  connection. 

Peace  happily  re-eftablilhed,  the  mutual  delire  of  the  two 
Governments  to  render  it  folid  and  iafting,  and  the  general  inte- 
refts  of  humanity,  require  that  all  thefe  caufes  of  diflatisfaClion 
Should  be  done  away,  and  that  His  Majefty’s  M'niftry  fhould, 
by  frank  and  energetic  meafures,  manifell  their  disapprobation  ot 
all  the  attempts  made  to  produce  new  divifions 

The  under ligned  has  in  confeauence  received  fpecial  orders  to 
folicit  : 

ill.  That  His  Majefty’s  Government  will  adopt  the  moll  ef- 
feCiual  meafures  to  put  a Hop  to  the  unbecoming  and  feditious 
publications  with  which  the  newfpapers  and  other  writings  print- 
ed in  England  are  filled. 

2d  That  the  individuals  mentioned  in  the  underlined  Mi- 
niiter’s  letter  of  the  23d  July  laft,  ihail  be  lent  out  of  the  Ijland 
of  Jerfey. 

3d.  That  the  former  Bifhops  of  Arras  and  St.  Pol  de  Leon, 
and  all  thofe,  who  like  them,  under  the  pretext  of  religion,  feck 
toraife  dilturbances  in' the  Interior  of  France,  Shall  likewife  be 
fent  away. 

4th.  That  Georges  and  his  adherents  {hall  be  tranfportei  to 
Canada,  according  to  the  intention  which  the  underlined  lias 
been  direbt^d  to  tranimit  to  his  Government  at  the  requeit  uf 
Lord  Hawkefbury. 

5th.  That,  in  order  to  deprive  the  evil  difpofed  of  every  pre- 
text for  difturbing  th$  good  underllanding  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments, it  fhall  be  recommended  to  the  princes  of  the  Houle 
ol  Bourbon  at  pretent  in  Great  Britain,  to  repair  to  Warfaw, 
the  relidence  of  the  head  of  their  Family. 

6th.  That  fiich  of  the  French  Emigrants  as  Hill  think  proper 
to  wear  the  orders  and  decorations  belonging  to  the  ancient  (go- 
vernment of  France,  Lhall  be  required  to  quit  the  territory  of 
the  Brit i Hi  Empire. 

Thefe  demands  are  founded  upon  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and 
upon  the  verbal  aiTurances  that  the  underlined  Minifter  has  had  , 
fae  fatisfaefiion  to  receive  in  the  courfe  of  the  negociations,  with 
regard  to  a rpu-tual  agreement  for  maintaining  tranquillity  and 
good  order  in  the  two  Countries.  If  any  one  in  particular  of 
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thefe.  demands  dues  not  proceed  fo  immediately  from  the  treaty 
concluded,  it  would  be  ea'y  to  jultily  it  by  ltriking  examples, 
and  to  prove  how  very  attentixe  the  Britifh  Government  has 
been  in  times  of  internal  fermentarion,  to  remove  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  a neighbouring  power  thofe  why  might  endanger  the 
public  tranquillity. 

Whatever  may  be  the  prote&ion  which  the  Englifh  laws  af- 
ford to  native  writers  and  to  other  fubjeifs  of  his  Majefty,  the 
French  Government  knows  that  foreigners  do  not  here  enjoy  the 
lame  pi'otebion  : and  that  the  law  known  by  the  title  of  the 
Jilien  gives  the  Miniftry  of  his  Britannic  Ma-efty  an  autho- 
rity which  it  has  often  exercifed  againft  foreigners  whofe  reft- 
dence  was  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain.  The  firft 
clauie  of  this  a#  Hates  exprefsly,  that  any  order  in  council 
which  requires  a foreigner  to  quit  the  kingdom  ffiall  be  executed 
under  pain  of  imprifonment  and  tranfportation.  There  exi:  s, 
therefore,  in  the  Miniftry  a legal  and  fufficient  power  to  refrain 
foreigners,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  Courts  of  Law,  arid 
the  Frencn  Government,  which  offers  on  this  point  a perfed  re- 
ciprocity, thinks  it  give3  a new  proof  of  its  pacific  intentions, 
bv  demanding  that  thofe  perfons  may  be  fent  away,  whole  ma- 
chinations uniformly  tend  to  fow  difcord  between  the  two  people. 
It  owes. to  iifelf  and  the  nation  at  large,  (which  has  made  it  the 
depofitoryof  its  power  and  of  its  honour)  not  to  appear  inlenfi- 
ble  to  inl'ults  and  to  plots  during  profound  Peace,  which  the  irri- 
tation of  open  War  could  not  juftify,  and  it  is  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  conciliatory  dilpobtions  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  not 
to  rely  upon  its  efforts  to  difperfe  a faction  equally  the  enemy 
of  France  and  England. 

The  underfigned  minifter  feizes  this  opportunity  to  prefent  to. 
his  Excellency  Lord  Hawkefbury,  the  homage  of  his  refpe Hful, 
conlideration.  (Signed)  Otto. 

London,  i 7th  Auguft  1 802. 

No.  13.  Downing-ftreet,  Augufl  28,  1802.. 

Sit — I fend  you  the  copy  of  a letter  which  I received  fome 
days  ago  from  M.  Otto,  together  with  a copy  of  an  official  note, 
inclofed  in  it  I have  informed  M.  Otto,  that  you  would  re- 
ceive inftru^i  ions  to  enter  into  explanations  with  the  French  Go- 
vernment on  thefeveral  points  to  which  it  refers.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  not  to  feel  confiderable  furprize  at  the  circumftances  under 
which  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  prefent  fuch  a note  ; at  the 
ililein  which  it  is  drawn  ftp,  and  at  the  complaints  contained  io 
it.1 — Whatever  may  be  the  general  difpofitionsof  the  French  Go- 
vernment towards  this  country,  fuppofmg  them  to  be  as  hollile 
as  they  have  been  at  any  former  period,  or  even  more  fo,  it  would 
appear  fo  contrary  to  their  intereft  to  provoke  a war  with  us  at 
the  prefent  moment,  that  I am  inclined  to  aferibe  their  concur# „ 
in  tile  w hole  of  this  bufinefs  more  to  temper,  than  to  any  other 
motive  . — -but  whether  their  conduft  is  to  be  referred  to  temper 
or  to  policy,  the  effects  of  it  may  Hill  be  the  fame ; it  is 
therefore  become  of  the  utruoft  importance  that  a frank  ex- 
planation. 
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planaticn  fiiould  be  made  of  the  line  of  condufl  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  determined  to  adopt  on  reafon^  of  the  nature  of  thofe 
to  which  this  note  refers,  arid  of  the  mqtives  on  which  it  is  found- 
ed i .and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  fuch  an  explanation  will  have  the 
etfeft  of  putting  an  end  to  a courfe  of  proceeding  which  can  lead 
only  to  a perpetual  irritation  between  the  two  Governments,  and 
which  might  ultimately  (end  to  the  moft  ferious1  confequences. 

The  firli  conlideration  that  naturally  arifes  on  this  tranfa<51i- 
on,  is  that  of  the  peculiar  circumftances  under  which  the  note  of 
M . Otto  has  been  prefented.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  fome  very 
improper  paragraphs  have  lately  appeared  in  fo me  of  the  En- 
glish newfpapers  againjl  the  Government  of  France  : it  cannot 
be  denied  likewife,  that  publications  of  a Hill  more-im  proper  and 
indecent  nature  have  made  their  appearance  in  this  country,  with, 
the  names  of  foreigners  affixed  to  them.  Under  thefe  circum- 
fiances  the  French  Government  would  hawe  been  warranted  in 
expelling  every  redrefs  that  the  laws  of  this  country  could  afford 
them  ; — but  as,  inftead  of  feekingit  in  the  ordinary  courfe,  they 
have  thought  fit  to  refort  to  recrimination  thetnfelves,  or  at  leaf!: 
to  authorize  it  in  others,  the/  could  have  no  right. to  complain  if 
their  fubfequent  appeal  to  his  Majefly  had  failed  to  produce  the 
elf  eft  that  ptherwife  would  have  attended  it. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  nature  of  the  prior  injury,  they 
have  in  fa<5t  taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands:  And  what  is 
this  recrimination  and  retort  ? The  paragraphs  in  the  Engliih 
newfpapers,  the  publications  to  which  I have  above  referred, 
have  not  appeared  Under  any  authority  of  the  Bntifh  Govern- 
ment, and  are  difavowed  and  difapproved  of -by  them  ; Iput  the 
paragraph  in  the  Moniteur  has  appeared  in  a paper  avowedly 
official,  for  which  the  Government  are  therefore  confidereil  as 
refponfible,  as  his  1U  a jelly’s  Government  is  refponfible  for  the 
contents  of  the  Lohdon  Gazette.  And  this  retort  is  not  confined 
'to  the  unauthorized  Englifh  newfpapers,  or  to  the  other  publi- 
cations of  which  complaint  is  now  made,  but  is  converted  into, 
and  made  a pretence  for  a direft  attack  upon  the  Government  of 
his  Majefly.  His  Majpfty  feels  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  make 
any  formal  complaint  on  this  occafion  ; but  it  has  been  impofii- 
ble  for  me  to  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  the  fubjedf,  without 
pointing  your  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  this  refpecl,  that  you  may  obferve  upon  it  in  the  man- 
ner it  delVves. 

The  pr*opofitions  in  M.  Otto’s  official  Note,  are  fix  in  num- 
ber ; but  may  in  facl  be  divided  under  two  heads  : the  Firfl,  that 
which  relates  to  the  libels  of  all  deferiptions,  which  are  alledged 
to  be  published  againfl  the  French  government  : the  laft,  com- 
prehending the  five  complaints  whichjelate  to  the  emigrants  refi- 
rient  in  this  country.  On  the  firft,  I am  fure  you  mull  be  aware 
that  his  Majefly  cannot,  and  never  will,  in  confequence  of  any 
'eprefentaaon  or  any  menance  from  a foreign  Power,  make  any 
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conceflion,  which  can  be  in  the  fmalleft  degree  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  the  preis,  as  fecured  by  the  Conltitution  of  th  is  coun- 
try. This  liberty  is  juftly  dear  to  every  Britilh  Subject.  The 
Conltitution  admits  of  no  previou  reftrainrs  upon  publications  of 
any  defeription  . but  there  exif  .Judicatures  \ holly  independent 
of  the  Executive  government,  capable  oi  mi  inr  cognizai  ce  of 
fuch  publications  as  the  law  deems  to  be  criminal,  and  which  are 
bound  to  inflidt  the  punilhment  the  delinquents  may  deferve  ; 
thefe  judicatures  may  take  cognizar.ee  not  only  of  libels  againft 
the  Government  and  the  Magiffracy  of  this  kingdom,  but,  as  has 
been  repeatedly  experienced,  of  publications  defamatory  of  thofe 
in  whole  hands  the  administration  of  foreign  governments  is 
placed.  That  our  government  neither  has  nor,  wants  any  other 
protection  than  what  the  laws:  of  the  country  afford  ; and  th'o' 
they  are  willing  and  ready  to  give  to  every  foreign  government  all 
the  protection  againft  offences  of  this -nature  which  the  principle 
of  their  Laws  and  Conftitution  will  admit,  they  never  can  con- 
fent  to  new  model  their  Laws,  or  to  change  their  Conftitution,  to 
gratify  the  wifhes  of  any  foreign  Power.  If  the  prefent  French 
Government  are  diflatisfied  with  our  laws  on  the  Subject  of  libeh 
or  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  adminiftration  of  jullice  in  cur 
Courts  is  too  tardy  and  lenient,  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  re 
drefs  themfelves  by  punching  the  venders  and  diftri-butors  of 
fuch  publications  within  their  own  territories,  • in  any  manner 
that  they  may  think  proper,  and  thereby  preventing  the  circula- 
tion of  them.  If  they  think  their  prefent  laws  are  not  fu.hcient 
for  this  purpofe  they  may  enaCt  new  ones  ; or,  if  they  think  it 
expedient,  they  may  exercife  the  right  which  they  have  of  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  ol  any  foreign  n'ewfpapers,  or  periodical 
publications,  into  the  territories  of  the  French  Republic.  His 
Majeffy  will  not  complain  of  fuch  a meafure,  as  it  is  not  his  in- 
tention to  interfere  in  the  manner  in  which  the  people  or  terri- 
tories of  France  ihould  be  governed  ; but  he  experts  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  French  Government  will  not  interfere  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  government  of  his  dominions  is  conduced,  or 
call  for  a change  in  thofe  laws  with  which  his  people  are  perfect- 
ly fatisfied.  With  refpeft  to  the  diftinction  which  appears  to  be 
drawn  in  M.  Otto's  Note,  between  the  publications  of  Britifa 
fubjeits  and  thofe  of  foreigners,  and  the  power  which  his  Majeffy 
is  fuppofed  to  have  in  confequenee  of  the  Alien  Act,  offending 
Foreigners  out  of  his  dominions',  it  is  important  to  obferve  that 
the  provifions  of  that'ACt  were  made  for  the  purpofe  of  prevenr- 
ing  the  refidence  of  foreigners,  whole  numbers  and  principles  had 
a tendency  to  di-  irb  the  internal  peace  of  his  own  dominions, 
and  to  whom  the  faiety  of  thofe  dominions  might  require  in  many 
inltances  to  be  removed,  even  if  their  actual  conduct  had  notex- 
pofed  them  to  punilhment  by  law.  It  does  not  follow  that  it 
would  be  a warrantable  application  of  fuch  a lav/  to  exert  its 
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powers  in  >he  cafes  of  in  ’ividunls  fucli  as  t-hofe  cf  ivlvm  com** 
plaint  is  now  made,  and  particularly  as  they  are  liable  to  be  uro- 
freuted  under  the  law  of  the  land,  in  like  manner  as  others  have 
been  in  fimilar  cafe?,  at  the  tnftance,  and  upon  the  complaint  of 
foreign  Government*. 

The  fecund  genera!  head,  which  includes  the  live  laft  com- 
plaints, relates  to  the  removal  of  iome  of  the  French  Emigranrs 
refident  in  this  country. — His  M'jefly  entertained  hopes  that  the 
explanation  furni (bed  on  this  head  in  my  Difpa’ch  No.  14,  would 
have  proved  fatisfaftory,  and  would  have  precluded  the  neerffity 
of  any  turtherulifcullion  on  this  (uhjt'ft.  The  French ‘'Govern- 
ment have,  upon  feveral  occafinns,  rtforted  on  this  pact  of  the 
fubjeft  to  precedent,  and  have  particularly  reded  on  the  demand 
formerly  made  by  this  country,  that  the  perftrn  then  called  the 
Pretender,  fhould  be  fent  from  the  French  dominions.  It  is 
important,  that  the  differences  between  rhefe  two  cafes  fhould  be 
{fared.  When  James  the  Second  abdicated  the  throne,  and  left? 
this  country,  he  retired  with  his  adherents  to  France  ; and  though 
in  the  war  which  immediately  fucceeded  that  event,  the  French 
Government  adopted  his  caufe  as  their  own,  no  flipulation  was 
made  at  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwick  that  he  fhould  be  fcht  from  the 
country,  nor  was  any  fubfequeut  demand  ever  made  to  the 
French  Government  to  this  effedl  : but  he  wasfuffered  to  remain 
M Sf.  Germain,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  furrounded  hv 
his  family  and  friends,  till  the  time  of  his  dt-a;h.  Ir  was  not  nil 
after  his  demife,  when  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  in  direCf  violation 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwick,  had  acknowledged  his  Ion  as  King  of 
Great- Britain,  that  a different  courfe  of  proceeding  was  adopted 
by  the  Brittfh  Government,  and  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  figned 
it  Urre'fchf,  which  put  an  end  to  the  war  which  bad  been  carried 
on,  on  account  of  the  Spaniih  lucceffion,  an  article  was  in'erted 
to  prevent  the  Pretender  from  refiding  in  any  part  of  the  French 
dominions.  The  demand  which  was  fubfequently  mr;de  for  the 
Tenoval  of  the  Pretender  from  a town  which  was  fituated  in  the 
centre  of  thefe  dominions,  was  founded  on  this  article  of  the 
Treaty,  which  was  in  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  Peace  : but 
both  the  article  in  the  Tt&atv  and  the  demand  were  confined  to 
the  Pretender  perfnnally,  and  were  not  extended  to  any  of  his 
family,  or  to  any  of  his  adherents.  After  his  removal,  many  of 
his  adherents  continued  to  refide  in  France  ; many  p-rfons  refi- 
dent  in  this  country,  who  were  attached  to  the  caufe  of  the  Pre- 
tender, and  had  promoted  the  rebellion  in  his  favour,  and  wb6 
were  confrqoently  a’rainted  for  High  Treafon,  fought  refuge  in 
France,  and  were  permitted  to  remain  there  till  the  r dea^h,  with- 
out anv  application  ever  having  been  made  by  the  Britifli  Go- 
vernment for  their  removal.  The  Duke  of  Berwick,  the  naru* 
ral  fon  of  James  the  Second,  who  from  his  principle  and 
talents  was  the  moft  dangerous  man  to  the  interelis  of  this 
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Country  and  the  Proteffant  fucceflion,  continued  to  be  a Gene- 
ral in  the  French  Armies*  and  though  descended  from  the  King, 
an  Englifhman  and  an  Emigrant*  it  was  not  required  that  he 
(hotild  be  lent  out  of  France.  I n the  prefent  cafe,  there  is  no 
article  in  the  treaty  of  Peace,  bv  wrhich  his  Majefty  is  bound  to 
fend  from  this  Country  any  Frenchman  whatever,  except  on 
account  of  the  crimes  fpecified  in  the  20th  article  of  the  Defini- 
tive Treaty,  and  in  confequence  of  the  proofs  therein  required 
having  been  adduced.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended that  his  majefiy  has  e\er  given  the  fiighteft  countenance 
to  thecaufe  of  the  Royalties  in  France  againft  the  prefent  Go- 
Aernment,  iince  the  period  when  he  acknowledged  that  Govern- 
ment; and  if  there  were  not  thefe  important  differences  in  the 
two  cafes,  they  would  be  totally  diffimilar  in  the  only  remain- 
ing point  ; for  in  the  cafe  of  the  House  of  Stuart,  as  has  been 
already  Hated,  notwithftanding  the  violence  of  the  times,  and 
the  danger  10  which  the  Proteftantfucceftion  was  really  expofed, 
tnis  1'irong  ad  of  authority  was  confined  to  the  perfon  of  the 
P'-e  ender  ; and  the  individual  who  muft  be  recognized  in  that 
character  by  the  french  Government,  and  whofe  cale  can  alone 
bear  any  fimilarity  to  the  former  even  in  this  refped,  is  not,' 
and  never  has  been  within  his  majefty's  dominions.  Other  pre- 
cedents might  be  adduced  on  this  fubjed  ; but  it  is  not  neceffa- 
i*y  to  itate  them,  as  the  foregoing  are  fufficient. 

-With  refped  to  the  complaints  in  detail  under  the  fecond 
head. — Upon  the  firit,  you  may  inform  the  French  Govern- 
ment, that  the  Emigrants  in  Jerfey,  many  of  whom  had  re- 
mained there  folely  on  account  of  the  cheapnefs  of  fubfiftence, 
had  actually  removed,  or  w'ere  removing  previous  to  the  repre- 
sentation concerning  them  in  Mr.  Otto’s.  Note,  and  that  before 
your  explanation  with  M.  Talleyrand  can  take  place,  there  will 
probably  not  be  an  Emigrant  in  the  Ifland. 

To  the  fecond  complaint  which  relates  to  the  Bifhops  of  Ar- 
ras and  Saint  Paul  de  Leon,  and  others,  his  majefty  can  only 
reply,  that  if  the  fads  alledged  againft  them  can  be  fubftanti- 
aied  ; if  it  can  be  proved,  that  they  have  diftributed  papers  on 
the  coaft  of  France,  with  a view  of  difturbing  the  government, 
and  of  inducing  the  people  to  refft  the  new  church  eftablifh- 
menr,  his  ma jefty  would  think  himfelf  juftified  in  taking  all 
meaiures  within  his  power  for  obliging  them  to  leave  the  coun- 
try ; but  iome  proof  muft  be  adduced  of  thofe  fads  ; and  fuch 
proof  mult  not  be  that  of  their  having  in  a fingle  inftance,  viz. 
in  reply  to  the  Pope’s  mandate,  publilhed  a vindication  of  their 
own  condud,  in  refu ling  to  conform  to  the  new  eftabiifhment,  a 
proceeding  in  which  they  would  be  juftifiable  on  every  principle 
of  toleration  and  juftice  ; but  it  fhould  Ihew  that  they  have  fince 
availed  themlelves  of  their  fituation  in  this  country  to  excite  the 
people  of  France  againft  the  authority  of  that  government,  whe^ 
ther  civil  or  ecclefaftical. 
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On  the  third  complaint,  which  refpects  the  removal  of  Ge crops 
and  thole  perfons  fuppofed  to  be  defcribed  as  his  adherents,  Mr, 
Otto  muft  have  miltaken  me  in  what  he  fuppofes  me  to  have 
ia id  on  that  fubject.  His  majefty  is  however  very  defirous  to 
ob\iate  any  caufe  of  complaint  or  tineafinefs  with  refpect  to  thefe 
perfons  ; and  meafures  are  in  contemplation,  and  will  be  taken, 
for  the  purpofe  of  removing  them  out  of  his  majefty  s european 
dominions. 

On  the  fourth  complaint  refpecting  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  I can  only  refer  you  to  my  former  anfwer.  His 
majelty  has  no  defire  that  they  ihould  continue  to  refide  in  this 
country,  if  they  are  difpofed,  or  can  be  induced  to  quit  it  ; but 
he  leels  it  to  be  inconliftent  with  his  honour  and  his  fenfe  of 
juftice  to  withdraw  from  them  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  as  long 
as  they  conduct  • themfelves  peaceably  and  quietly;  and  unlefs 
fome  charge  can  be  fubltantiated  of  their  attempting  to  difturb 
the  peace  which  fubfifts  between  tire  two  governments. 

With  refpect  to  the  fifth  complaint,  which  relates  to  the 
French  emigrants  wearing  in  this  country  the  orders  of  their  an- 
cient government ; there  are  few,  it  any,  perfons  of  that  descrip- 
tion in  this  country  who  wear  luc  1 orders.  It  might  be  mpre 
proper  if  they  all  abstained  from  it ; but  the  French  government 
could  not  perfilt  in  expecting,  that  even  if  it  were  confident 
with  law,  his  Majefty  would  be  induced  to  commit  so  harfh  an 
adt  of  authority  as  to  send  them  out  of  the  country  on  Such  an 
account* 

I have  thus  Hated  to  you  his  Majefty**  sentiments  on  the  Seve- 
ral points  contained  in  Mr.  Otto's  Note*  You  will  taue  an, 
early  opportunity  of  communicating  thefe  fentiments  to  the 
French  Government,  and  of  accompanying  them  with  the  ar- 
guments and  explanations  above  ftated.  And  if  it  fhould  be 
defired,  and  you  ihould  be  of  opinion,  that  it  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce any  good  effect,  there  is  no  objection  to  your  putting  the 
subiiance  of  what  you  fhall  have  Hated  in  writing,  and  ofdeliver- 
ing  it  to  the  Mini*  er  for  Foreign  Affairs,  as  a memorandum  of 
your  eonverfation. 

Upon  the  general  tone  and  ftyle  of  Mr.  Otto’s  Note,  it  is  im- 
portant to  oblerve,  that  it  is  far  from  conciliating  ; and  that  the 
practice  of  prefen  ting  notes  of  this  description,  on  any  motive 
or  fuggellion  of  personal  irritation,  cannot  fail  to  have  the  ef- 
fect of  indifpofing  the  two  Governments  towards  each  other,  in- 
Head  of  consolidating  and  ftrengthening  the  peace  which  happily 
fubfifts  between  them.  That  after  a war,  in  which  thepaflions 
$>f  men  have  bev  n roufed  beyond  all  former  examples,  it  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  the  diltrult,  jealouly,  and  other  hoftile 
feelings  of  individuals'  fhould  not  immediately  fubfide,  and  un- 
der thefe  eircumftances  it  appears  to  be  both  the  intereft  and  the 
duty  of  the  two  Governments  by  a mild  and  temperate  conduct 
gradually  to  allay  thefe  feelings  and  not  on  the  contrary  to  pro- 
voke and  augment  them  by  untimely  irritation  on  their  part,  and 
by  a leri bin g proceedings  like  thofe  above  noticed,  to  caufes  to 
\Vhich  they  have  no  reference.  His  Majefty  has  thus  fully  and 

frank  ly 
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ftti n lc !y  explained  his  fentiments,  and  the  ground  of  his  conduft. 
JHe  is  fincercly  difpocfed  to  adopt  every  meaiure  lor  the  preler- 
vation  of  peace,  which  is  conliflent  with  the  honour  and  inde>* 
pendence  of  the  country,  and  with  the  Security  of  its  laws  and 
conljUtution.  But  the  French  Government  muft  have  formed 
a molt  erroneous  judgment  of  the  difpoiilion  of  the  Britith  na- 
tion, and  of  the  character  of  its  Government,  if  they  have  been 
taught  to  expect  that  any  reprefentation  of  a foreign  power  will 
ever  induce  them  to  conient  to  a violation  of  thole  rights  on 
which  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country  are  founded.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  &c. 

(bigned)  “ hawkisbury. 

Anthony  Merry,  Efq. 

No,  14..  Translation.— Ntoe. 

General  Vial,  minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  a* 
Malta,  having  let  out  for  his  deftination  about  the  20th  of  Jul}>. 
it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  he  will  foon  be  in  a condition  to  en- 
ter into  a concert  with  his  Britannic  majelty’s  minifter  Plenipo- 
tentiary on  the  evacuation  of  Malta,  and  of  i(ts  dependencies. 

The  three  months,  in  which  this  evacuation  fhould  have  tar 
ken  place,  are  expired  ; and  it  being  the  intention  of  the  two 
Governments  that  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  fhould 
experience  theieaft  poftible  deiay,  the  Firft  Conful  would  have 
been  delirous  that  the  two  thoufand  Neapolitans  who  are  ready, 
to  depart  could  have  been  tranl ported  at  an  early  period  to  the 
lfland  of  Malta,  to  be  in  readiness  whenever  the  evacuation  fliail 
be  on  the  point  of  bping  effected, 

It  appears,  neverthelefs,  that  Mr.  Drummond,  the  Englifh 
minifter  at  Naples,  has  not  been  authorized  by  his  Government 
to  facilitate  this  tranfport  ; and  that  the  motive  alleged  by  that 
minifter  was,  that  the  Stipulations  which  ought  to  precede  tlip 
evacuation  not  being  fulfilled,  that  evacuation  could  not  yet  take 
place. 

In  communicating  the  above  details  to  his  Excellency  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  his  Britannic  majefty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  foreign  department,  the  underfigned  is  directed  to  ob- 
serve, that  tne  fending  the  two  thoufand  Neapolitan  troops  to 
the  iftand  of  Malta  cannot  but  be  cpniidered  as  a preliminary 
ltep,  in  order  to  accelerate  the  evacuation,  as  foon  a$  the  necei- 
fary  meafures  fb^ll  have  been  taken  by  the  respective  Plenipo^ 
tentiaries  ; and  that  it  does  not  in  any  manner  prevent  the  fub- 
fequent  concert  on  the  details  of  the  evacuation,  conformably 
to  the  claufes  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

The  underfigned  is  moreover  directed  to  requefc  the  Britifh 
minifcry  to  give  general  inftructj.ons  to  his  majeity's  Plenipotenr 
tiaries  at  Naples,  a«d  at  Malta,  that  the  evacuation  and  the 
other  conditions  of  the  10th  article  may  be  executed  without  ob- 
ftacle,  and  without  thefe  Plenipotentiaries  conceiving  themfelves 
obliged  to  their  government  on  each  of  t Us  fucceilive  operations 
"which  ff^puld  take  place. 

The 
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The  underfigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  prTenr  to  h s 
Excellency  Lord  Hawkefbury,  the  hqmage  qfhis  ref pept  ful  cot.- 
fideration. 

London  Auguft  21  ft.  1.802. 

(vigned)  prxo. 

His  Excellency  i,ord  Hawkefbury,  &c.  &c.<‘ 

No  15. — Note. 

The  underfigned  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
af  Mr.  Otto’s  note  of  the  21ft.  inftani 

W nen  the  Neapolitan  government  notified  to  Mr.  Drummond,, 
the  King’s  mrnifier  at  Naples,  that  the  2000  troops  which  his 
Sicilian  majefty  had  felepted  to  ferve  in  Malta,  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  their  diftinadon,  that  gentleman  declined  taking  any 
ftep  to  facilitate  their  embarkation,  till  he  fhould  receive  intel- 
ligence of  the  arrival  of  Sir  Alexander  Ball  in  that  Bland,  arid 
till  he  Ibould  be  informed  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
JBritifh  forces  had  made  fuitable  preparations  for  their  reception. 
By  the  laft  advices  from  Malta  it  appears,  that  Sir  Alexander 
Ball  had  arrived  there  on  the  tenth  of  laft  month,  and  that  after 
having  conferred  with  general  Box  upon  the  lubject  he  had  \vrii7 
ten  to  Mr,  Drummond,  that  there  was  no  impediment  whate- 
ver to  the  immediate  reception  of  the  Neapolitan  troops,  and 
that  their  quarters  w'ould  be  prepared  accordingly  ; the  under- 
lined has  the  honour  to  ftate  this  to  M.  Otto  as  the  moft  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwer  which  he  can  give  to  his  note.  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, that  the  troops  of  his  Sicilian  majefty  are  already-  embarked 
on  their  paffage  : but  to  prevent  the  pollibility  of  any  unnecef- 
fary  delay  or  miiconception,  the  moft  explicit  infiruciions  will 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  Mr.  Drummond  on  this,  fubjept. 

With  refpect  to  the  points  in  M.  Otto’s  note,  the  underfigned 
can  only  repeat  what  he  has  before  ftated  to  him,  that  his  ma 
jefty  is  moft  fincerely  defirous  to  fee  all  the  ftipuladons  of  the 
tenth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  carried  into  effect  with  t * ; e 
utmoft  punctuality,  and  with  the  leaft  poffible  delay.  With 
this  view  he  takes  this  opportunity  ofobferving  to  M.  Otto,  that 
by  the  laft  difpatches  from  the  Englilh  ambaffador  at  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  theFrench  minifter  at  that  court  had  not  even  then  re- 
ceived inftruciions  from  his  government  relative  to  the  Peps  to  be 
taken  in  concert  with  Lord  St.  Helens,  for  inviting  the  Emperor 
to  become  a guaranty  for  the  provifions  and  fiipujations  of  the 
article  in  queftion.  The  French  minifter  at  Berlin  was  in  the 
fame  predicament.  The  underfigned,  therefore,  requefts  that 
M.  Otto  would  have  the  goodnefs  to  reprefent  theie  circumftance$ 
to  his  government,  and  to  urge  them,  if  they  have  not  already 
done  it,  to  tranfmit  without  delay  to  their  xninifters  at  thole 
courts  the  neceffary  inftructions  for  bringing  this  part  of  the  bufi 
n'efs  to  a conclusion. 

The  underfigned  requefts  M.  Otto  to  accept  the  affurances  of 
his  higheft  conlideration. 

(Signed)  Hawkisbury. 
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$o.  1 6. — E\tradl  of  a difpatch  from  Mr.  Merry  to  Lord  Hawke fbury, 
dated  Paris,  October  3,  1802. 

As  foon  as  the  Helvetic  Government  had  retired  from  Berne 
to  Lauf.mne,  the  partisans  of  the  antient  federative  fvftem  of 
the  Suits  cantons,  who  eftablifhed  immediately  in  the  former 
city  a provifipnal  government,  deputed  a confidential  to  Paris, 
for  the  purpofe  of  counteracting  the  meafurcs  of  tVf,  Stapfer,  and 
of  engaging  the  Firft  Cpnlul  to  fuller  the  inhabitants  ot  Switzer- 
land to  fettle  their  affairs  amongft  themfelves.  He  was  inftruc 
ted  in  any  emergency  to  addrefs  iiiroftlf  to  the  mini  ft ers  here  of 
the  prjncipaFpovvers  of  Europe,  and  to  folicit  their  inte  ferenc? 
and  aftiftance  in  the  objedsof  his  million.  He  reached  Paris 
tour  days  ago,  and  had  reafon  to  flatten  himfelf  from  the  refult 
of  an  interview  which  he  had  immediately  with  M.  Talleyrand, 
that  the  Firft  Gonlul  would  put  no  obitacle  in  the  way  of  any 
arrangement  which  the  Swifs  might  agree  upon  among  themfelves 
for  the  final  fettlement  of  their  government  : he  was  therefore 
much  furprifed  to  learn  foon  afterwards,  that  a change  had  taken 
place  in  ihe  Firft  ConfuFs  fentiments,  and  his  aftonifhment  was 
eompleated  when  he  found  that  the  latter  had  taken  fo  decided 
and  io  unfavourable  a part  of  the  bulinefs,  as  that  which  is  an- 
nounced by  a relolution  publifhed  in  yefterday's  Manireur, 
(w'hich  I have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  incloledy*  in  the  form  of 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland.  This  perfon  having, 
behdes  this  public  declaration,  acquired  fome  private  informa- 
tion of  its  being  the  Firft  ConfuFs  intention  to  give  the  molt 
immediate  and  vigorous  effect  to  it,  loft  no  time  in  addrefting  a 
letter  to  the  latter,  in  which  he  took  the  liberty  of  Hating  that 
he  mult  have  been  deceived  by  falfe  reprefentatiens,  that  his 
interference  in  the  affairs  of  Switzerland,  was,  as  he  was  autho- 
rized to  fay,  entirely  unfolicited  by  the  majority,  and  the  belt 
thinking  part  of  the  inhabitants  ; and  that  he  had,  therefore,  to 
entreat  of  him,  in  the  m'oft  earneft  manner,  tofttfpend  t ie  exe- 
cution of  his  relolution  until  thole  explanations  could  take  place 
which  he  trufted  might  be  the  means  of  preventing  the  immenfe 
eifulion  of  blood  wliich  would  other  wife  inevitably  eqlue.  Fie 
at  the  fame  time  addrelfed  himfelf  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday  to 
me,  as  well  as  to  the  Auftrian  and  Spanilh  ambaffadors,  and  to. 
the  Ruflian  and  Pruftian  minifters,  (not  having  gained  admit- 
tance to  Monf.  de  Cobenzel,  nor  to  M.  de  Markoff  or  Lucche- 
ftni  : he  afterwards  wrote  to  themyl  foliciting,  in  the  ltrongeifc 
terms,  an  interference  (jointly,  if  pollible)  on  their  part,  with 
the  French  government,  to  endeavour  to  avert  the  impending 
evil.  1 naturally  oblerved  to  him  in  anfwer,  that  the  prefent 
ftate  of  political  relations  between  the  great  powers  of  Europe 
afforded  no  profpedt  of  h|s  obtaining  of  their  minifters  at  Paris, 
to  adopt  a concerted  meafure  in  favour  of  the  object  which  he 
had  fo  much  at  heart,  and  that  of  courle  I could  not 
take  it  individually  upon  myfelf,  without  an  exprefs  in- 
ftru&ion  from  my  government.  He  returned  to  me  • to- 
day, to  acquaint  me  that  he  was  not  only  as  yet  without  a 
reply  from  any  quarter,  but  had  reafon  to  fear  that  his  prayers 

would. 
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would  not  brimmed  to  by  the  Auftrian.  Ruffian,  and  Pruffian 
Mini  tiers  ; he  therefore  conjured  we  to  tranfmit  them  to  His  Majefty  i 
Government,  front  whom  only  his  countrymen  could  have  a hope  of  deriving 
any  aff fiance  in  the  ten  i hie  conjlift  which  he  knew  they  were  determined 
to  f land , and  which  would  only  ceafe  hy  the  extermination  of  every  virtu - 
pus  and  brave  man  in  j lie  country , He  then  put  into  mv  hand  a 
note' which  he  had  drawn  .up  in  a hurry,  and  of  which  I enclof^ 
a copy.  Whilft,  my  Lord,  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  give  him 
any  encouragement  to  expert  from  His  Majefty’s  Government 
the  afliftance  which  his  petition  expreffes,  I have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  lofe  no  time  in  making  you  acquainted  with  a flare  of 
things  which  may  Aiortly  be  attended  with  very  important  cou» 
Sequences, 

(Inclofure  referred  to  in  Is7p.  i6  )—‘ Tranflation. — Note. 

*c  S ) long  as  Switzerland  was  occupied  by  the  French  nrm‘e«, 
the  willies  of  the  people  could  never  be  freely  manifefted.  The 
petty  revolutions  which  took  place  in  the  government  were  the 
mere  tricks  of  certain  factions  in  which  the  nation  at  i.irge  took 
bur  a very  trifling  interefl.  Scarcely  did  Switzerland  think  her- 
Feif  indrpeodant  when  Hie  was  defirous  of  returning  to  her  an- 
cient inftitutions,  rendered  ftill  dearer  to  her  by  her  late  misfor- 
tunes, and  the  arbitrary  acts  of  rhe  government  furniflied  her 
with  the|means  of  doing  fo.  Almafl  the  whoie  of  Switzerland, 
with  unexampled  unanimi  y and  moderation,  fhook  off  the 
yoke.  The  Cantons  formed  themfelves  into  ConAituent  Bodies; 
and  twelve  of  the  thirteen  Cantons  of  Switzerland  fent  their  Re- 
prefentatives  to  the  Diet  of  Schwitz,  in  order  there  to  organize 
a central  power  which  might  be  acceptable  to  the  neighbouring 
powers. 

“ The  Ariflocratical  rantons  renounced  their  exclufive  rights  ; 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  was  left  at  liberty  to  form  its  owu  Cdnflitution, 
a3  well  as  Thor  go  via  and  the  other  new  cantons. 

The  Government  having  taken  refuge  at  Lauf'anne,  was 
by  no  means  fecure  there,  notwitbflanding  its  regular  troops; 
perhaps  even  at  the  prefect  moment  it  no  longer  pxifls. 

O Who  would  not  have  thought  that  according  to  the  flipula? 
tion  of  rhe  treaty  of  Lunevjlle,  which  grants  independence  to 
Switzerland,  and  the  right  of  chooljng  its  own  Qovernmeni, 
every  thing  was  fettled,  and  that  this  nation  might  fee  its  former 
happinefs  and  tranquillity  revive? 

“ Who  could  have  thought  that  the  Firfl  Conful  would  have 
iffued  fuch  a decree  as  that  of  the  3th  Vendemaire  ( s )? 

*•  Is  an  independent  Nation  to  be  thus  treated  ? Should  Bona- 
parte perfift  in  his  determination,  and  the  other  Powers  lliould 
not  interpofe  in  our  favour,  it  only  remains  tor  us  either  to 
bury  ourlelvcs  in  the  ruins  of  cur  houfes,  although  without  hope 
of  refill  a nee,  exhaulled  as  we  are  by  the  Coloflus  who  is  about 
to  overwhelm  us,  or  to  deb^fe  ourielvps  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
Univerfe !” 

Will 
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14  Will  the  Government  of  this  generous  Nation,  which  has 
at  ailTtmes  afforded  fa  many  prools  of  the  inrereft  it  rakes  in 
the  welfare  of  tlie  Swifs*  do  nothing  for  us  under  circumliances 
which  are  to  decide,  whether  we  are  ftiil  to  be  ranked  amongft 
Jree  People  ? 

“ We  have  only  men  left  tir — The  revolution,  and  fpolia- 
tions  without  end,  have  exhauded  our  means.  We  are  without 
arms,  without  ammunition,  without  dores,  and  without  money 
to  purchafe  them.” 

No.  17 — Note  Verbals. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  has  received  his  majedy's  commands  to  com- 
municate, through  M.  Oito,  to  the  trench  Government,  tbtf 
lentimenis  of  deep  regret  which  have  been  excited  in  his 
majefty's  mind  by  the  addreis  of  the  Firft  Gonful  to  the  Helvetic 
people,  which  was  publifhed  by  authority  in  the  Moniteur  of 
tne  ill  indant,  and  by  the  reprefentations  which  have  been 
made  to  his  majefty  on  this  fubject,  on  behalf  of  the  nation 
whole  interefts  are  l'o  immediately  affected  by  it.  His  m a jelly 
molt  fincerely  laments  the  convullions  to  which  the  Swifs cantons 
have  for  fome  time  palt  been  expofed ; but  he  . can  confider  their 
late  exertions  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  lawful  efforts  of  a 
brave  and  generous  people  to  recover  their  antient  laws  and  go- 
vernment, and  to  procure  the  re  eftablifhment  of  a fy  deni  which 
experience  has  demonltraied,  not  only  to  be  favourable  to  the 
maintenance  of  their  domeitic  happinels,  but  to  be  perfectly 
confident  with  the  tranquillity  and  lecurity  of  other  powers. 

The  cantons  of  Switzerland  unqueitionabiy,  poffeis  in  the 
fame  degree  as  every  other  independent  date,  the  right  of  regu- 
lating their  own  internal  concerns;  and  this  right  has  moreover, 
in  the  prelent  indance,  been  formally  and  explicitly  guaranteed 
to  the  Swifs  nation  by  the  French  Government  in  the  treaty  of 
Luneville  conjointly  with  the  other  powers  who  were  parties  in 
that  engagement.  His  majedy  has  no  other  delire  than  that  the 
people  of  bwiizerland,  who  now  appear  to  be  l'o  generally 
united,  fhould  be  left  at  liberty  to  fettle  their  own  internal  go- 
vernment without  the  interpofition  of  any  foreign  powers  ; and 
that  with  whatever  regret  his  majedy  may  have  perufed  the  late 
proclamation  of  the  French  Government,  he  is  yet  unwilling  to 
believe  that  they  wall  farther  attempt  to  controul  that  indepen- 
dent nation  in  the  exerciie  of  their  undoubted  rights.  His  ma- 
jeuy  thinks  himlell  called  upon  by  his  regard  for  the  general 
intereds  of  Europe,  and  by  his  particular  foiicitude  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  welfare  of  the  Swifs  nation,  to  exprefs  thefe  His  fen- 
uments  with  a franknel's  and  iincerity  which  he  feels  to  be  due 
to  his  character,  and  to  the  good  underdanding  which  he  is  de- 
firous  of  prtferving  with  the  Government  of  France. 

Downing-flreet,  O&ober  iq,  180*. 

M,  Otto,  o£C«  isc. 

No. 
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No.  18.  tX/wning-flreet,  Ofloher  10,  i8©z. 

Str — flis  majefty  having  deemed  it  expedient*  th at  a confi* 
dential  perion  thould  be  fent  at  the  prefent  moment  to  Suit* 
zerfend,  in  confequence  of  the  communication  which  he  has  re- 
tched from  the  bwiis  Confederacy,  through  their  Reprefentaiit  c 
at  Paris,  L am  commanded  to  inform  you  that  he  has  made 
choice  of  you  for  that  purpofek 

It  is  of  the  utmofl  coniequence,  confidering  the  nature  of  ths 
bufinels  with  wbicn  you  are  entru  ed  ; that  you  fhould  make 
every  practicable  exertion  to  arrive  on  the  frontiers  of  Swiizer- 
iahd  with  as  little  delay  as  pofbble.  You  will  in  form  yourlclf 
there  what  is  the  actual  refidence  of  the  Government  of  the 
Su  it's  Con  federation*  to  which  you  will  immediately  repair. 
Having  taken  the  proper  means  to  obtain  a confidential  inter 
a iew  with  the  perions  who  may  be  entrulled  vvith-tne  principal 
direction  ol  affairs,  • vou  will  communicate  to  them  a copy  of  the 
note  verbale  which  I delivered  to  Mi  Otto,  and  which  is  herewith 
incteied;  ahd  you  wiil  take  every  opportunity  of  imprefling  ' 
upon  their  mrnds  the  deep  intereft  which  his  majefiy  takes  in 
the  iuccefs  of  their  exertions.  You  will  tiate  to  them,  that  his 
maie/ty  entertains  hopes,  that  his  reprefentation  to  the  French 
Government  may  have  th e*- effect  of  inducing  the  Fird  Conlul 
to  abandon  his  intention  of  compelling  the  Swifs  Nation  by 
force  to  renounce  that  fyitem  of  Government  under  wnich  they 
had  fo  long  profpered,  and  to  which  they  appear  to  be  almott 
unaniinoufly  'anxious  to  return.— In  this  event  his  majelty  wi  l 
feel  himfell  bound  to  abftain  from  all  interference  on  his  part  ; 
it  being  his  earneft  delire  that  the  Swifs  Nation  fhould  be  left 
at  liberty  to  regulate  their  own  internal  concerns,  without  the 
interpofition  of  any  foreign  power.  If,  however,  contrary  to 
his  majefty's  expectations,  the  French  Government  ftiouid  perfiit 
in  the  iyfliem  of  coercion,  announced  in  the  Proclamation  of  the 
fir  If  ConiVtl,  inferted  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  iftinfi.  you  will, 
:n  that  cafe,  inform  you rielf,  by  every  means  in  your  power,  of 
the  difpbfition  of  the  people  at  large  ol'  the  Swil's  Confederacy, 
and  particularly  of  thole  who  have  the  direction  of  their  affairs, 
and  ofthofe  who  po fiefs  the  greateft  fhare  of  influence  amongit 
them,  to  perfevere  in  the  defence  of  their  rights,  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  fyftsm  they  have  adopted  You  will  dike  wife 
enquire  into  the  means  of  defence  of  which  they  may  be  poflefled, 
and  of  the  probability  of  their  being  exerted  with  iuccefs  You 
will  on  ho  account  encourage  them  to  perfevere  in  active  mea- 
sures of  re hftancei which  they  are  not  themlelves  defirous  to 
adopt,  or  which  they  may  believe  are  unlikely  to  be  ultimately 
effectual.  If,  however,  you  fhould  find  rhat  the  people  of  the 
Swiis  Confederacy  are  generally  determined  to  perfevere  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  independence,  and  of  their  Right  to  return 
to  ilfeir  ancient  Syfiem  of  Govt ; and  if  you  Inould  b«  of  opinion 

that 
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the  union  that  fubfifts  among!!  the  people,  and  from  their  zeal 
and  enthnfiafm  in  the  caufe  in  which  they  are  engaged,  they  arc 
finally  refolded  at  all  hazards  to  refill  the  threatened  attempt  of 
the  French  Government  to  interpofe  by  force  of  arms,  in  the 
lettlement  of  their  internal  concerns  ; y<  u will  then  immediately 
communicate,  in  confidence,  to  the  Swifs  Government,  that 
cither  in  the  event  of  a French  army  having  entered  the  country, 
or  in  the  event  of  your  having  reafon  to  he  convinced  that  a 
French  arinv  isadually  advancing  fo r that  purpofe,  his  Majefty 
has  authorized  you  to  accede  to  their  application  for  pecuniary 
fuccour  * 

I have,  fur ni filed  you  with  a cypher  and  decypher  that  you 
may  have  it  in  your  power  to  correfpond  with  his  Majefly’s  Mi- 
niflers  at  Vienna  and  Munich,  if  you  fliould  think  it  advifea- 
ble ; and  it  F highly  probable  that  the  armies  of  the  Swifs  Con- 
federacy may  lie  inadequately  (implied  with  arms,  ammunition, 
or  provision®,  and  may  he  defirous  of  procuring  fupplies  thereof 
from  the  neighbouring  countries,  you  will  ufe  your  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  give  them  every  facility  for  this  purpofe.  You  will 
be  very  particular  in  informing  me  of  the  numbers  and  firuation 
of  any  Auilrian  corps  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Switzerland,  and 
of  the  probability  of  their  advancing  in  any  event  into  the  Swifs 
territory. 

As  it  is  of  great  importance  that  his  Majefty's  (government 
fliould  be  regularly  informed  of  the  events  which  may  be  pafling 
in  Switzerland,  and  of  the  difpofitions  that  may  prevail  there, 
you  will  endeavour  to  afeertain  the  moil  fafe  and  expeditious 
mode  of  conveying  your  letters  w hich  will  avoid  their  palling 
through  any  part  of  the  French  republic. 

As  it  is  poffible  that  previous  to  your  arrival  in  Swi  zerland 
the  prefent  flaie  of  affairs  may  have  undergone  a decided  alterati- 
on, either  in  confequen.ee  of  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Swifs  Can- 
tons, or  of  any  compromife  having  taken  place  as  to  their  inter- 
nal concerns,  it  will  be  proper  that,  in  that  cafe,  you  fliould 
take  up  your  refidence  ip  fuch  a fituarion  as  you  may  think  mod 
convenient  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Switzerland,  of  which  you 
will  give  me  the  eariieit  intelligence,  and  there  wait  for  his  Mar 
jefty’s  further  orders.  1 am?  with  great  truth  and  regard,  Sir, 
your  mod  obedient  humble  lervanr, 

(Signed)  hawkesbury. 

Francis  Moore,  Efq. 

No.  19,  dated  Conflance,  0£lober3i,  announces  the  fub- 
milfion  of  the  Swifs  Diet,  and  that  Mr.  Moore,  in  confequerce, 
waited  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Switzerland  for  frefli  inltru&i- 
ous. 
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(No,  20.)  Downing- ftreet,  N«v.  25,  i8c*. 

Sir — I have  duly  received  your  feveral  letters  by  the  Mdlenger 
Shaw. 

As  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  Switzerland  your  continuance  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  country  appears  to  be  no  longer  neceffary, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  return  to  England  as  foon  as  it  may  i u it  your 
convenience. 

I am,  &c.  (Signed)  hawke^bury. 

Francis  Moore,  Efq. 

No.  21.  Extraft  of  a difpatch  from  Mr.Liflon  to  Lord 
Hawkcfbury,  dated  Hague,  1 3th  October,  1 802. 

A few  hours  after  1 had  lent  off  my  lait  dilpatch  to  your  Lord- 
flop  (on  Saturday  the  grh  of  this  month),  the  French  Ambaffa- 
dor,  M.  de  Semonville,  waited  upon  the  Prefident  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  State,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  juft  received, 
by  a courier  from  Paris,  orders  to  inform  the  Government  of  this 
country, 

* Que  le  Premier  Conful  avoit  appris , avec  actant  de  furprife  que 
d'  indignation,  que  des  perfonnes  avides  de  revolutions  vouloitnt  de  nou- 
veau t oubler  le  repos  dans  le  Batavie , en  abufant  meme  pour  cet  effet  de 
noms  refpeftables  ; et  que  la  Premier  ConJuL  comme  allie  de  la  R>pub- 
lique , invitoit  le  Gouvernement  a prendre  toutes  les  me/urt  s ntcejfaires 
pour  maintenir  V Or  die  des  chofes  etabli  par  }a  Conjlitution . 

Theiewere  nearly  the  words  read  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  from  a note  in  his  own  hand- writing,  diftared  to  him  by 
M.  de  Semonville,  with  a view  to  its  publication,  (and  a tranfla- 
lion  was  accordingly  inferted  in  the  Dutch  official  Paper  of  the 
Hague  on  the  11th);  but  they  fall  very  fhort  of  the  language 
employed  by  the  French  Miniiler  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  h is  dif- 
patches  to  the  Ambaftador,  and  in  the  communication  made  by 
him  to  the  Dutch  Charge  d*Affairs  at  Paris,  (who  alfo  fent  a 
Mefltmger  to  the  Hague  upon  this  occafton.)  In  thele  M.  de 
Talleyrand  entered  into  confiderable  dc . ail  on  the  fubjeH  of  the 
plots  fuppoied  to  be  formed  in  this  country  againft  the  Abminif- 
tration,  mentioned  the  names  of  the  Chiefs,  and  ended  by  making 
an  offer,  on  the  part  of  the  Firft  Conlul,  to  come  to  the  affilt- 
ance  of  the  Government  (ftiould  circumftauces  render  it  ne- 
ceffary) with  alt  his  forces. 

No.  22.  Hague,  Oftober  29,  1802 

My  Lord — The  recent  attack  made  by  Bonaparte  upon  the  li- 
berties and  independence  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  has  naturally 
made  a ftrong  impreffion  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  ; and 
the  public  anxiety  has  been  much  augmented  by  certain  lymp- 
tpms  in  the  conduct  of  the  Confular  Government,  which  Lem 
ro  indicate  an  intention  to  withdraw  the  French  troops,  which 
have  been  kept  in  the  Batavian  republic  for  lome  time  pail, 
under  the  title  of  Auxiliaries , and  paid  and  maintained  at  the  ex- 
pence of  the  Dutch  nation. 

Thefe  troops  (amounting  to  between  ten  and  eleven  thoufand 
men)  were  to  remain  here  till  the  conclufion  of  the  definitive 
treaty  witn  Qreat  Britain,  it  was  afterwards  formally  promifed 

on 

That  the  Firft  Conful  had  Earned  with  equal  furprize  and  indignati- 
on, that  certain  perfons  ardent  for  revolution  had  again  attempted  to  dis- 
turb the  tranquillity  of  Batavia,  and  tor  that  purpofe  had  traduced  the 
znoft  refpetted  names,  and,  that  the  Firft  Conful  as  an  Ally  of  that  Repub- 
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on  the  part  of  F that  they  Hiould  evacuate  the  territories 

of  the  Republic  at  lateif,  on  the  expiration  of  the  la  ft  French 

vcar  (the  23d  of  Sep^'mbfcrO  They  accordingly  began  their 
march  to  the  four a few  days  before  that  period  ; and  the 
people  rejoiced  at  Tie  profpeft  t$Ct  ting  finally  relieved  from  a 
load  which  h is  been  extremely  imfome  to  them.  But,  on  pre- 
tence that  a great  pi  ^portion  of  the  corps  were  to  be  embarked 
at  Flufhing  lor  Louifiana,  and  that  there  was  a want  of  flapping 
for  their  accommodation,  they  took  lip  their  quarters  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  country  (at  Bois  le  Due,  Breda,  and  Bergen-op- 
Zoom),  where  they  Bill  remain  ; and  demands  have  continued 
to  be  made  for  their  pay  and  maintenance. 

Hopes  were,  however,  entertained  from  day  to  day,  that  their 
departure  would  take  place  ; when,  to  the  aflonifhment  of  the 
Batavian  Government,  official  notice  was  (laft  week)  tranfmit- 
ted  from  France  to  the  department  of  war  at  the  Hague,  (which 
has  been  charged  with  the  fupport  of  thefe  corps),  that  the  Firft 
Conful  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint  a new  Commander  in  Chief, 
(General  Montrichard),  and  a new  (faff,  for  the  auxiliary  troops 
in  this  country  ; and  the  notice  was  given  that  Government 
might  provide  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  queffiom 

The  Adminiffration  appear  refolved  to  oppol'e  all  the  reft  fiance 
in  their  power  to  this  unexpected  and  oppreffive  extortion.  An 
exprefs  has  been  fent  off  to  the  Dutch  Ambafiador  at  Paris, 
charging  him  to  claim,  in  the  moft  urgent  terms,  the  accomplifii- 
ment  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  Republics,  and 
the  fulfilment  of  the  repeated  and  recent  promifes  made  by  the 
French  Government  upon  this  fubjeft.  And  in  cafe  of  the 
failure  of  this  application,  they  talk  of  addreffing  themfelves  to 
the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  who  had  any  fliare  or  influence 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  Peace,  to  intreat  their  intervention  and 
good  offices,  with  a view  to  the  maintenance  of  the  independ- 
ence of/  the  Republic. — I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROBEJRT  LISTOW0 

Right  Han.  Lord  Hawkefbury,  &c.  &c.  &c* 

No.  23.  Extract  of  a Difpateh  from  Lord  HawfcelBury,  to  Lord  Whit* 
worth,  dated  November  30,  18 02. 

His  Majefty*s  Government  have  learnt  with  fome  furprize 
from  the  communications  from  General  Stuart,  that  that  officer 
had  fignified  to  Colonel  Sebaftiani  his  inability  to  evacuate 
Egypt,  until!  he  fliould  receive  fpecific  orders  for  that  purpofe. 
It  is  certainly  true  that  no  warrant  has  been  tranfmitted  to  Gene- 
ral Stuart,  or  to  his  predeceffior  the  Earl  of  Cavan,  for  the  evacu- 
ation of  Egypt  : neither  was  it  confidered  to  be  neceffary,  in  ag 
much  as  his  Majefly’s  Government  had  already  exprefled  their 
intention  to  General  Stuart,  in  his  i n ft  ructions,  that,  except  in 
a cafe  of  abfolute  neceffity,  the  King’s  troops  fliould  remain  in 
Egypt  no  longer  than  the  month  of  July  laft.  In  all  the  in- 

D 2 flanc'.  j 


( ^ 

(lances  of  places  which. had  been  conqucrl^^y  the  King’.-*  force* 
and  of  which  pofieffion  had  been  taken  yv.his  MajeRy’s  name,  it 
has  been  ufual  when  they  have  been  r e'*ord  to  the  French  Rt- 
public  or  its  Allies,  that  the  command/17/1*  rmicer  fliould  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  a regular  warrant/  nder  tile  Mini’s  fign  manual,  au- 
thoriiing  him  to  make  fuch  rt*  oration.  Ijut  the  cafe  in  Egypt  is 
different,  as  that  country  had  never  been -Taken  poffeffion  of  in 
his  Ma jelly’s  name,  as  it  had  been  a&ually  retfor\d  to  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  and  as  certain  Rations  in  it  were  continued  to  be  oc- 
cupied merely  as  military  polb,  until  the  means  of  removing  the 
troops  fhould  be  provided. 

It  is  probable,  that  in  the  prefen t inftance,  General  Stuart  may 
have  been  milled  by  a doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  his  own  power, 
and  by  the  opinion  that  he  required  a warrant  to  evacuate  Egypt, 
fimilar  to  that  which  had  been  granted  to  officers  who  fuperin- 
tended  the  reftitution  of  conqueRs  of  which  poffeffion  had  been 
takfen  in  his  MajeRy’s  name.  In  order,  however,  to  obviate  any 
farther  difficulties,  inftru£tions  have  now  been  fent  to  General 
Stuart,  directing  him  to  remove  the  King’s  troops  from  Egypt 
with  as  little  delay  as  poffible,  and  iurformation  has  been  given  to 
this  effect  to  General  Andreolfi. 

No.  24.  Extra#  of  a Difpatch  from  Ford  St,  Helens  to 
Lord  Hawkefbury,  dated  Peterfburgh,  July  20,  1 802. 

I have  fince  renewed  my  application  to  this  Government  on 
the  bufinefs  of  Malta,  and  have  fome  reafons  to  hope  that  feme 
impreffion  has  Deen  made  on  the  mind  of  his  Imperial  Majefly. 
The  French  Minitler  however  has  not  yet  received  his  inftrufti- 
ons  : and  till  they  arrive,  it  will  of  courfe  be  impoffible  for  me 
to  take  the  requifite  Reps  for  bringing  this  affair  to  any  fatisfac- 
tory,  o • even  pefitiv  iffue.' 

No.  25.— Is  an  extraft  of  a difpatch  from  Lord  St.  Helens  to 
Lord  Hawkefbury,  dared  Peterfburgh,  AuguR  4.,  1802,  an- 
nouncing, that  he  had  not  been  aole  to  make  an  official  demand 
of  the  Emperor’s  guaranty,  at  cording  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  as  the  French  Mimihr  was  Rill  withoi  t inftru&ions 
au'hor-iting  him  to  join  in  the  demand. 

No.  26. — Extract  of  a difpatch  from  the  Honourable  A Paget  to  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  dated  Vienna,  18th  July,  1802. 

On  the  15'h  inRanr,  M.  de  Champagny  and  i met  at  the  con- 
ference at  the  Vice  Chancellor’s,  to  whom  we  prefented  our  ref- 
peft.ive  Notes,  copiesof  which  1 have  the  honour  to  encloi'e, 
marked  A<  and  B. 

(Theinclofure  marked  A.) 

Merely  invites  the  Vice  Chancellor  to  lay  the  13th  paragraph 
of*  the  article  in  the  treaty,  refpefting  the  guarantee  of  Malta, 
Ik  fore  his  Imperial  Mij-Rv. 

The  inclofure,  marked  B. 

Is  3 Note  to  the  fame  purpoile  from  Champagny,  the  French 
Min  i'Rer. 

No. 
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No.  27.*—  Extract  of  a Difpatch  from  the  Hon.  A Paget  to  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  dated  Vienna,  22d  Auguftj  i8o>.  * 

I have  the  honour  herewith  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lord  (hip  the 
Emperor’s  a£t  ut  guarantee  and  accellion  to  the  to  h article  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

(The  inclofure  referred  to  in  the  above.) 

The  at5!  of  guarau  ee  and  dccellion  ot  1 tie  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many is  in  the  ulual  form,  and  is  figned  by 

Francis  Count  of  Collnredo. 
Lewis  Count  of  Cobenrzel. 

No.  28. — Extract  of  a Difpatch  from  Mr.  Cafamaj  r to  Lord  Ha\v,kcfbury, 
dated  Berlin,  Angwlt  21,  1802; 

Having  opened  d-e  lubjed  of  your  F.orilniip’s  laft  difpatch,  re- 
lative to  theacceftion  of  this  Court  to  the  arrangement  ftipuiated 
in  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amien^,  to  Mr.  Bignon,  this 
gentleman  undertook  very  willingly  to  mention  t he  fame  to  his 
Government,  and  has  in  fad  already  performed  his  p/omife.-  In 
(everal  conventions  with  Mr.  Bignon,  in  which  1 have  occali- 
onally  remarked  that  nothing  had  hitherto  b.-en  faid  to  me  brre 
upon  the  fubjed  of  Malta,  he  has  con  ft'  inly  affeded  the  greateft 
indifference,  and  treated  it  as  a bufinefs  of  too  little  importance 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  French  Government. 

No.  29. — Extrad  of  a Difpatch  from  Mr.  Cafamajor  to  Lord  Haw  kef- 
burv>  dated  Bedin,  Augutl  3 1 , 1802. 

Mr.  Bignon  received  laft  night  in ftrubfions  from  the  French 
Government,  to  invite  the  King  of  Pruftia,  conjointly  whh  me< 

. to  accede  to  the  guarantee  of  the  independence  of  the  1 fluid  of 
Malta,  and  of  the  other  Stipulations  .relating  to  that  id. ind,  which 
are  contained  in  the  tenth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
Amiens,  Mr.  Bignon  fent  to  me  ^immediately,  and  we  propofe 
to  meet  to-morrow  for  the  purpofeof  preparing  a Note  upon  this  . 
fuhje£t,  of  which  we  (hall  each  prelent  a copy  to  Count  Haug- 
witz. 

No.  30. — Extract  of  a Difpatch  from  Mr.  Gafamajor  to  Lord  Hawkef* 
bury,  dated  Berlin,  October  2,  1802. 

My  Note  upon  the  lubject  of  the  guarantee  of  Malta  remains 
linanfwered; 

No.  31. — Extraft  of  a Difpatch  from  Mr.  Jackfon  to  Lord  Hawkeibury, 
dated  Berlin,  November  25,  1 802. 

At  my  firft  interview  wiirh  Count  Hiugwitz,  I mid  him  that 
the  only  (ubjeft  in  fufpenfe  between  our  two  courts,  to  which 
I m-ed  call  his  immediate  attention,  wav  mat  of  the  guaranty  of 
Malta,  on  which  an  anfwe  is  itill  due  from  him.  He  adverted 
•to  what  he  had  told  Mr.  Cafamajor  of  the  King  his  mafter  hav- 
ing ordered  a resort  to  be  made  to  him  on  the  ftate  of  the  com- 
imanderies  >n  Siic.fia,  hinting  that  this  country  took  a very  flight 
inter<ft  in  the  tare  of  the  ifland  j and  that  he  was  countenanced 
in  withholding  its  guaranty  by  the  example  of  Spain.  He  how- 
ever added  that  the  report  hn  queftion  bad  been  made  to’  the 

King, 
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King,  and  that  he  only  •waited  his  ritajefty’s  commands  to  confe 
•uith  me  farther  upon  the  fubjeft. 

No.  J2*— Extra#  of  a Difpatch  from  Mr.  GarHke  to  Lord  Hawke Iburv 
Dated  Pctcrrtmrgbj  Sept.  17,  1802. 

1 he  French  minifter  has,  at  length,  been  directed  by  his  Go 
vernment  to  make,  conjointly  with  his  majefty’s  minifter  here 
a formal  invitation  to  the  Emperor  of  Ruilia  'for  his  Imperia 
majelty  s guaranty  of  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens- 

No.  33.  Extra#  of  a Difpatch  from  Sir  John  Borlafe  VVarrren  to  Un 
Hawkcfbur y,  dated  St.  Peteriburgh,  Nov.  ,8,  1802. 

On  the  3d  inftant  I waited  upon  the  Chancellor  with  Genera 
liedouville,  when  the  Note  of  invitation  for  his  Imperial  ma 
jefty  s guaranty  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  wa 
preiented  by  each  of  us. 

No.  34.  Extra#  of  a Difpatch  from  Sir  J.  B.  Warreri  to  Lord  Hawkelbury 
dated  St.  Peterftmrgh,  25th  Nov,  i8o». 

Fhe  Chancellor  appointed  yefthrday  evening  for  delivering  to 
me,  and  to  the  french  minifter,  the  anfwer  of  the  Ruffian  Go 
vernment  to  his  majeft y’s  invitation  for  his  Imperial  majefty' 
acceffion  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

(Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  34.)—' Tranflation. 

Conditions  upon  which  His  Imperial  Majefty  of  elf  the  Ruffas  is  wUlimJ 
Amiens  t0  ^ ft,puIaUOnS  of  thc  Iot]A  article  of  the  treaty  ol 

*•,  The  j?cTfeno"1fdg«ment  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Order  of 
St.  John  ol  Jerufalem  over  the  Ifland  of  Malta,  and  its  depen- 
dencies; the  acknowledgement  of  the  grand  mafter,  and  of  the 
cml  gove  nment  of  the  Order,  according  to  the  ancient  inftitu- 
■ ,wlth  [de  adm,fllon  into  it  of  native  Maltefe.  Upon  thi: 
point,  as  well  as  upon  every  other  that  may  relate  to  its  interioi 
organization,  the  legal  Government  of  the  Order  Ihall  have  the 
power  to  enact  and  preferibe  fuch  regulations  as  it  may  judge 

of  d,e°Orf.“  " 1Jr°m0te  thC  fuUir£  wdfare  and 

JV  r J n J r‘"e  of  'he  two  Sicilies,  as  Suzerain 

v an  , ia  remain  oh  the  fame  footing  as  they  were 

AmieTs  ° V'ar  “ 18  now  Icr'nina'ted  by  the  Treaty  ol 

j Jjepend‘*nce  and  neutrality  of  the  ifland  of  Malta, 
£ p®?’  and  d^P«dencies,  Ihall  be  fecured  and  guaranteed  by 
"Lfu  ' C?‘raa,n?  P°wen>  who  frail  mutually  engage  to 
wheT  If  3 ma!nta,“  tha‘  neutrality  in  ail  cafes  of  war  : 
whether  between  each  other,  or  between  any  of  them  and  any 

of  fo *er'  T ,fCePtlnS  His  Sicilian  Majefty,  whofe  rights 
d^am?.8?  7 n°!  eXtend  f°  as  to  eMbl«  » caufe  a 

by1 T.  p«&A«!  neUtralit7°f  the  Ifland'  nteed 

‘°  PIOvide’  J “ 


trality, 


ources,  for  the  maintenance  of  its  independence  and  neu 
as  lecured  by  the  preceding  articles,  as  well  as  for  th 
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defence  of  tlicir  principal  refidence,  the  different  forts  lhail  He 
Dccupied  by  his  Sicilian  ma jelly’s  troops,  who  lhail  lend  a l'ufti- 
:ient  force  for  the  defence  of  the  illand  and  its  dependencies,  the 
number  of  which  lhail  be  agreed  upon  by  his  laid  majelty  and 
the  two  Contracting  Powers,  who  lhail  take- upon  themfelves 
mnjointly.  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  whole  of  the  faid 
iroops,  fo  long  as  the  defence  of  thp  illand  lhail  continue  to  be 
intruded  to  them,  during  which  period  the  laid  troops  lhail  be 
.inder  the  authority  of  thf  grand  mafter  and  his  government. 

V.  Theprefent  additional  Adi  lhail  beconlidered  as  forming 
*n  integral  part  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  the  fame  as  if  it  had 
been  inserted  therein,  word  lor  word,  and  ^liall  be  executed  in 
like  manner. 

VI.  Their  majellies  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  the  Empr. 
of  the  Romans,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
and  the  King  of  Prulha,  lhail  be  invited  to  accede  to  this  adl  as 
guarantees. 

(Signed)  Comte  Alexander  de  Woronzow. 

No.  35.  Paris,  January  27 , 1803. 

My  Lord— I have  to  report  to  your  Lordlhip  the  purport  of  a 
ronverfation  I had  on  Tuefday  by  appointment  with  M.  Tal- 
leyrand. He  had  invited  me  fome  d<*ys  ago  for  this  purpole. 
The  communication  he  had  to  make  to  me  related  to  two  points, 
bqth  equally  important,  as  he  faid,  to  the  maintenance  of  good 
harmony  between  the  two  Countries;  with  this  difference,  how- 
ever, that  the  one  originated  with  himfelf,  and  was  dictated  by 
his  anxiety  to  do  away  every  thing  which  might  feed  the  mutual 
irritation  of  the  two  countries:  and  the  other  by  the  exprefs 
Order  of  the  Firlt  Conful.  That  which  came  from  himfelf 
related  to  the  Englilh  Newfpapers,  again!!  which  he  pronounced 
a moil  bitter  philippic,  alluring  me  that  the  Eirll  Conful  was 
extremely  hurt  to  find  that  his  endeavours  to  conciliate  had  hi- 
therto produced  no  effedt  than  to  encreafe  the  abufe  with  which 
the  Papers  in  England  continually  loaded  him.  He  expatiated 
much  upon  this  topic,  and  endeavoured  to  eftablilh  a fact,  which 
I allured  him  a reference  to  any  one  Newfpaper  in  Paris  would 
mftantly  refute,  that  during  four  months  not  a word  of  provoca- 
tion had  appeared  in  any  French  Journal,  which,  could  juftify 
a retort  from  thofe  publilhed  in  England,  For  the  reft  he  ad- 
vanced nothing  but  what  has  been  faid  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion to  Mr.  Merry,  and  reported  by  him  to  your  Lordlhip.  I 
was  however  given  to  underftand,  that  the  Firft  Conful  was  in 
fact  highly  incepfed,  and  the  more  fo,  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  as 
it  came  from  a Country  of  whofe  good  opinion  he  was  fo  very 
ambitious. 

In  my  reply,  I could  but  go  over  the  old  ground,  and  endea- 
vour to  make  M.  Talleyrand  underftand — firlt,  That  whatever 
was  faid  in  the  Englilh  Papers  might  be  conlidered  but  as  a 
national  retaliation  for  what  was  publilhed  in  the  French  Papers. 
Secondly,  That  what  was  offic:ally  publilhed  here  was  by  no 
means  fo  in  England — and  thirdly,  That  although  the  Govern- 
ment 
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tnent  poffefied  a controul  over  the  prefs  in  France,  the  Englifh 
Government  neither  had  nor  could  have,  unlefs  they  purchafed 
it  at  the  lame  price,  any  whatever  in  England.  Upon  this  he 
endeavoured  to  prove  to  me,  that  there  were  papers  in  England 
attached  to  different  parties,  and  went  over  thdir  names  and  fqp- 
pofed  connexions  with  great  precipitation  ; and  that  confe- 
quently  his  majefty’s  mini  Iters  might  fo  far  controul  thofe  at  leaft 
which  depended  upon  them,  as  to  prevent  their  inlerting  that 
abufe  which  muft  becoufidered  as  having  their  fanction.  I en- 
deavoured to  explain  to  him  what  the  influence  was,  which  he 
fuppofed  mini  iters  to  pofiefs  in  England  ; that  it  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  a preference  which  your  lardfhip  for  inftante 
might  give  to  one  paper  rather  than  to  another,  by  fending  to 
i t any  articles  of  news  which  it  might  be.  wifhed  to  make  public, 
but  that  your  Lordfhip’s  influence  went  no  further;  and  that  if 
the  Editor  of  fuch  a paper  conceived  it  more  for  his  intereft  to 
continue  to  write  after  his  own  fancy  and  uncontrouled,  than  to 
Ibe  the  publifher  of  fuch  occaflonal  articles,  in  that  cafe  all  in- 
fluence was  at  an  end.  I told  him,  that  if  he  had  remarked 
any  ahufh  e artipfe  in  any  paper  of  fuch  a defeription,  jt  was  na- 
tural and  fair  to  conclude  that  it  did  not  depend  upon  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  it.  He  perfifted  in  his  opinion,  that  his  ma* 
jefty's  minifiers  might  keep  certain  papers  in  order,  as  I did  in 
affuring  him,  that  until  the  Firft  Conful  could  fo  far  mafter 
his  feelings  as  to  be  as  indifferent  to  the  feurrility  of  the  Englifh 
prints,  as  the  Englifh  Government  was  to  that  which  daily  ap- 
peared in  the  French,  this  fiate  of  irritation  was  irremediable,, 
I told  him,  however,  that  I would  report  the  fubftance  of  this 
communication  to  your  Lordfhip,  although  I could  affure  him 
that  your  Lordfhip  could  add  nothing  to  the  explanation  which 
had  been 'given,  and  in  fuch  detail,  by  Mr.  Merry  from  your 
Lord  (hip.  ,/ 

“ iVl.  Talleyrand,  with  great  folemnity,  required  of  me  to 
inform  him,  and  tins  by  the  exprefs  order -of  the  Firft  Coriful, 
what  were  his  Majefty’s  intentions  with  regard  to  the  evacuation 
of  Malta  ? He  again  on  this  occafion  made  great  profeffions  of 
his  fincere  defire  10  let  aflde  every  thing  which  could  interrupt 
the  good  underffanding  between  the  two  Governments  ; adding, 
that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  the  French  Government 
ihould  know  what  it  v;as  meant  to  do,  when  that  claufe  in  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  which  fiipulates  the  ceffion  of  Malta,  fhould 
be  fully  accomplished.  Fie  laid  that  another  grand  mafter  would 
now  very  foon  be  eiedted  ; that  all  the  powers  of  Europe  invited 
fo  to  do,  with  the  exception  of  Ruffia,  whofe  difficulties  it  was 
eafy  to  vemove,  and  without  whom  the  guaranty  would  be 
equally  .complete,  were  ready  to  come  forward  ; and  that  confe- 
quently  the  term  would  very  foon  arrive,  when  Great  Britain 
could  have  no  pretext  for  keeping  longer  pofTeffion.  I informed 
him  that  I would  report  his converfation  to  your  Lordfhip,  and 
would  have  the  honour  of  communicating  to  hiip  your  Lordfhip's 
anfwer  as  foon  as  I co.uld  receive  it. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &rc. 

Whitworth. 

flight  Honourable  Lord  Hawkefbury,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

N©. 
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No.-3<5‘  Downing-ftreet,  February  9,  1803. 

My  Lord — In  anfwer  to  your  Excellency’s  difpatch  of  Janu- 
ary 27,  relarive  ro  the  enquiry  made  of  you,  by,  the  French 
^Government,  on  1 he  fubje&  of  Malta,  I can  have  no  difficulty 
in  alluring  you,  that  his  Majefty  has. entertained  a molt  Sincere 
defire  that  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  might  be  executed  in  a full 
and  complete  manner;  but  it  has  not  been  poflible  for  him  to 
.consider  this  Treaty  as  having  been  formed  on  principles  diffe- 
rent from  tho.fe  which  have  been  invariably  applied  to  every 
.other  antecedent  Treaty  or, Convention,  namely,  tha^  they  were 
negociated  wjth  reference  to  the  a&ual  (late  of  poffeffion  pf  the 
.different  parties,  and  of  the  treaties  or  public  Engagements  by 
.which  they  were  bound  at  the  time  of  its  conclusion  ; and  that 
.it  that  ftate  of  poffeffion,  and  of  engagements,  was  fo  materially 
..altered  b.y  the  a£f  of  either  of  the  parties  as  toaffed  the  nature 
of  the  com  pad  itfelf,  the  other  party  has  a right,  according  to 
the  law  of  nations,  to  interfere  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  fa- 
tisfadion  or  compenfation  for  any  eff.ntial  difference  which 
iuch  ads  may  have  Subsequently  made  in  their  relative  Situation  ; 
that  if  there  .ever  was  a cafe  to  which  this  principle 
might  be  applied  with  peculiar  propriety,  it  w-as  .that  of  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace  ; for  the  Negociation  was  conneded  on  a balls 
not  merely  propofed  by  his  Majefty,  but  Specially  agreed  to  *fl 
an  official  Note  by  the  French  Government,  viz.  that  his  Ma- 
jefty fhould  keep  a compenlation  out  of  his  conquefts  for  the 
important  acquisitions  of  territory  made  by  France  upon  the 
Continent.  This  is  a fufficient  proof  that  the  compad  was  un- 
derftood  to  have  been. concluded  with  reference  to  the  than  ex- 
isting ftate  of  things  ; for  themeafureof  his  Majefty’s  compen* 
fation  was  to  be  calculated  with  reference  to  the  acquisitions  of 
Franceat  that  time  ; and  if  the  interference  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment in  the  general  affairs  of  Europe  Since  that  period  ; if 
their  interposition  with  refped  to  Switzerland  and  Holland, 
.whofe  independence  was  guaranteed  by  them  at  the  time  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace;  if  the  annexations  which 
have  been  made  to  France  in  various  quarters,  but  particularly 
,thofe  in  Jjtaly,  have  extended  the  territory  and  incr£afed  the 
power  of  the  French  Government,  his  Majefty  tvould  be  war- 
ranted, confiftently  with  the  fpirit  of  the  treaty  of  pence,  in 
claiming  equivalents  for  thefe  acquisitions,  as  a counterpoife  to 
the  augmentation  of  the  power  of  France.  His  Majefty,  how- 
ever anxious  to  prevent  all  ground  pf  mifunderftanding,  and  de- 
sirous of  confolidating  the  general  peace  of  Europe,  as  far  as 
might  be  in  his  power,  was  willing  to  have  waived  the  preten- 
sions he  might  have  a right  to  advance  of  this  nature;  and  as 
the  other  articles  of  the  de  finitive  treaty  have  been  ready  to 
have  carried  into  effect  the  true  intent  and  fpirit  of  the  to  h Ar- 
ticle, the  execution  of  which,  according  to  its  terms,  had  been 
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rendered  impracticable  by  circumfbnces  which  it  was  not  in 
his  Majefty’s  power  to  controul.  A communication  to  your 
Lordftiip  would  accordingly  have  been  prepared  conformably  to 
this  difpofition,  if  the  attention  of  his  Majefty’s  Government 
had  not  been  attracted  by  the  very  extraordinary  publication  of 
the  report  of  Colonel  Sebaftiani  to  the  Firft  Conful.  It  is  im- 
poflible  for  his  Majeftv  to  view  this  report  in  any  other  light 
than  as  an  official  publication  ; for  without  referring  particular- 
ly- to  explanations  which  have  been  repeatedly  given  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  publications  in  the  Moniteur,  the  article  in  quefiion, 
as  it  purports  to  be  the  report  to  the  Firft  Conful  of  an  accre- 
dited Agent,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  figned  by  Colonel  Se- 
baftiani himfelf,  and  as  it  is  published  in  the  official  paper,  with 
Unofficial  title  affixed  to  if,  rhuft  be  confidered  authorized  by 
the  French  Government.  This  Report  contains  the  moft  unjuf- 
tifiable  infinuations  and  charges  againft  the  officer  who  comman- 
ded his  Majefiy’s  forces  in  Egypt,  and  the  Britifli  army  in  that 
quarter,  infinuations  and  charges  wholly  deflitute  T>f  foundation, 
and  fuch  as  would  warrant  his  Majefty  in  demanding  that  fatis- 
faftion,  which  on  occafions  of  this  nature,  independent  Powers 
in  a State  of  Amity  have  a right  to  expert  from  each  other.  It 
difclofes,  moreover,  views  in  the  higheft  degree  injurious  to  the 
interefts  of  his  Maje tty’s  Dominions,  and  dire&Iy  repugnant  to, 
and  utterly  inconfiftent  with,  the  Spirit  and  Letter  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  concluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  French  Go- 
vernment f and  his  Majefty  would  feel  that  he  was  warning  in  a 
proper  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  Crcvr n,  and  to  the  Interefts 
of  his  Dominions,  if  he  could  fee  with  indifference  fuch  a fyf- 
tem  developed  and  avowed.  His  Majefty  cannot,  therefore, 
regard  the  conduct  of  the  French  Government  on  various  occa- 
* lions  ft  nee  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  Treaty,  the  infinua- 
tions and  Charges  contained  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Sebaftiani, 
and  the  views  which  that  report  dilclofes,  without  feeling  it  ne- 
cefiary  for  him  difti-nftly  to  declare,  that  it  will  be  impoffible 
for  him  to  entfr  into  any  further  difeuftion  relative  to  Malta, 
unlefs  he  receives  fatisfaiWy  explanation  on  the  lubjeft  of  this 
communication. 

Your  Exctllency  is  defired  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  fully 
explaining  his  Majcfty’s  fentiments  as  above  ftared  to  the  French 
Government. — I am,  &c.  Hawkksbury. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth,  K.  B.  Sec.  &c.  &c. 

No,  37. — Extract  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkcflbury, 
dated  Paris,  February  17,  1803. 

I have  the  hmiour  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  I faw  M, 
de  Talleyrand  on  Tuefday  laftj  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying 
into  effect  your  Lordfijlp’s  inftru&ions  of  the  9'h  inft.  I began 
by  telling  him  that  I had  nothing  new  to  communicate 
to  him,  but.  merely  to  confirm  officially  that  which  I had 
already  from  myfelf  premiftd.  I did  not  however  pafs  over 
with  the  fame  indifference,  the  arguments  with  which  your  Lord- 

fliip 
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/hip  has  furniflied  me.  I recapitulated  them  all ; — the  principle 
on  which  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  was  founded;  and  the  right 
which  naturally  arofe  from  that  principle,  of  interference  on  our 
part  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  latisfa&ion  or  compenfation, 
for  any  tflential  differences  which  may  have  arifen  in  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  two  countries.  I inftanced  the  cafes,  beginning 
with  Italy  and  concluding  with  Switzerland,  in  which  the  terri- 
tory or  influence  of  France  had  been  extended  fubltquent  to 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

I reprelented  to  him  that  this  principle  of  compenfation  had 
been  fully  and  formally  admitted  by  the  French  Government, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Negociation  at  Amiens.  I then  told  him 
that  not withftanding  the  indifputable  right  which  his  Majefty 
might  have  derived  of  claiming  fome  counterpojfe  for  fuch  ac- 
quifitions,  inftrmft  ions  would  have  been  given  me,  by  which  I 
fliould  have  been  empowered  to  declare  his  Majefty’s  readinefs 
to  carry  into  etfeft  the  full  intent  of  the  tenth  Article  of  the 
Treaty,  if  the  attention  of  his  Majefty’s  Government  had  not 
been  rouftd  hv  the  official  publication  of  Colonel  Sebaftiani’s 
report  to  the  Fir  ft  Conful.  It  was  ufelefs  to  recapitulate  the 
particulars  of  this  very  extraordinary  report;  but  I appealed  to 
him  whether  it  was  not  of  a nature,  exciufive  of  the  perfonal 
ailufions  it  contained,  to  excite  the  utmoft  jealoufy  in  the  minds 
of  his  Majefty  s Minifters,  and  to  demand  on  their  part  every 
meaiure  of  precaution.  I concluded  with  the  diftincf  declaration, 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  his  Majefty  to  enter  into  any  further 
difculfion  relative  to  Malta,  unlei's  he  receives  fatisfa&ory  expla- 
nations on  the  fubjeft  of  th-,  Fir  ft  Conful’s  views. 

M.  de  Talleyrand  in  his  reply,  did  not  attempt  to  difpute 
the  drift  of  my  argument.  He  admitted,  with  an  affc&ed  tone 
of  candour,  that  the  jealoufy  he  felt  on  the  fcore  of  Egypt,  with 
a view  to  our  poftlftions  in  India,  was  natural  But  he  could 
not  admit  that  any  thing  had  appeared  in  the  conduft  of  the 
French  Government  in  juftifieation  of  the  alarm  we  exprefled. 
After  repeating  what  he  had  faid  to  me. in  a former  converfation 
on  the  fubjeft  of  Sebaftiani’s  million,  which  he  afterted  to  be 
Jhiftly  Commercial , he  expatiated  at  great  length  on  the  fincere 
defire  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  maintain  inviolable  the  peace  which 
had  been  fo  lately  concluded ; adding,  that  the  fituation  of  the 
French  Finances  was  fuch,  that  were  not  this  defire  of  peace  in 
the  Firft  Conful  an  effedl  of  lyftein,  it  would  be  moft  imperioufly 
dictated  to  him  by  the  total  impolli biiity  in  which  this  country 
found  itfelf  of  carrying  on  that  extenfive  ftate  of  warfare,  which 
even  a partial  rupture  would  naturally  lead  to.  He  exprefted 
great  furprize,  therefore,  that  any  fufpicion  fliould  attach,  when 
the  means  of  difturbing  the  public  tranquility  were,  as  muft  be 
well  known  in  England,  lo  completely  wanting,  and  defired  to 
know  what  was  the  nature  and  degree  of  latisfaftion  which  his 
Majefty  could  require.  On  this  1 told  him,  that  I could  not 
pretend  to  lay  by  what  means  thofe  apprehenfions,  which  the 
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ConduCt  of  this  Government  had  raifed  in  England,  were  to 
be  allayed  ; but  I could  affaire  him,  that  in  the  difcuffion  of 
them,  we  fhould  be  animated  folely  by  a lincere  dtfire  to  be 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  his  affertions,  fince  on  that  depended- 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  Europe.  I took  this  opportunity  of 
alluring  him,  that  although,  according  to  his  ftatement  of  the 
Situation  of  France,'  we  might  poffefs  in  a greater  dtgree  the  means 
of  Supporting  the  expence  of  a war,  fince  thole  means  arofe  from' 
Sources  which  even'  a State  of  warfare  did  not  dry  up,  yet  fuclr 
tfashis  Majefty’s  Sincere  defire  of  maintaining  peace,  that  no- 
thing but  abSolute  and  unavoidable  necefuty  would  ever  induce^ 
him  to  deprive  his  Subjects  of  the  blelfiiigs  which  they  begin 
tb  enjoy. 

X^o.  38. — Letter  from- Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkefbury. 

Paris, -February.  21,  1803. 

My  Lord~My  laft  difpatch,  in  which  I gave  your  Lordfhip 
an  account  of  my  conference  with  M.  de  Talleyrand,  was  fcarce- 
Jy  gone,  when  I received  a Note  from  him,  informing  me  that 
the  Firft  Conful  wifhed  to  conv-rfe  with  me,  and  defired  T 
would  come  to  him  at  the  Thtiilleries  at  nine  o'clock.  He  re-' 
ceived  me  in  his  Cabinet,  with  tolerable  cordiality,  and,  after 
talking  on  different  fubjeCSs  for  a few  minutes,  he  defired  me  to 
fit  down,  as  he  himfelf  did  on  the  other  ft  le  of  the  table,  and' 
began. — He  told  me,  that  he  felt  it  necelfary,  after  what  had 
piaffed  between  me  and  M.  de  Talleyrand,  that  he  fiiould,  in 
the  mod  clear  and  authentic  manner,  make  known  his  Sentiments' 
to  me  in  order  to  their  being  communicated  to  his  Majefty  ; and 
he  conceived  this  would  be  more  effectually  done  by  himfelf  than  • 
through  any  medium  whatever.  He  faid,  that  it  was  a matter 
of  infinite  disappointment  to  him,  that  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,- 
inltead  of  being  followed  by  conciliation  and  friendfhip.  the 
natural  effects  of  Peace,  had  been  productive  only  of  continual 
and  increafing  jealoufy  and  miftrult  ; and  that  this  n iftruft  was 
now  avowed  in  fuch  a manner  as  mult  bring  the  point  to  an 
iffue. 

He  now  enumerated  the  Several  provocations  which  he  pre«‘ 
tended  to ‘have  received  from  England.  He  placed  in  the  firft 
line  our  not  evacuating  Malta  and  Alexandria,  as  we  were 
bound  to  do  by  treaty.  In  this  he  faid  that  no  confiideration  on 
earth  Should  make  him  acquiefce;  and  of  the  two  he  had  rather 
iee  us  in  poffeffaort  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine  than  Malta. 
He  then  adverted  tQ-  the7  abuie  thrown  out  again  ft  him  in  the 
Englifh  Public  Prints ; but- this,  he  faid,  he  did  not  So  mucq 
regard  as  jhat  which  appeared  in  the  French  Papers  publiflied 
in  London.  ThL  he  confidered  as  much  more  mifehievous,  • 
Since  it  was  meant  to  excite  this  country  againlt  him  and 
his  Government.  He  complained  of  the  protection1  giv- 
en to  Georges  and  others  of  his  description,  who  in- 
stead ; of  being  fent  to  Canada,  as  had  been  repeatediv 
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prbrnifed,  were  permitted  to  remnin  in  England,  handfornely 
pentioned,  and  conftantly  commitring  all  forts  of  crimes  on  the 
coafts  of  France,  as  well  as  in  the  interior.  In  confirmation  of 
this',  he  told  me,  that  two  men  had  within  thefe  few  days  been 
apprehended  in  Normandy,  and  were  now  on  their  way  to,  Paris, 
who  were  hired  afTamhs,  and  who  were  employed  by  the  Bifiiop* 
of  Arras,  by  the  Baron  de  R'olle,  by  Georges,  and  by  Dntheil, 
as  would  be  fully  proved  in  a court  of  juft  ce,  and  made  known' 
to  the  world. 

He  acknowledged  the  irritation  he  felt  againft  England  in- 
creafed  daily,  becaufe  every  wind  (I  make  ule  as  much  as  1 can 
of  his  own  ideas  and  exprcflions) 1 which  blew  from  England 
brought  nothing  but  enmity  and  hatred  againft  him,- 

He  now  went  back  to  Egypt,  and  told  me,  that  if  he  had  felt 
the  fmalleft  inclination  to  take  pofleflidn  of  it  by  force,  he  might 
have  done  it  a month  ago,  by  fending  twenty-five  thoufand  men 
to  Aboukir,  who  would  have  poflelfed  themfelves  of  the  whole" 
country  in  defiance  of  the  four  thoufand  Britifh  in  Alexandria. 
That  inftcad  of  that  garrilon  being  a means  of  protecting  Egypt, 
if  was  only  Furnifhing  him  with  a pretence  for  invading  it.  This ' 
he  Jhould  not  do,  whatever  might  be  kis  dejire  to  have  it  as  a Colony , be- 
caufe he  did  not  think  it  worth  the  rijk  of  a war , in  which  he  might , per- 
haps, be  ccnfdered  as  the  aggrejfor , and  by  which  he  fiould  lofe  more 
than  he  could  gain,  fi nee  foontr  or  later  Egypt  would  belong  to  France 
either  by  the falling  to  pietes  of  the  Turkijk  Empire , or  by  fome • arrange - 
rnent  with  t]ie  Porte. 

As  a proof  of  his  defi're  to  maintain  peace,  he  wiflied  to  know 
what  he  had  to  gain  by  going  to  war  with  England  ? A defeent 
was  the  only  means  of  offence  he  had,  and  that  he  was  determin- 
ed to  attempt,  by  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  expedition. 
But  how  could  it  befuppofed,  that  after  having  gained  the  height 
on  which  he  flood,  he  would  rifk.  his  life  and  reputation  in  fuch 
a hazardous  attempt,  unlefs  forced  to  it  by  neceflity,  when  the 
chances  were  that  he  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  expedition 
would  goto  the  bottom  of  the  fea  ? He  talked  much  on  this 
fubjeCl,  but  never  affeCled  to  diminifli  the  danger.  He  acknow- 
ledged that  there  were  one  hundred  chances  to  one  againft  him  j 
but  ftill  he  was  determined  to  attempt  it,  if  war  fhould  be  the 
conlequence  of  the  prefent  dil’culiion  ; and  that  fuch  was  the 
difpofition  of  the  troops,  that  army  after'  army  would  be  found 
for  the  enterprise. 

He  then  expatiated  much  on  the  natural  force  of  the  two  coun- 
tries France,  with  an  army  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand men,  for  to  this  amount,  it  is,  he  faid,  to  be  immediately  com - 
pleated,  all  ready  for  the  moft  defperate  enterprizes  ; and  England 
with  a fleet  that  made  her  miftrefs  of  the  leas,  and  which  he  did 
not  think  he  fhould  be  able  to  equal  in  lefs  than  ten  years.  Two 
ffcch  countries  by  a proper  undemanding  might  govern  the 
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vorld,  hut  by  their  ftrifes  might  overturn  it.  He  faid,  if  he  had 
nor  frit  the  enmity  oi  the  Brirfll)  Government  on  every  occafion 
fince the  treaty  of  Amiens,  there  would  have  been  nothing  that 
he  would  not  have  done  to  prove  his  dtfire  to  conciliate  ; parti- 
cipation in  indemnities  as  well  as  in  influence  on  lh^  Conti- 
nent ; treaties  of  commerce,  in  fliort,  any  thing  that  could  have 
given  fatisfailion,  and  have  teftified  his  friendfljip.  Nothing, 
however,  had  been  able  to  conquer  the  hatred  of  the  Britifli  Go- 
vernment, and,  thereloieit  was  now  come  to  the  point,  whether 
we  fhould  have  peace  or  war  ? To  preferve  peace,  tfre  treaty  of 
Amiens  muft  be  fulfilled  ; the  abufe  in  the  public  prints,  if  not 
totally  rupprtfled,  at  leafl  kept  within  bounds,  and  confined  to 
the  Enghlh  papers ; and  the  protection  fo  openly  given  to  his 
birterelt  enemies  (alluding  to  Georges  and  perfons  of  that  des- 
cription) muft  be  withdrawn.  If  war,  it  was  neceflury  only  to 
fay  1o,  and  to  refufe  to  fulfil  the  treaty.  He  now  made  the  tour 
of  Europe  to  prove  to  me,  that  ip  its  prefent’ftate,  there  was  no 
p-yvver  with  w hich  we  could  coalefce,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
waragainft  France  ; conlequently  i:  was  our  intereft.  to  gain 
time,  and  if  we  had  any  point  to  gain,  renew  the  war  when  cir- 
cumftances  u!ere  more  favourable.  He  faid,  it  was  not  doing 
him  juftice  to  fuppofe,  that  he  conceived  himfelfabove  the  opi- 
nion of  his  country  or  of  Europe.  He  would  not  rifk  uniting 
Europe  againft  him  by  any  violent  a<5t  of  aggrtifton  : neither  was 
he  fo  powerful  in  France  as  to  perfuade  the  nation  to  go  to  war 
unlefs  on  good  grounds.  He  laid,  that  he  had  not  chaltifed  the 
Algerines,  from  his  un willingnefs  fo  excite  the  jealoufy  of  other 
powers,  but  he  hoped  that  England,  Ruiiia  and  France  would 
one  day  feel  that  it  w»as  their  intereft  to  deftroyfucha  neft  of 
thieves,  and  force  them  To  live  rather  by  cultivating  their  land 
than  by  pUrnder. 

In  the  little  I faid  to  him,  for  he  gave  me  in  the  courfe  of  two 
hours  but  very  few  opportunities  of  faying  a word,  [ confined 
myfelf  ftriCfiy  to  the  tenor  of  your  Lurdfhip’s  inftru&ions.  I 
urged  them  in  the  lame  manner  as  I had  done  to  M.  de  Talley- 
rand, and  dwelt  as  'ftrongly  as  I could  on  the  fenfation  which  the 
publication  of  Sebaftiani’s  report  had  created  in  England,  where 
the  views  of  Fiance  towards  Egypt  muft  always  command  the 
utmoft  vigilance  and  jealoufy.  He  maintained  that  what  ought 
to  convince  us  of  his  defire  of  peace,  was  on  the  one  hand  the 
little  he  had  to  gain  by  renewing  the  war,  and  on  the  other  the 
facility  with  w hich  he  might  have  taken  pofleflion  of  Egypt 
with  the  very  Blips  and  troops  which  were  now  going  from  r!  e 
Mediterranean  to  St.  Domingo,  and  that  wdth  the  approbation  of 
all  Europe,  and  more  particularly  of  the  Turks,  who  had  re- 
peatedly invited  him  to  join  with  them  for  the  purpofe  of  forcing 
- us  to  evacuate  their  territory. 

Ido 
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I Ho  not  pretend  to  follow  the  arguments  of  the  Firft  Con- A) I 
in  detail  ; this  would  he  impoflible,  from  the  vaft  variety  of  mat- 
ter which  he  took  occasion  to  introduce  His  purpofe  was  evi- 
dently to  convince  me  that  on  Malta  mud  depend  peace  or  war, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  imprefs  upon  my  mind  a ftrong  idea  of 
the  means  he  pofTcfled  of  annoying  us  at  home  and  abroad. 

With  regard  to  the  miflruft  a id  jealoufy  which  he  laid  con- 
itinijy  prevailed  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  A niens,  X 
ohi'erved  that  after  a war  of  fuch  long  duration,  fo  full  of  ran- 
cour, and  carried  on  in  a manner  of  which  hiftorv  has  no  exam- 
ple, it  was  but  natural  that  a confiderable  degree  of  agitation 
fliould  prevail ; but  this,  like  the  (well  after  a ftorrn,  would  gra- 
dually lubfide,  if  nor  kept  up  bv  the  policy  of  either  party  ; 
that  1 would  not  pretend  to  pronounce  which  had  been  the  ag- 
greflor  in  the  paper  war  of  which  he  complained*  and  which 
was  flil!  kept  up,  though  with  this  difference,  that  in  England 
it  was  independent  of  Government,  and  in  France  its  very  a tt 
and  deed.  To  this  1 added,  that  it  mud  be  admitted  that  we  had 
iuch  motives  of  miflruft  againft  France  as  could  not  be  alledged 
againit  us,  and  as  I was  going  to  inftance  the  acceflion  of  territo- 
ry and  influence  gained  by  France  fince  the  t eaty,  when  he  in- 
terrupted me  by  faying,  1 fuppofe  you  mean  Piedmont  a cd 
Switzerland;  “ ce  font  ties  bagatelles  and  it  mu  fl  have  been 
forefeen  whilft  the  negotiation  was  pending  ; “ vous  travezpas 
Ie  droit  d’en  parler  a cette  heure.”  I then  alledged  as  a caufe 
of  miflruft  and  ofjealoufy,  the  impoffibility  of  obtain'ng  juflice 
or  any  kind  of  redrefs  for  any  of  his  Mijefty’s  fubj  <5U.  Ke 
sfked  me  in  what  refpect  : and  I told -him  that  fince  the  figning 
of  the  treaty,  not  one  Britifli  claimant  had  been  fatisfitd,  al- 
though every  Frenchman  of  that  defeription  had  been  fo  within 
one  month  after  that  period  ; and  that  fince  1 had  been  here,  and 
I could  fay  as  much  of  my  precteceflors,  not  one  fatisfa’ftory  an- 
iwer  had  been  obtained  to  the  innumerable  reprefen  tat  to  ns  which 
we  had  been  under  the  neceflity  of  making  in  favour  o- 
Britiih  fubje&s,  and  property  detained  in  the  feveral  ports  of 
France  and  ebewhere,  without  even  a fhadow  of  juflice': — fuch 
an  order  of  things,  I faid,  was  not  made  to  infpire  confidence  ; 
but,  oil  the  contrary,  mud  create  miflrufl.  This,  he  faid, 
be  attributed  to  the  natural  difficulties  amending  fuch'  fuiis, 
when  both  parties  thought  themfelvcs  right ; bur  he  denied  that 
fuch  delays  could  proceed  from  any  difinclination  to  do  what 
was  juft  and  right.  With  regard  to  penfior.s  which  were  granted 
to  French  or  Swifs  individuals,  I obferred  that  they  were  given 
as  a reward  for  paft  fervices  during  the  war,  and  mofl  certainly  not 
tor  prefent.ones,  and  (till  lefs  for  fuch  as  had  been  iufinuated,  of 
a nature  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  every  individual  in  England, 
to  the  univerfnlly  acknowledged  loyalty  and  honour  of  the 
Britifli  Government.  That  as  for  any  participation  of  indem- 
nities 
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rdfte',  or  other  acceflions  which  his  Majefty  might  -have  oh-  I 
,tained,  1 Could. take  upon  myfelf  to  affure  him  that  his  Majeftv’sB 
ambition  led  him  rather  to  preferve  than  to  acquire.  And  that  2 
with  regard  to  the  mod  propitious  moment  tor  renewing  hofti-  § 
lities,  his  Majefty  vvhofe  fincere  defire  it  was  to  continue  the  V 
bleliings  of  peace  to  his  fubjeds,  would  always  confider  fuch  a 
meafure  as. the  greateit  calamity  ; but  that  if  : his  Majefty  was  ip 
defirous  of  Peace,  it  muff  not  be  imputed  to  ti;e  difficulty  of  ob- 
laining  Allies  ; and  the  lefs  fo  as  rhpfe  means  which  it  might  be 
neceffary  to  afford  iuch  allies,  for  perhaps  inadequate  fervices, 
.would  all  be  concentrated  in  England,  and  give  a proportionate  2 
increafe  of  energy  to  qur  own  exertidns. 

At  this  part  of  the  coqverfation  he  rofe  from  his  chair,  and  I 
.told  me  that  he  fiiould  give  orders  to. General  Andfeoffi  to  enter 
on  the  difeuffion  of  this  bufinefs  with  your  Lordfliip  ; but  he 
wifhed  that  I fliould  at  the  fame  time  be  made  acquainted  with 
his  motives,  and  convinced  of  his.fincerity,  rather  from  himfelf  * 
than. from  his  Minifters. — Here  then,  after  a converfation  of  twp 
hours,  during  tfie  greateft  part  of  which  he  talked  inceffantly,  ' 
converfed  fpr  a few  moments  on  indifferent  fubjeds  in  apparent  | 
good  htimopr,  and  retired. 

Such  was  nearly,  as, I can  recoiled,  the  purport  of  this  con-  % 
ference. 

It  muff  however  be  observed  that  he  did  not,  as  M.  Tal- 
leyrand  had  done,  affed  to  attribute. Colonel  -Sebeftiani’s  million  / 
to  commercial  motives  only , but  as  one  rendered  necefTary  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  by  the  infraction  by. us  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens.  1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

Whitworth. 

To  the  above  letter  is  added  a P.  S.  informing  Lord 
Hawkefbjry  that  M.  Talleyrand  had  given  Lord  Whitworth  to 
underhand,  that  a project  was  in  contemplation,  by  which  the 
integrity  of  theTurkifh  Empire  would  be  fo  effectually  lecUred 
as -to  do  away  eve  v caufe  of  doubt  or  uneafineis,  either  wi:h 
regard  to  Egypt  or  any  part  of  the  Turkifh  dominions.  He 
CCuld  not  then,  he  laid.,  explain  himfelf  farther. 

No.  29.  Downing-ftreet,  Augufl  a8,  i8oz. 

• * 

My  Lord — Your  Excellency’s  diipatch  ot  Feb.  21  ft  has  been 
received,  and  laid  before  the  King. 

I have  great  fatisfadion  in  communicating  to  you  his  majefty’sl 
entire  approbation  of  the  able  and  judicious  manner  in  which 
you  appear  to  have  executed  the  inftru&ions  which  1 gave  to 
you  in  my  difpatch  of  the  qth.irjtant.  , 

The  account  you  have  given  of  your  interview  with  the' 
Fir  ft  Con  ul  is,  in  every  refpedt,  important. 

Jt  is  unneceffary  for  me  to  remark  on  the  tone  | 
and  temper  in  which  the  fentiments  of  the  Fir  ft  Con-1 
ful  appear  to  have  been  expreffed,  or  to  offer  any  1 
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obfervations  in  addition  to  thofe  fo  properly  made  by  your  Excel- 
lency at  the  time,  upon  feveral  of  the  topics  which  were  brought 
forward  by  the  Firft  Conful  in  the  courfe  of  yopr  converfation ; 
1 fhall  therefore  content  mvfelf  with  referring  your  Excellency  to 
my  dilpatch  to  Mr.  Merry  of  Auguft  28,  1802,  in  which  the 
fubje&s  of  the  complaints  of  the  French  government,  refpe&ing 
the  freedom  qf  the  prefs,  the  emigrants,  & c.  are  particularly  dif- 
cufted.  I cannot  however  avoid  noticing,  that  nothing  approach- 
ing to  explanation  or  fatisfadfion  is  ftated  to  have  been  thrown  out 
by  the  Firft  Conful,  in  anfwer  to  the  juft  reprefentations  and 
complaints  of  his  Majefty,  in  confequence  of  the  unwarrantable 
infinuations  and  charges  contained  in  colonel  Sebaftiani’s  report 
agaiuft  his  Majefty’s  government — the  officer  commanding  his 
forces  in  Egypt,  and  his  army  in  that  quarter:  but  that  on  the 
other  hand,  the  language  of  the  Firft  Conful  has  tended  to  ftrengthen 
and  confirm  the  fufpicions  which  that  publication  was  peculiarly 
calculated  to  excite. 

44  1 fliall  now  proceed  to  give  you  fome  farther  inftruclions  on 
the  language  which  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  hold  refpedting 
the  charge  which  has  been  acfvanced  againft  his  Majefty’s  govern- 
ment, of  their  unwillingnefs  to  fulfil  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.  The 
Treaty  of  Amiens  has  been  in  a courfe  of  execution,  on  the  part 
of  his  Majefty,  in  every  article  in  which,  according  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  treaty,  it  has  been  found  capable  of  execution.  There 
cannot  be  the  leaft  doubt  that  Egypt  is  at  this  time  completely  eva- 
cuated. The  delay  which  had  arifen  in  the  evacuation  of  Alex- 
andria, was  owing  to  accidental  c ire um fiances,  the  paiticulars  of 
which  were  explained  to  you  in  my  difpatch  of  the  30th  No- 
vember laft;  and  I had  every  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  commu- 
nication I had  with  general  Andreofty  on  the  fubjedl,  that  the 
French  government  were 'perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  explanation 
which  lie  was  authorized  at  that  time  to  give  them  refpedling  it. 

44  With  jv.'.ard  to  that  article  of  the  treaty  which  relates  to 
Malta,  the  ftipulations  contained  in  it  (owing  to  circumftanc.es 
which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  his  Majefty  to  controui)  have 
not  been  found  capable  of  execution.  The  refufal  of  Ruffia  to 
accede  to  the  arrangement,  except  on  condition  that  the  Maltefe 
Langue  ftiould  be  abolifhed;  the  filence  of  the  Court  of  Eerlin, 
with  refpedl  to  the  invitation  that  has  been  made  to  it,  in  confe- 
quence of  the  treaty  to  become  a guarantying  power ; the  abo- 
lition of  the  Spanifli  priories,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  to  which 
the  King  of  Spain  was  a parly  ; the  declaration  of  the  Portuguefe 
government  of  their  intention -to  fequeftrate  the  property  of  the 
Portuguefe  priory,  as  forming  a part  of  the  Spanifh  Langue, 
unit  lb  the  property  of  the  Spanifh  priories  is  reftored  to  them  ; 
the  non-eledlion  of  a Grand  Mafter : — thefe  circumftances  would 
have  been  fufficient,  without  any  other  fpecial  grounds,  to  have 
warranted  his  Majefty  in  fufpending  the  evacuation  of  the  ifland, 
until  fome  new  arrangement  could  be  adjufted  for  its  fecurity  and 
independence.  But  when  it  is  confiuered  how  greatly  the  dominion, 
power,  and  influence  of  France  have  of  late  been  extended,  his 
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Majeftv  muft'feel  that  he  has  an  inconteftible  right,  conformably  to 
the  principles  on  which  the  treaty  of  peace  was  negociated  and 
concluded,  to  demand  additional  fecurities  in  any  new  arrange- 
ment which  it  might  be  neceflary  to  make  with  a view  of  affe£l 
ing  the  real  obje&s  of  that  treaty.  And  thefe  confiderations,  fnffi- 
cient  as  they  might  be  in  themielves  to  juftify  the  line  of  conduct 
which  his  Majellv  had  determined  to  adopt,  have  received  addi- 
tional force  from  the  views  which  have  been  recently  and  unre- 
fervedly  manifefted  by  the  French  government  refpecting  the 
Turkifh  Dominions,  and  the  I (lairds  in  the  Adriatic  and  which 
have  been  in  a great  degree  admitted  by  the  Fir  ft  Conful , in  his  in' 
terview  with your  Excellency—  views  which  are  diredtly  repugnant 
not  only  to  the  folrit,  but  to  the  letter  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

From  the  poftfcript  in  your  Excellency’s  letter,  it  appears  that 
a projeft  was  in  contemplation,  by  which,  according  to  the  decla- 
ration of  M.  Talleyrand,  the  integrity  of  the  Turkfh  territory 
would  be  fecurcd,  fo  as  to  do  away  every  cav.fe  of  doubt  or  un- 
eafinefs  either  with  regard'  to  Egypt  or  to  any  other  part  of  the 
Turkifh  dominions.  His  Majeft  v will  confider  the  communication 
of  luch  a project  as  indicating  a difpofttion  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  to  afford  him  explanation  and  fatisfa&ion  ref- 
pecting fome  of  the  points  which  have  been  the  fubjedt  of  his  re- 
prefentations.  But  after  ail  that  has  pafled,  his  Majeftv  cannot 
confent  that  his  troops  fliould  evacuate  the  ifland  of  Malta,  until 
fubftantial  fecurity  has  been  provided  for  thofe  objedls  which, 
under  the  prefent  circumftances,  might  be  materially  endangered 
by  their  removal.  I am,  &c. 

«.  hawkesbuky. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth,  &c.  5cc. 

No.  40. — Pari?,  5th  May  I&03. 

My  Lord — I faw  M.  de  Talleyrand  yefterday,  and  acquitted 
myfelf  of  your  Lordftiip’s  inftrudlicns.  I recapiruLted  the  feveral 
arguments  therein  contained,  dwelling  particularly  on  the  open 
avowal  of  the  Firft  Conful’s  views  in* Egypt;  and  concluding 
with  the  refolution  of  his  Majeftv  not  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
Malta,  until  fome  fecurity  fhould  be  given,  thr.t  bv  lo  doing  his 
Majefty  fhould  not  expofe  the  fafety  of  his  own  dominions. 

He  heard  me  with  great  patience,  and  in  a nfwer  endeavoured, 
as  before,  to  convince  me  that  there  was  no  reafon  whatever  for 
the  apprehensions  which  were  entertained.  That  it  was  true,  the 
acquifition  of  Egvpt  had  been,  and  perhaps  ftill  was,  a favourite 
ob]eft  of  the  Firft  Conful,  but  that  it  was  not  fo  much  fo  as  to 
allow  him  to  go  to  war  for  its  attainment. 

I then  told  him  that  what  had  in  a‘ particular  manner  excited  the 
attention  of  your  Lordftup  in  my  laft  report,  was  the  aflurance  he 
had  given  me  of  ion  e projedt  being  in  contemplation,  whereby  the 
integrity  of  the  Turkifh  Empire  would  be  io  infured,  ip  all  its 
parts,  as  to  remove  every  doubt  or  apprehenfion.  I begged  him  ] 
therefore,  to  explain  bimfelf  on  this  fubjedl,  which  T conceived  to 
be  of  the  utmoft  importance : fince  it  was  only  by  fuch  means 
that  both  parties  could  be  fatished.  He  -then  gave  me  to  under-  i 
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ftand,  that  what  lie  had  termed  a project  was  nothing  more  than 
what  had  been  exprdted  in  the  Fir  ft  Conful’s  meftage  to  the  Legif- 
htive  Cody,  when  he  fays,  that  there  is  a French  Ambaflador  at 
Conftantinople,  who  is  charged  to  giye  every  affurance  of  the  dif- 
pofitfon  cf  France  to  ftrengthen,  inftead  of  to  weaken,  that  Go- 
vernment. I exprefled  a doubt  whether  this,  or  any  other  parole 
.County,  would  be  confidered  as  fufficient  in  fuch  a tranfadtion. 
Hereupon  he  repeated  the  queftion — What  then  is  the  fecurity 
which  you  require,  and  which  the  Firft  Conful  can  give?  1 his,  I 
told  him,  muft  be  the  fubjed  of  negociation  on  which  we  were 
willing  to  enter;  and  I trailed  that  the  French  government  would 
bring  into  it  the  fame  temper,  and  the  feme  real  defire  to  conciliate, 
which  was  manifefted  by  his  MajeftyY  minifters. 

M.  de  Talleyrand  now  informed  me,  that  the  Firft  Conful  had, 
five  or  fix  days  ago,  ordered  inilrudtions  to  be  fent  to  general  An* 
dreofly,  bv  which  he  was  to  require  an  immediate  and  categorical 
anfwer  to  the  plain  queftion — Whether  his  Majeftv  would  or 
would  not  caufe  Malta  to  be  evacuated  by  the  Critifti  troops  ? 
That  he  concluded  this  communication  was  already  made,  and 
that  he  £xpedled  to  learn  the  refult  of  it  in  a very  few  days ; adding, 
that  all  the  Firft  Conful  wanted  was  to  know  precifely  on  what 
he  had  to  depend. 

I could  not  help  lamenting  this  precipitate  meafu re,  fince  it  could 
anfwer  no  good  purpofe  and  would  only  tend  to  introduce  into 
the  difculfion  ill  humour  and  offended  dignity,  in  the  place  of 
difpaffionate  reafoning.  I begged  him,  however,  to  be  prepared, 
and  to  prepare  the  Firft  Con  us,  to  meet  with  more  oppofition  to 
his  will  than  heftiad  been  accuftomed  to  on  fimllar  occasions. 

I told  him,  that  his  Majeftv  was  willing  to  difeufs  the  point  in 
difpute  with  fairnefs  and  candour,  but  certainly  never  would  be 
intimidated  into  acquiefcence ; and  1 repeatedly  urged,  that  if  he 
wiftied  well  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  he  fliould  prepare 
the  Firft  Conful  for  the  confequenees  which  might  naturally  be 
^sxpedled  from  this  ftep,  and  thus  prevent  the  effect  of  any  fudden 
gult  of  ill  humour.  He  was  unwilling  to  admit  that  -there  could 
be  any  chance  of  fatisfyir.g  the  Firft  Conful  fhort.of  a compli- 
ance with  his  wifhes,  founded,  as  he  pretended,  on  good  faith. 

Our  converfation  ended  here,  and  I wait  the  refult  of  -General 
AndreolTy’s  communication  with  the  utmoft  impatience. — 1 have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  whitworth. 

P.  S.  In  the  interval  between  the  writing  and  tranferibing  the 
above  difparch,  I have  taken  another  opportunity  of  feeing  M. 
de  Talleyrand,  and  I am  gladuo  find,  that  (for  what  purpofe  I 
know  not)  he  had  reprefented  the  inftnnftions  to  General  Andre - 
ofty  as  much  more  abfolute  and  offenfive  than  they  really  are.  I 
found  him  to-day  entirely  dffpofed  to  give  me  another  opinion,  and 
to  convince  me  that  the  Firft  Conful,  far  from  wifhing  to  carry 
matters  to  extremity,  was  defirous  to  difeufs  fairly  and  without 
paffion,  a point, 'which  he  admitted  was  of  importance  to  both 
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countries. — He  repeatedly  allured  me,  that  much  as  the  Firfr 
Conful  might  have  the  acquifition  of  Egypt  at  heart,  he  would  fa* 
crifice  his  own  feelings  to  the  preservation  of  peace ; and  hence- 
forth Seek  to  augment  his  glory  by  improving  and  consolidating  the 
internal  fituation  of  the  country,  rather  than  by  adding  to  its  pof. 
fellions. 

(Signed)  w. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Hawkclbury,  See.  See.  &c. 

No.  41. — Tranflation  of  the  Note  from  General  Andreofly  to  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  dated  March  10,  1803. 

The  underfigned  Ambaflador  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republic  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  has  received  from 
the  Firft  Conful,  exprefs  orders  to  require  from  the  Britilh  govern- 
ment fome  explanations  refpefting  the  protrafted  occupation  of  the 
Illand  of  Malta  by  the  Englilli  troops.  He  had  hoped  that  verbal 
communication  would  have  been  Sufficient  to  have  produced  fa- 
tisfaftory  expofitions,  by  preparing  the  way  for  the  mutual  conci- 
liation of  minds  and  interefts,  a conduft  which  has  been  pre- 
scribed to  him  by  his  ardent  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  harmony 
between  the  two  countries,  and  of  the  peace  of  Europe,  objefts  of 
the  Solicitude  of  the  French  government:  But  the  underfigned 
thinks  he  can  no  longer  delay  complying  with  the  inftruftions  he 
had  received,  and  he  has  therefore  the  honor  of  addreffing  the  fol- 
lowing observations  to  his  Excellency  Lord  Hawkelbury,  which 
recal  to  recolleftion  the  Spirit  and  leading  features  of  the  verbal 
communications  which  hQ  has  previoufly  made  to  him. 

By  the  conditions  of  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  10th  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  the  Englilli  troops  were  to  evacuate  the 
illand  of  Malta  and  its  dependencies  three  months  after  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications.  Ten  months  have  rlapfed  Since  the  ra- 
tifications hav  been  exchanged,  and  the  Englilli  troops  are  ftill  at 
Malta.  The  French  troops  on  the  contrary,  who  were  to  evacuate 
the  Neapolitan  and  Papal  ftates,  have  not  waited  the  expiration  of 
the  three  months  which  were  granted  to  them  to  withdraw,  and 
have  quitted  Tarentum,  the  fortifications  of  which  they  had  re- 
eftablilhed,  and  where  thev  had  collected  100  pieces  of  cannon. 
What  can  be  aliedged  in  jullification  of  the  delay  in  evacuating 
IVlalta  ? Has  not  the  tenth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  provi- 
ded for  every  thing  ? And  the  Neapolitan  troops  being  arrived, 
under  wrhat  pretext  do  thofe  of  England  Hill  remain  there?  Is 
it  becaufe  all  the  powers^  enumerated  in  the  fixth  paragraph 
have  not  yet  accepted  the  guaranty  which  is  devolved  upon 
them  ? But  this  is  not  a condition  that  relates  to  the  evacuation 
of  the  illand  ; and  befides,  Aultria  has  already  Sent  its  aft  of 
guaranty;  Ruffia  itfelf  has  made  only  a fingle  difficulty  which 
has  been  done  away  by  the  ac.ceffion  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  the 
modifications  propofed,  unlefs  indeed  England  itfelf  throws  ob- 
ftacles  in  the  way,  by  refufing  to  accede  to  the  propofals  of 
Ruffia,  which,  after  all,  could  not  affeft  the  engagements  of  His 
Britannic  Majefty,  who,  according  to  the  exprefs  conditions  of 
the  treaty,  is  to  evacuate  the  illand  of  Malta  within  three  months, 
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placing  it  under  the  guard  of  the  Neapolitans,  who  are  to  gar- 
rifon  it,  until  the  definitive  arrangements  of  the  Order  are  fettled. 
It  (hould  therefore  feem  impoffible,  and  it  would  be  without 
example  in  the  hiftory  of  nations,  were  His  Britannic  Majefty 
to  refufe  to  exe'cute  a fundamental  article  of  the  pacification, 
of  the  very  one,  which,  in  the  drawing  .up  of  the  preliminaries, 
was  confidered  as  the  firft,  and  as  requiring  to  be  fettled  pre- 
vioufly  to  every  other  point.  Indeed  the  Firft  Conful  who  cor- 
dially relies  on  the  intentions  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
cannot  fuppofe  them  to  be  lefs  open  and  generous  than  thole 
with  which  lie  is  animated,  has  hitherto  been  unwilling  to  at- 
tribute the  delay  of  the  evacuation  of  the  ifland  of  Malta,  to  any 
other  than  to  maritime  circumftances. 

The  underfigned  is,  therefore,  charged  to  require  explanation* 
on  this  point,  and  he  is  perfuaded  that  the  Britifli  Miniftry  will 
be  the  more  anxious  to  furnifli  fuch  as  will  be  fatisfa&ory,  as 
they  muft  be  fenfible  how  neceifary  they  are  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  harmony,  and  how  important  they  are  for  the  honour 
of  the  two  nations. 

The  underfigned  avails  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  renew 
to  Lord  Hawkelbury,  the  aflurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  f.  aUdrjeossy. 

Portland  Place,  ioth  March,  1803. 

No  42.  Paris,  March,  12,  1803. 

My  Lord — The  Meflenger  Mafon  arrived  yefterday  morning 
early,  with  your  Lordlhip’s  letter  of  the  7th,  informing  me,  that 
in  confequence  of  the  preparations  in  the  ports  of  France  and 
Holland,  which  though  avowedly  intended  for  colonial  fervice, 
might,  in  the  event  of  a rupture,  be  turned  again  ft  fome  part 
of  the  Britifh  dominions,  His  Majefty  had  judged  it  expedient 
to  fend  a meflage  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  recommending, 
in  terms  void  of  offence,  the  adoption  of  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  confiftent  with  the  honour  of  His  crown,  and  the  fe- 
curity  of  His  dominions,  and  at  the  fame  fuch  as  will  manifeft 
His  Majefty’s  difpofition  for  the  prefervation  of  peace. 

I beg  leave  to  return  your  Lordfhip  my  thanks  for  having  ap- 
prized me  of  this  circumftance  by  a fpecial  mefienger;  I found, 
however,  on  going  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  at  two  o’clock,  that  he 
was  already  informed  of  it.  Fie  was  juft  fetting  out  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  the  Firft  Conful,  and  appeared  under  confiderable 
agitation.  He  returned  with  me  to  his  cabinet,  and  though  he 
told  me  he  was  pr.fied  for  time,  he  fufFered  me  to  relate  the  cir- 
cumftance without  interruption.  I endeavoured  to  make  him 
fenfible  that  the  meafnre  was  merely  precautionary,  and  not  in 
the  leaft  degree  intended  as  a menace  i concluded  my  obferva- 
tions  by  repeating  that  it  was  merely  a meafure  of  felf  fecuritv, 
founded  on  the  armaments  wdiich  were  carrying  on  in  the 
ports  of  France  and  Holland,  remarking  at  the  fame  time,  that 
had  not  thefe  armaments  been  as  notorious  as  they  were,  the 
very  circumftance  of  the  Firft  Confui’s  determination  to  augment 
fo  confiderably  his  army  in  time  of  peace,  would  have  been  a 
full  and  Sufficient  motive  for  fuch  a meafure  of  precaution. 
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M.  de  Talleyrand  now  Informed  me  that  he  was  already  ac- 
quainted with  the  bu  finds ; that  a mefTenger  had  that  morning 
arrived,  who  had  brought  him  a copy  of  the  mefiage,  which 
he  communicated  to  me.  I could  draw  from  him  no  reply 
whatever  to  mv  obfervations.  He  confined  himfelf  ftri&ly  to  the 
affurance  which  he  has  fo  repeatedly  made,  that  there  was  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  alarm  which  was  felt  by  His  Ma- 
jefty’s  minifters ; that  the  Firft  Conful  was  pacific  ; that  he  had 
no  thoughts  whatever  of  attacking  His  Majefty’s  dominions, 
unlefs  forced  to  do  fo  by  a commencement  of  hoftilities  on  our 
part ; that  he  ftiould  always  confider  the  refufal  to  evacuate  Malta 
as  fuch  a commencement  of  hojlilities  ; and  that  as  we  had  hitherto 
hefitated  to  do  fo,  he  was  juftified  in  adopting  the  meafures 
which  might  eventually  be  necefiarv.  He  difclaimed  every  idea 
of  the  armaments  fitting  out  in  the  Dutch  ports  having  any 
other  deftination  than  to  the  Colonies,  and  concluded,  that  for  his 
part  he  could  not  comprehend  the  motives  which  had  necelfitated 
a refort  to  fuch  a meafure  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty’s  Govern- 
ment, 

He  then  defired  leave  to  go  to  the  Firft  Conful,  promifing  that 
he  would  let  me  know  the  refult  when  we  met  at  dinner  at  the 
Pruflian  minifter’s.  He  did  not  come  there  till  near  feven  o’clock, 
and  when  uTe  rofe  from  dinner,  he  took  me  afide  and  informed  me, 
that  although  the  Firft  Conful  had  been  highly  irritated  at  the 
tmjuft  fufpicion  which  His  Majefty’s  government  entertained, 
yet  he  would  not  allow  himfelf  to  be  fo  far  maftered  by  his 
feelings,  as  to  lofe  fight  of  the  calamities  with  the  prefent  dis- 
cuftion  might  entail  upon  humanity.  Fie  dwelt  much  on  this 
topic,  and  explained  the  meafures  to  which  he  would  be  obliged 
to  ref  t ; he  faid,  that  if  England  wiftied  to  difcufs  fairly,  he 
wifheci  the  fame;,  that  if  England  prepared  for  war,  he  would 
do  the  fame;  and  that  if  England  fhouid  finally  determine  on 
hoftilities,  he  trufted  to  the  fupport  of  the  French  Nation  in 
the  caufe  of  honour  and  of  j.uftice,  It  was  in  vain  that  I 
repeated  that  England  did  nor  wifh  for  war  ; that  peace  was 
as  neceffarv  to  us  as  it  could  be  to  France  ; that  all  we  de- 
fired, and  all  that  we  were  contending  for  was  fecurity  ; that 
everv  thing  proved  to  us  that  that  fecurity  was  threatened  by 
the  Firft  Conful’s  views  on  Egypt ; and  that  confequently  our 
refufal  to  evacuate  Malta  was  become  as  much  a neceftary 
meafure  of  precaution,  as  the  defence  of  any  part  of  Flis  Majefty’s 
dominions.  Tothiskindof  reafoning,  M.  de  Talleyrand  oppofed 
the  moderation  of  the  Firft  Conful,  his  great  felf  denial,  and  his 
determination  to  facrifice  even  the  moft  favourite  points  to  his 
fin  cere  defire  to  avoid  a rupture. 

M.  de  Talleyrand  now  told  me,  that,  in  order  to  facilitate  my 
communication  of  the  Firft  Conful’s  fentiments,  he  would  com- 
municate to  me  a paper  which  he  had  that  morning  drawn  up  with 
him  ; that  it  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  any  thing  abfolutely  of- 
ficial ; that  it  was  a memorandum  to  aftift  me,  but  luch  as  I might, 
if  I chofe,  tranfmit  to  your  Lordftlip.  I now  inclofe  it.  I have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  (Signed)  whitworth. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Kawkdbury,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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Note  verba’e,  referred  to  in  No.  42. — Tranflation. 

I.  If  his  Britannic  Majefty  in  his  meffage  means  to  fpeak  of  the 
expedition  of  Helvoetfluys,  all  the  world  knows  that  it  was  deftined 
for  America,  and  that  it  was  on  the  point  of  failing  for  its  deftina- 
tion,  but  in  confequence  of  his  Majefty’s  meflage  the  embarkation 
and  putting  to  fea  are  about  to  be  countermanded. 

II.  If  wedo  not  receive  fatisfadlory  explanation  refjpe&ing  thefe 
armaments  in  England,  and  if  they  actually  take  place,  it  is  natural 
that  the  Firft  Conful  fliould  inarch  20,000  men  into  Holland,  fince 
Holland  is  mentioned  in  the  meflage. 

III.  Thefe  tfoops  being  once  in  the  country,  it  is  natural  that 
an  encampment  fhould  be  formed  on  the  frontiers  ur  Hanover; 
and  moreover,  that  additional  bodies  fliould  join  thofe  troops  which 
were  already  embarked  for  America,  in  order  to  form  new  embark- 
ations, and  to  maintain  an  offenfive:  and  defenlive  pofit  on. 

IV.  It  is  natural  that  the  Fiirft  Conful  fliould  order  feveral 
camps  to  be  formed  at  Calais,  and  on  different  points  <of  the  coafts. 

V.  It  is  likewife  in  the  nature  of  things , that  the  Firft  Conful, 
who  was  on  the  point  of  evacuating  Switzerland,  fhould  be  under 
the  necefiity  of  continuing  a French  army  in  that  country. 

VI.  It  is  alfo  the  natural  confequence  of  all  this  that  the  Firft 
Conful  fliould  fend  a frefh  force  into  Italy  in  order  to  occupy,  in 
cafe  of  necefiity,  the  pofition  of  Tare  mum. 

VII.  England  arming,  and  arming  with  fo  much  publicity, 
v ill  compel  France  to  put  her  armies  on  the  war  eftablifliment,  a 
ftep  fo  important  as  cannot  fail  to  agitate  all  Europe. 

The  refult  of  all  thefe  movements  will  be  to  irritate  the  two 
countries  ftill  more.  France  will  have  been  compelled  to  take  all 
thefe  precautions  in  confequence  of  the  Englifli  armaments,  and 
neverthelefs  every  means  will  be  taken  to  excite  the  Englifh  narion 
by  the  aflertion,  that  France  med  itates  an  invafion.  The  whole 
Britifli  population  will  be  obliged  to  put  themfelves  under  arms 
for  their  defence,  and  their  export  l trade  will,  even  before  the  war, 
be  in  a fia'e  of  ihxn:  t on  throughoi  it  the  whole  extent  of  the  coun- 
tries occupied  by  the  French  arms. 

The  experience  of  nations,  and  the  ccurfe  of  events  prove,  that 
the  diftance  between  fuch  a ftate  of  Filings  and  actual  hoftility,  is 
unfortunately  not  remote. 

As  to  the tiifferences,  of  winch' mention  is  made  in-His  Britan- 
nic Majefty ’s  meffage,  we  know  not  of  any  that  we  have  with 
England;  for  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a ferious  intention  can 
have  exifted  in  England  of  evading  the?  execution  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  under  the  protection  of  a military  armament.  Europe 
well  knows  that  it  is  poflible  to  attempt  the  difmemberment  of 
France,  but  not  intimidate  her. 

No.  43.— Paris,  March  14,  j8o.;. 

My  Lord — The  Meflenger  Mafon  went  on  Saturday  with  my 
difpatches  of  fthat  date,  and  until  yefterday,  Sunday,  I few  no 
one  likely  to  give  me  any  farther  information  fuch  as  I could  de- 
pend upon,  as  to  the  effedt  which  His  Majefty ’s  meflage  had  pro- 
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duced  on  the  Firft  ConfuL  At  the  court  which  was  held  at  the 
Thuilleries  upon  that  day,  he  accofted  me  evidently  under  confi- 
derable  agitation.  He  began’  by  afking  me  if  I had  any  news  from 
England.  I told  him  that  I had  received  letters  from  your  Lord* 
fhip  two  days  ago.  He  immediately  faid,  and  fo  you  are  deter* 
mined  to  go  to  war?  No!  I replied,  we  are  too  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  of  peace.  fNous  avons,  faid  he,  deja  fait  la  guerre 
pendant  qu£nze  a ns. — As  he  f.temed  to  wait  for  an  anfwer,  1 ob- 
served only,  C’en  eft  deja  trop. — Mais,  faid  he,  vous  voulez  la 
faire  encore  quinze  ann£es,  et  vous  m’y  forcez. — J told  him  that 
was  very  fa.r  from  his  Majefty’s  intentions.' — He  then  proceeded  to 
Count  Man:ow  and  the  Chevalier  Azara,  who  were  funding  to- 
gether at  a little  diftance  from  me,  and  faid  to  them,  Les  Anglois 
veulent  la  geiirre,  mais  s’ils  fomt  les  premiers  a tirer  l’Epee,  je  ferai 
le  dernier  a la  remettre.  11s  ne  refpe&ent  pas  les  traites.  11s  faut 
dorenavant  l<?p  couvrir  de  crepe  noire.  He  then  went  his  round,  in 
a few  minimis  he  came  back  to  me,  and  relumed  the  converfation, 
if  fuch  it  cant  be  called,  by  fom  ething  perfonally  civil  to  me.  He 
began  again — Fourquoi  des  arrqtnnens?  Contre  qui  des  mefures  de 
precaution  ? Je  n’ai  pas  un  feul  Vaifleau  de  Ligne  dans  les  ports  de 
France;  mais;  fi  vous  voulez  am ner,  j’armeraiaufti ; fi  vous  voulez 
vous  battre,  je  me  battrai  aufli.  Vous  pourrez  peut*etre  tuir  la 
France,  mais  jamais  Fintimidier On  ne  voudroit,  faid  1,  ni  Fun 
ni  l’autre.  On  voudroit  vivre  (in  bonne  intelligence  avec  die. — 11 
faut  done  refpe&er  les  traites,  re  riled  he;  Malheur  a ccux  qui  ne 
refpe&ent  pas  les  traites;  ils  en  j’eront  rei;  on  table  a tome  f Europe 
He  was  too  much  agitated  to  ir.  ake  it  advi;eable  for  me  to  prolong' 
the  converfation  ; I therefore  m ade  no  anftver,  and  he  retired  to  his 
apartment,  repeating  the  laft  ph  rafe. 

It  is  to  be  remarked, ' that  al  i this  palled  loud  enough  to  be  over- 
heard by  two  hundred  people  who  were  prefent,  and  I am  per- 
fuaded  that  there  was  not  a fin<  fie  perfon  who  did  not  feel  the  ex- 
treme impropriety  of  his  cond  utft,  and  the  total  want  of  dignity, 
as  well  as  of  decency,  on  this  occafion. 

p Literal  *Tr (inflation  of  the  Cc  gverfalion  hetzveen  the  Firfl  Conflul  and  Lord 
H'hitzvoiih- 

F.  Conful.  We  have  been  alre  ady  at  war  for  fifteen  years. 

I..  Whitworth.  That’s  too  Jo  f g. 

F.  Conful.  You  wifh  to  coat  inue  it  for  fifteen  years  more^hnd  you  compel 
me  thereto. 

F.  Conful.  (To  Count  Mart  ow  and  Chev.  Azara)  The  Englifh  wi(h  for 
war,  tut  if  they  are  the  firft  to  draw  the  fword  I {hall  be  the  l&ft  to  {heath  it. 
They  have  no  refpeit  to  treatic  6— henceforth  all  treaties  muft  be  covered  with 
mourning. 

F.  Conful.  (To  Lord  Wbpt  worth)  Why  thofe  preparations  for  war  ? 
againft  whom  are  thofe  precau  iionary  meafures  taken  ? 1 have  not  a fingle  fhip 
of  the  line  in  the  ports  of  F ranee:  but  if  you  will  arm  1 will  alfo  arm  : — 
If  you  will  fight  I will  alfo  fi^ht.  You  may  poflibly  be  able  to  defttoy  France 
but  never  to  intimidate  her. 

L.  Whitworth.  We  wot  Jd  wifh  to  do  neither  the  or.e  or  the  other,  we  would 
wifh  to  be  in  friendfhip  wit  h her 

F Conful.  You  muft  t’  aen  relpedl  treaties. — Woe  to  thole  who  difrrgard 
tium  ! for  they  will  be  anf  tverable  to  all  Europe. 
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I propofe  talcing  the  firft  opportunity  of  fpeaic'ng  to  Mr. 
Xalle/rand  on  this  fubje&r 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

Right  Honourable  J-ord  Hawkefbury,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  44. — Lxtra&  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  Hawkertmry  to  Lord  Whitworth^ 
d^ted  March  15,  1 8©3 . 

I fent  your  Excellency  a Copy  of  the  Note  prefented  to  me 
by  General  AndreofTy  on  the  Tenth  inftant,  and  a Copy  o the 
anfwer  which  I have  this  day  by  his  Aiajefty's  commands  return” 
ed  to  it. 

No,  45.-— NOTE. 

The  underfigned,  his  Majetty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Adairs,  has  laid  before  the  King  the  Note  of  his 
Excellency  the  French  AmbalTador  of  the  10th  inftant. 

In  obeying  the  commands  of  his  iVJajelty,  by  returning  a$ 
official  anfwer  to  this  Note,  the  underfigned  feels  it  neceffary  frr 
him  to  do  little  more  than  repeat  the  explanations  which  have 
been  already  given  on  more  than  one  occafion  by  him'elf  ver- 
bally to  General  AndreofTy,  and  by  Lord  Whitworth  to  M.  Tal- 
lyrand,  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Note,  and  of  the  point?  which  ap- 
pear to  be  connected  with  it.  He  can  have  no  difficulty  in  af- 
furing  the  French  Ambaffador,  that  his Majefly  has  entertained 
a moji  fincere  delire  that  the  'J’f-aty  of  Amiens  mi^ht  be  execu« 
ted  in  a full  and  complete  manner,  but  it  has  not  been  pollible 
for  him  toconfider  this  Treaty  as  having  been  founded  on  prin* 
ciples  different  from  thofe  which  have  been  invariably  applied  ve> 
every  other  antecedent  treaty  or  convention,  namely,  that  they 
were  negotiated  with  reference  to  the  actual fate  of  pojjeffion  of 
the  different  parties,  and  to  tlae  treaties  or  public  engagements  by 
which  they  were  bound  at  the  time  of  its  conclufion  ; and  that 
if  that  hate  of  pofTelii^jr  and  of  engagement  as  f j mater  a ’• 
ly  altered  by  the  adt  of  either  of  the  parties  as  to  affeff  the  na- 
ture of  the  compact  itfelf,  the  other  party  has  a right  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  to  interfere  for  the  purpoie  of  obtaining 
fatisfaction  or  compenfation  for  any  effential  difference  which 
fuch  acts  may  have  lublequently  made  in  their  relative  fituation  ; 
that  if  there  ever  was  a cafe  to  which  this  principle  might  be  apr 
plied  with  peculiar  propriety,  it  was  that  of  the  late  treaty  of 
Peace;  for  the  negociation  was  conducted  on  a bafis  not  merely 
propofed  by  his  majefly,  but  lpecially  agreed  to,  in  an  official 
note,  by  the  French  Government,  viz.  that  his  Majefyfiould  keep 
a compenfation  out  of  his  conquefs , for  the  mportant  acquijftiqn  of  ter- 
ritory made  by  Frame  on  the  Continent  That  is  a fufficient  proof 
that  the  compact  was  understood  to  have  been  concluded  in  rela- 
tion to  the  then  exiftingftate  of  things  ; for  the  neafure  of  his 
majefiy's  compenfation  was  to  be  calculated  with  reference  to 
the  acquifitions  of  France  at  that  time;  and  if  the  interference 
of  the  French  Government  in  the  general  affairs  of  Europe 
^ince  that  period;  if  their  interpofidon  with  r^fpecc  to  Swi<z:’« 
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land  and  Holland,  wh.ofe  independence  wa?  guaranteed  by  them 
at  the  time  of  the  eonclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace;  if  the 
acquifitions  which  have  been  made  by  France  in  various  quar- 
ters, but  particularly  thofe  in  Italy,  have  extended  the  territo- 
ry and  increafed  ■ the  power  of  France,  his  majefty  would  be 
warranted,  confidently- with  the  fpirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
in  claiming'equivalewts  for  thefe  acquifitions,  as  a cqunterpoi'.e 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  power  of  France.  His  majedy,- 
however,  anxious  to  prevent  all  ground  of  mifunderlianding, 
and  defirous  of  consolidating  the  general  Petce  of  Europe,  as 
far  as  might  be  in  his  power,  vcas  willjngto  have  waved  the  pre- 
tenfions  he  might  have  a right  to  advance  of  this  nature  ; and  as 
the  other  Articles  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  have  been  in  acourfe 
of  execution  on  his  part,  fo  he  would  have  been  ready  to  have 
carried  into  effect  an  arrangement  conformable  to  the  true  intent 
and  fpirit  of  the  loth  Article;  the  execution  of  that  arranee- 
ment,  according  to  its  terms,  having  been  rendered  impracticable 
by  circumftances  which  it  was  not  in  his  Majefty’s  power  to 
controul.  Whilft his  Majefty  was  affuated  by  thefe  fentiments 
of  moderation  aqd  forbearance,  and  prepared  to  regulate  his 
conduct  in  conformity  to  themj  his  attention  was  particularly  at- 
tracted by  the  very  extraordinary  publication  of  the  Report  of 
Colonel  Sebaftiani  to  the  Firlt  Cofiful.  This  Report  contains 
the  mofi  unjuftifiable’infinuations  and  charges  againft  his  Majef- 
ity’s  Government ; againft  the  Officer  commanding  his  forces  in 
% gy  pt,  and  againft  cH.e  Britiffi  army  in  that  quarterpinfinuati- 
ons  and  charges  wholly 'deftit'ute  of  foundation,  and  fuch  as  would 
have  warranted  his  Majefty  in  demanding  that  fatisfaction,  winch 
on  occafions  of  this  nature,  independant  Powers,  in  a hate  of 
amity,  have  a right  to  expetft  from  each  other’  It  difclofes, 
prtoreover,  views  in  thehigheft  degree  injurious  to  the  inte'refts  of 
hisMajefty's  dominions,  and  direbUy  repugnant  to,  and  utterly 
inconfiftent  with,  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  the  treaty  of  Peace 
concluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  French  'Government. 
His  Majefty's  AmbafTadbr  at  Paris  was  accordingly  directed  to' 
make  fuch  a reprefentation  to  the  French  Govern  merit,  as  his 
Majefty  felt  to  be  called  for  by  the  imputations  of  the  nature 
above  defcribed,  by  the  difclofure  of  purpofes  inconfiftent  with 
good  faith,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  his  people  ; 
and  as  a clairp  bad  recently  been  made  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment on  the  fubjeCI  of  the  evacuation'  of  Malta,  Lord  Whit- 
worth was  infirudted  to'  accompany  this  reprefen tarion  by  a de- 
claration on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  that  before  he  could  eme|* 
into  any  further  difcuflions  relative  to  that  ifiand,  it  was1  ex- 
pected, that  fatisfatftory  explanations  fhould  be  given  upon  the 
various  points  refpetfting  which  hi$  majefty  had- complained. 
This  reprefentation  and  this'claim,  founded  on  principles  incon- 
teftablyjuft,  and  couched  in  terms  the  moft  temperate,  appear 
to  have  been  wholly  difregarded  by  the  French  Government  ; no 
fadsfaClion  has  been  afforded,  no  explanation  whatever  has  been 
* ■ • ' ‘ given  i 
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?>vcn  ; but  on  fr.  contrar^  majefty’s  fufpicions  of  the  views 
6T {nc^  ^.'jernment  with  refpedt  to  the  Turkifli  Empire 
have  beer^t0n  * ,ed  and  11  rengthened  by  fubfequent  events. 

' ^ .llances  his  majelty  feels  that  he  has  no  alter- 
regard  to  his  own  honour  and  to  the  inte- 
it  necefiary  for  him  to  declare,  that 
he  cannot  confent  th.at  his  troops  Ihould  evacuate  the  illand  of 
Malta,  until  fublUnbal  i'ecurity  has  been  provided  for  thofe  ob- 
jects which  under  the  prefent  circum  fiances,  might  be  materially 
endangered  by  their  removal. 

With  refpect  to  feveral  of  the  pofitions  Hated  in  the  Note, 
and  grounded  on  the  idea  of  the  loth  article  being  executed  in  its 
literal  fenfe,  they  call  for  fome  obfervations.  By  the  10th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  illand  of  Malta  was  to  be  re- 
flored  by  his  majelty  to  the  Order  of  St.  John,  upon  certain  con- 
ditions. The  evacuation  of  the  illand,  at  a fpecified  period, 
formed  a part  of  thefe  conditions  ; and  if  the  other  dipulations 
had  been  in  a due  courl'e  of  execution,  his  majelty  would  have 
been  bound,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  to  have  ordered  his 
forces  to  evacuate  the  illand  : but  thefe  conditions  muft  be  confi- 
dered  as  being  all  of  equal  effect ; and  if  any  material  parts  of 
them  Ihould  have  been  found  incapable  of  execution,  or  if  the 
execution  of  them  Ihould  from  any  circumltances  have  been  re- 
tarded; his  majelty  would  be  warranted  in  deferring  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  illand  until  fuch  time  as  the  other  conditions  of  the 
article  could  be  effected  ; or  until  fome  new  arrangement  could 
be  concluded  which  Ihould  be  judged  fatisfactory  by  the  contract- 
ing parties.  The  refufal  of  Ruffia  to  accede  to  the  arrangement, 
except  on  condition  that  the  Maltefe  Langue  Ihould  be  abolifh- 
ed  ; the  lilence  of  the  court  of  Berlin,  with  relpect  to  the  invi- 
tation that  has  been  made  to  it,  in  confequence  of  the  treaty,  to 
become  a guarantying  power;  the  abolition  of  the  Spanifh  pri- 
ories, in  defiance  of  the  treaty  to  which  the  King  of  Spain  was 
a party  ; the  declaration  of  the  Portnguefe  Government,  of 
their  intention  to  fequelirate  the  property  of  the  Poriugueie  pri- 
ory, as  forming  a part  of  the  Spanilh  Langue,  unlefs  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Spanilh  priories  was  reltored  to  them — trieie  circum- 
stances would  have  been  fufficient,  without  any  other  fpecial 
grounds,  to  have  warranted  his  Majefty  in  fufpending  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  illand.  The  evacuation  of  Tarentum  and  Brun- 
dulium  is  in  no  refpect  connected  with  that  of  Malta.  The 
b reach  Government  were  bound  to  evacuate  the  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples by  their  treaty  of  peace  with  the  King  of  Naples,  at  a pe- 
riod antecedent  to  that  at  which  this  ftipulaaon  W'as  carried  into 
effect. 

* The  French  Government  were  bound  Iikewife  by  engagements 
with  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  to  refpect  the  independence  of  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  ; but  even  admitting  that  the  departure  of 
the  French  troops  from  Tarentum  depended  folely  on  the  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  their  departure  is5  by  the  terms 
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of  the  treaty,  to  take  place  at  the  hme  perrJj  as  th% 
other  evacuations  in  Europe;  namely,  onemanth  ■'tfter  the  ra- 
tification of  the  definitive  treaty;  at  which  pe.ri-'vi  both  Porto 
Ferrajo  and  Minorca  were  evacuated  by  his  Jajefty’s  forces; 
whereas  the  troops  of  his  majefty  were  in  no  bafe  bound  to  eva- 
cuate the  iflarid  of  Malta  antecedent  iq  the  period  of  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty;  and  even 
in  that  event,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  depending  upon  the  other 
parts  of  .the  arrangement  being  in  a courfe  of  execution.  With 
refpedt  to  the  affertion  in  the  note,  that  the  Neapolitan  troops 
were  to  form  the  garrifon  of  Malta  until  the  period  when  the 
arrangement  relathe  to  the  order  could  be  carried  into  effect,  it 
will  appear,  by  a reference  to  the  article,  that  by  the  prelimina- 
ry paragraph,  the  ifland  w*as  to  be  reftored  to  the  Order  upon  the 
condition  of  the  fucceeding  llipulations,  and  that  it  was  only 
from  the  period  when  the  reflitution  to  the  Order  had  adiualljr 
taken  place,  that  by  the  12th  paragraph  the  Neapolitan  troops 
were  to  form  a part  of  the  garrifon. 

The  unelerfigned  has  thus  ftated,  with  all  the  franknefs  which 
the  importance  of  the  fubjedf  appears  to  require,  the  fentiments 
of  his  majefiy  on  the  note  delivered  to  him  by  General  Andre- 
ofly,  and  on  the  points  in  difeuflion  between  the  two  countries. 

His  majefty  is  willing  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  condtnft  of 
the  French  Government  on  this  occafion  may  be  influenced  by 
principles  fimiiar  to  thole  which  have  invariably  influenced  his 
own.  That  as  far  as  poffible  all  caufes  of  d'iltruft,  and  every 
impediment  to  a good  undemanding  between  the  two  countries, 
may  be  completely  and  effeffually  removed,  and  that  the  Peace 
may  be  confolidated  on  a fecure  and  lading  foundation. 

The  underlined  requefts  General  Andreofly  to  accept  the  af- 
furances  of  his  high  con  federation. 

Dotvning-ftr^fet,  March  15,  1805. 

(Signed)  Hawkesburt. 

His  Excellency  General  AndreofTy,  &e.  &e.  &c. 

No.  46.  “ Paris,  March  17,  1803. 

My  Lord— -I  called  yefterday  on  M.  de  Talleyrand,  to  con- 
verfe  with  him  on  the  fub  eeff  of  what  had  paffed  on  Sunday  laft 
at  the  Thuilleries.  He  had  been  fince  that  day  fo  fully  occupied 
v. itii  his  expeditions  to  different  foreign  Courts,  that  I had  no 
opportunity  of  ieeinghim  looner.  I told  him,  that  I had  been 
placed  by  the  Firft  Conful  in  a fituation  which  could  -neither 
fuit  my  public  nor  mv  private  feelings  That  I went  to  the 
Thuilleries  to  pay  my  reipedts  to  the  Firft  Conful,  and  to  pre- 
fent  my  countrymen,  but  not  to  treat  of  political  fubjeffs  ; and 
that  unlefs  I had  the  affuranee  from  him,  that  I fhould  not  be 
expofed  to  a repetition  of  the  lame  difagreeable  circumftances, 

I Ihould  be  under  the  neceffity  of  difeontinuing  my  vifits  to  the 
Thuilleries.  M.  de  Talleyrand  afltf red  me,  that  it  was  very  far 
from  the  Firft  Conful’s  intention  to-diftrefs  me  ; but  he  had  felt 
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himfelf  perfonally  infulted  by  the  charges  which  were  brought 
againft  him  by  the  Englilh  Government ; and  that  it  was  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  take  the  fir/i  opportunity  of  exculpating  )ii?nfelf  in  the 
prtfence  of  the  Mint/lers  of  the  different  powers  of  Eur  ope.  He  a flu  red 
me  that  nothing  firaiiar  would  occur. 

CSigned)  whit  worth. 

The  Ri^ht  Hon.  Lord  Hawkefbury,  &c.  & c.  &c. 

No.' 47,  Paris,  March  1 8,  1803, 

My  Lord— *1  received  your  Lordfhip’s  difpatch,  with  its  inclo- 
fures,  this  morning  early;  and  I learnt  at  the  fame  time  that  a 
mehenger  had  arrived  from  General  Andreoffy  to  M.  de  Talley- 
rand , fhortly  after  M.  de  Talleyrand  lent  to  delire  I would  call 
©n  him,  which  I accordingly  did.  He  told  me  that  he  had  not 
Only  received  your  Lordfhip’s  note  to  the.  French  Ambaffador  but 
alfo  the  fentiments  of  the  Firfl  Conful  upon  it,  which  he  war 
delirous  to  communicate  to  me,  before  he  difpatcned  the  rrielfen- 
ger.  This  he  did,  and  I refer  your  Lordfhip  to  the  communica- 
tion which  General  Andreoffy  will  make,  according  to  his  m- 
Fruetions,  without  lofs  of  time. 

From  the  tenor  of  this  note,  it  apDears  that  the  government 
13  not  delirous  to  proceed  to  extremities  ; that  is  to  fay,  it  is  not 
prepared  fo  to  do  ; as  therefore  it  expreffes  a willi’ngnefsr  to  enter 
on  the  difcuffion  of  the  point,  which  appears  according  to  their 
conception,  or  rather  to  the  interpretation  they  choofe  to  give  to 
it,  the  mod  material.  This  of  courfe  is  the  fafety  of  Egypt. 
The  Firft  Conful  declares  in  the  note,  as  M.  Talleyrand  did  re- 
peatedly to  me,  that  he  would  be  willing  ta  enter  into  any  en- 
gagement by  which  fuch  a fecurity  as  would  fully  quiet  our  appre- 
hend on  s,  might  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government. 
On  the  fubject  of  Malta,  the  Firft  Conful  maintains  that  he 
cannot  liften  to  any  compromife  ; — with  regard  to  Egypt  he  is 
willing  to  enter  into  any  engagement  which  may  be  thought  fuf- 
ficient. 

I told  hin?  that  he  had  departed  from  the  letter  and  the  fenfe 
of  your  Lord fhip  s note,  by  confining  the  queftion  to  Malta 
alone-  That  note  had  comprehended  other  mod  important  con- 
^derations  That  the  bed  method  of  bringing  the  diieuffion  to 
a fpeedy  conclufion,  fuch  as  hiy  Majedy's  Government  appeared 
to  wifh,  was  to  take  it  up  on  a broader  feale.  But  that  at  the 
fame  time  his  majedy's  Government  would  not  refufe  to  lend  .it- 
felf  to  anything  reafonable  which  might  be  fugged  ed.  There 
was,  however,  I told  him,  one  diftinction  to  be  made  in  the 
fituation  of  the  two  governments  in  the  difeuflion  of  this  quef- 
tion.  By  our  poffeftion  of  Malta  France  was  not  threatened, 
but  the  reverfe  was  the  cafe,,  fbould  the  accefs  to  Egypt  be  open- 
ed by  its  evacuation.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec 

(Signed)  Wkitwop.  x*ra 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Htwkcfcury,  &c.  &e.  &c. 

No.  4# 
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No.  48.  Downing- ftreet*  March  tt)  1803. 

My  I.ord — With  refpert  to  the  fubjert  of  your  Excellency's 
diiparh  of  March  14,  I have  it  in  command  to  fignify  to  you  n;s 
Majefty 's  pleafure,  thaj:  you  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  re- 
prefent  to  M.  Talleyrand,  the  furprife  with  which  his  majeffy 
learnt  the  conduct  which  the  Firlt  Conful  had  obfefved  towards 
your  Excellency  in  the  inltance  to  which  that  difpatcn  refers; 
and  vou  will  add,  that  as  his  Majefty  has  £ right  to  expect  thrc 
his  Ambaffadoi'  fhould  be  treated  with  the  relpert  and  attention 
due  to  the  dignity  of  the  Sovereign  whom  he  reprefems,.  it  will 
be  impofiihle  for  you  to  prelent  yoUrfelf  on  any  days  of  ceremo- 
ny to  the  Firlt  Cc/nfuf  unlefs  vo'u  receive  an  affurance  that  you 
will  never  be  expofed  to  a repetition  of  the  treatment  which  you 
experienced  on  the  occalion. 

Although  your  Excellency  appears  to  have  anticipated  this  iri- 
ftrudion  in  one  of  your  molt  recent  converfations  with  M.  de 
Talleyrand,  I neverthelefs  think  it  right  to  enable  your  Excel- 
lency to  itate  to.  that  Minilter,  the  fenfe  which  the  King  entef- 
;ains  of  this  tranfartion.  I am,  with  great  truth  and  refpert, 
SCC.  (Signed)  HAWKESBURT. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth,  K.  B.  &c.  &c.  &cc. 

N».  49.— -Downing-ftiect,  April  3,  1803. 

My  Lord— I inclofe  to  your  Excellency,  for  your  informati- 
on, copies  of  the  official  Note  delivered  to  me  on  the  20th  ult. 
by  General  Andreoffy,  and  of  the  anfwer  which,  by  his  Majef- 
iy’s  command,  I this  day  returned  to  that  communication. 

I am,  with  great  truth  and  rtf  pert,  Sic. 

(Signed)  • hawk  lsbx7  rt. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth,  K,  B.  &c«  &c.  &c. 

(Tranflation  of  Inclofure  referred  to  in  49.)' 

The  underligned  General  of  Divifion,  Ambaflador  and  Mi- 
nifte’*  Plenipotentiary  from  the  French  Republic,  has  laid  before 
Lis  Government  the  Note  addre/Ted  to  him  by  his  Excellency 
Lord  Hawkefbury  He  has  received  orders  to  make  the  follow- 
ing Aniwer  to  tne  obfervations  therein  contained. 

Tbeobjert  of  this  Note  appears  to  be  to  explain  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty 's  Meftage  ; ar*d  to.  give  fome  elucidations  which  had 
been  demanded  relpecting  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 
The  .Fjr ft  Gonial  will  not  make  any  complaint  relative  to  the 
extraordinary  and  unexpected  alfertions  of  this  act  iffued  by  his 
Britannic  Majefty.  Not  one  of  them  is  founded.  His  Britan- 
nic Majefty  believes  that  his  Kingdom  is  menaced  by  preparati- 
ons made  in  the  Ports  of  Holland  and  France.  He  has  been 
deceived  : The  Hrit  Conful  has  made  no  preparatians.  There 

were  at  the  time  of  the  meftage,  but  two  frigates  in  the  Roads  of 
Holland,  and  but  three  corvettes  in  the  Road  of  Dunkirk. 
Hov;  can  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Minifters  have  been  deceived 
on  facts  fo  evident?  His  Britannic  Majefty's  AmbafTadors  at  Pa- 
lis and  at  the  Hague  hav«  ferioufly  to  reproach  tkemfelves  if  they 
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have  credited  information  fo  evidently  falfe,  apd  if  they  di4 
not  forelee  that  they  thereby  expofed  their  Government  to  err 
in  the  moil  important  deliberations.  Was  it  not  conformable 
to  the  ufage  praiilifed  among  nations,  firft  to  demand  explana- 
tions, and  thus  to  take  mean',  for  being  convinced  of  the  false- 
hood of  the  intelligence  which  the  miniiters  might  have  received  ? 
Mult  not  the  leall  etfeifs  of  the  omiffion  of  this  practice  be,  (9 
bring  on  the  ruin  of  families,  and  to  carry  confuiion,  uncertain- 
ty, and  dil'order  into  all  the  commercial  affairs  of  both  Nations? 
The  lfir it  Conl'ul  knows,  both  from  his  own  Tentipipms,  and 
judging  of  other  People  by  the  French,  that  a great  Nation  can 
ne\er  be  terrified.  He  believes  that  good  policy  and  the  feelings 
of  true  dignity  ever,  infpire  the  Sentiment  of  efteem  for  a rival 
nation,  and  never  the  defign  of  menacing  her.  A great  nation 
may  be  deflroyed,  but  not  intimidated. 

The  fecond  part  of  his  majefty ’s  meffage  cqnfifh  of  another  af~ 
fenion  no  better  founded.  His  Britannic  majefty  makes  menti- 
on of  difcufbons,.  the  fuccefs  of  whiph  is  doubtful.  What 
are  theiedifcuffions?  What  official  notes,  what  protocole  prove 
the  opening,  the  progrefs,  the  viciflitudes  of  a debate  ? Cana 
ltate  of  difficulties,  which  kad^  to  an  alternative  of  peace  or 
war,  fpring  up  unawares  without  commencement,  without  pro- 
greffion,and  lead  without  diftindfion  to  an  appeal  to  arms  before 
all  the  means  of  conciliation  have  been  exhauited.  In  this  cafe, 
the  appeal  has  been  publicly;  made  before  it  could  be  known  that 
there  was  room  for  mifunderftanding.  The  termination  of  the 
difcuflions  was  announced  before  they  had  begun.  The  iffue 
of  a difficult  difcuflion  has  been  declared  before  it  ayofe.  What 
would  Europe,  what  would  both  nations  think,  if  they  knew 
that  thefe  difcuffioris,  announced  by  his  Britannic  majefty  as  loi 
difficult  to  terminate,  were  unknown  to  the  French  Government  ; 
and  that  the  Firft  Conful,'- on  reading  the  meffage,  could  not 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  either  of  the  declarations  therein 
contained  ? Hp  has  alfo  abftained  from  any  oftenflble  liep  ; and 
whatever  may  have  been  the  clamour,  the  activity,  the  provoca- 
tions of  war,  which  have  taken  place  in  England  fince  that  mek 
fage,  he  has  given  no  orders,  he  has  made  no  difpofttions,  no  pre- 
parations. He  places  his  glory  in  an  affair  of  this  nature,  wholly 
in  being  taken  in  an  unprovided  ltate.  He  will  continue  in  this 
fyftem  of  honcft  franknefs,  until  his  Britannic  majefty  has 
reflected  fully  on  the  part  he  propofes  to  take. 

In  Lord  Hawkefbury’^  note,  an  opinion  is  expreffed,  that 
the  French  Republic  has  encreafed  its  power  fince  the  peace  of 
Amiens.  This  is  a decided  error.  Since  that  epoch,  France  has 
evacuated  a confiderable  territory.  The  French  power  has  re- 
ceived no  degree  of  augmentation.  If  his  Britannic  majefty  is 
determined  to  make  war,  he  may  alledge  all  the  pre.exts  he 
pleafes.  He  wifi  find  few  lefs  founded. 

As 
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As  to  the  complaints  made  refpe£Hog  the  publications  which 
may  have  appeared  in  France,  they  are  of  an  order  too  fecondary 
to  be  capable  of  influencing  fuch  a decifion.  Are  we  then  re- 
turned to  the  age  ot  tournaments  ? motives  of  this  pature  might 
have  authorized,  four  centuries  a^o,  the  combat  of  thirties  ; but 
they  cannot,  in  this  age.  be  a re.  fjn  for  a war  between  the  rwq 
countries.  It  might  fufRce  in  this  refpeft  to  reply  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, that  a reprefc ntation  has  been  made  bv  him  on  the  fub- 
je&  to  the  Government  of-  the  Republic;  and  that,  if  it  was  but 
juftice  to  grant  fatis fa<ft ion,  the  Firft  Conful  had  a right  to  expert 
that  which  was  required  by  M.  Otto,  in  his  note  of  the  a?d 
Thermidor  laft,  upon  grounds  more  ferious  a-nd  more  juft.  ' Is 
it  poflible  that  the  Englifli  Miniftry  can  have  been  ignorant,  that 
£.ver  ftnee  the  conclnfion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  Englifli 
prefs  has  inot  ceafed  to  fpread  through  Europe  the  rage  of  war, 
the  diferedit  of  peace,  and  flyamelefs  and  boundlefs  outrages 
againft  every  thing  which  is  the  objed  of  the  lovyand  veneration 
or  the  French  people  f 

A few  days  after  the  ratification  of  peace,  one  of  his  Britannic 
Map  fly’s  Minifters  declared  that  the  p-.ace  eftabliflimenr  muft  be 
confiderable  ; and  the  diftrufl  excited  by  this  declaration  made 
in  Parliament  with  as  much  bittrrnefs  as  impropriety,  furniflied 
a commentary  for  the  exaggeration  and  alarm  which  were  circu- 
lated in  defpicable  pamphlets  and  newfpapers  as  contemptible  as 
thofe  libels.  Since  that  time,  ihefc  wri'ers  have  found  rhemfelves 
invariably  fupporfed  in  their  iivloie nt  obiervarions  by  particular 
phrafes  taken  from  the  fpeeches  of  fome  leading  Members  of 
Parliament.  Thele  fpeeches  fcarcejy  to  be  exceeded  by  the  news 
writers  themfejves,  have,  for  thelc  18  months,  tended  to  encou- 
rage infuft  agair?fl  other  Governments  to  that  degree,  that  every 
European  muft  be  offended,  and  ev^rv  reafonable  Englifliman 
muft  be  humiliated,  by  fucb  unhe.o|^>f  lieentioufnels. 

What  if  we  connect  with  thtfe  failles,  proceedings  more  offen- 
five  and  ferions  ; the  indulgence  granted  to  French  criminals, 
publifhing  daily  outrages  in  the  French  language;  the  Hill  more 
mexcufable  toleration  extended  to  villains  covered  with  crime1:, 
and  plot  ing  aflafiinations  inceflantly,  fuch  as  Georges,  who  ftill 
continues  to  refide  at  London  prote&ed,  and  hiving  a confidera- 
ble eftabiifhmt nt  ; in  a word,  the  little  juftice  which  has  been 
fliewn  to  all  our  rtprefentations.  How  are  we  to  account  for  the 
publicity  of  the  complaint  which  his  Brbannic  M has 

thought  proper  to  make  refpc&ing  fome  indtAnitive  wrongs 
which  he  has  hitherto  thought  unneedfary  to  bring  before  the 
Jpirft  Conlul. 

The  Chief  Cohful  has  had  caule  to  be  convinced 
that  all  his  reprefentations  On  thefe  points  were 
ufelefs,  and  that  his  Britannic  Majefty,  regardlefs  of  the 
neighbouring  powers,  was  refolved  to  authorize  every  thing 
within  his  dominions ; but  he  c^id  not  on  that  account  entertain  a 
* f;  doubt 
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doubt  of  the  continuance  of  peace,  nor  alarm  Europe  with  the 
notification  of  war.  He  confined  himfelf  to  this  principle  of 
conduct,  to  permit  or  prevent  in  France  with  refpeCt  to  England 
whatever  Ihould  be  permitted  or  prevented  in  England  with 
regard  to  France. 

He  has,  however,  exprefled,  and  again  exprelTes  his  wifh, 
that  means  Ihould  be  adopted  to  prevent  in  future  any  mention 
being  made  of  what  is  pafling  in  France,  either  in  the  official 
difculfions,  or  in  the  polemical  writings  in  England,  as  in  like 
manner  in  the  French  official  difculfitfns  and  polemical  writings 
no  mention  whatever  ihould  be  made  of  what  is  pafling  in  Eng- 
land. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  mentions  an  article  in  a newfpaper,  con- 
taining a report  of  a French  Colonel.  In  ferious  difcuflions  an 
anfwer  on  this  point  might  be  difpenfed  with;  but  it  is  neither 
a long  nor  difficult  matter. 

A Colonel  in  the  Engliffi  army  has  publifhed  a work  in  Eng- 
land, filled  with  the  moil  atrocious  and  difgulting  calumnies 
againfl  the  French  army  and  its  General.  The  lies  it  contains 
have  been  contradicted  by  the  reception  which  Colonel  Sebaftiant 
experienced.  The  publicity  of  his  report  was  at  once  a refuta- 
tion and  a reparation  which  the  French  army  had  a right  to  expert. 
On  his  arrival  in  Egypt,  this  officer,  to  his  great  aftonifhntent, 
found  the  Englifh  army  there,  although  they  fhould  have  evacu- 
ated it,  and  the  Turks  prodigioufly  alarmed  at  the  contiuuance 
of  the  Englifh  army,  and  at  its  relations  with  the  natives  in 
rebellion  and  open  revolt  againft  the  Sublime  Porte. 

He  mud  have  conceived  that  the  treaties  which  conned  us  with 
the  Porte,  and  by  which  we  have  guaranteed  to  it  the  integrity 
of  its  pofleflions,  compelled  us  to  unite  ourfelves  with  that  power. 
It  was  natural  to  think  that  England  meant  to  declare  war  from 
the  inftant  fhe  refufed  to  execute  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  For 
after  all,  France  is  not  reduced  to  fuch  a ftate  of  debafement  as 
to  Suffer  treaties  made  with  her  to  be  executed  or  not  at  plea- 
fure. 

Hence  the  'researches  made  by  this  Officer,  as  to  the  forces 
which  were  in  Egypt,  and  as  to  the  pofition  occupied  by  the 
Englifh  Army. — But  Egypt  has  fince  been  reftored  to  the  domi- 
nion of  its  lawful  Sovereign,  and  the  idea  of  a rupture  between 
the  two  nations,  on  account  of  the  engagement  contracted  with 
the  Porte,  no  longer  exifts. 

(Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  49.) 

The  underfigned,  his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  affairs,  has  laid  before  the  King  the  note  of  his  Excellency 
General  AndreOfli,  of  the  29th  of  laft  month. 

His  Majefly  has  been  induced,  by  that  fpirit  of  moderation 
and  forbearance  which  have  invariably  governed  his  conduct  in 
every  part  of  his  communications  with  the  French  Government,  to 
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abftain  from  making  many  obfervations  which  the  perufal  of  this 
note  'may  naturally  have  fuggefted  to  his  mind.  His  Majefty 
has  perceived  with  great  regret,  that  the  French  Government 
continue  to  withhold  all  fatisfaftion  and  explanation  on  the  points 
on  which  he  has  complained  ; and  that  at  the  time  when  they 
evade  all  difcuftion  on  the  fubjedl  of  his  reprefentations,  they  per- 
fift  in  their  requifition  that  the  ifland  of  Malta  fhould  be  forthwith 
evacuated  by  his  forces. 

His  Majefty  can  never  fo  far  forget  what  is  due  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  people,  as  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  a courfe  of  proceeding  ; he 
has  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  give  inftru&ions  to  his  Am- 
baflador  at  Paris,  to.  afcertain  diftindtly  from  the  French  Govern- 
ment, whether  they  are  determined  to  perfevere  in  withholding 
all  fatisfa&ion  and  explanation  on  the  points  on  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  complained,— or  whether  they  are  difpofed,  without 
delay,  to  give  fuch  fatisfaftion  and  explanations  upon  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs  as  may  lead  to  an  arrangement  which  may  be  calcu- 
lated to  adjuft:  the  differences  at  prefent  fubfifting  between  the 
two  governments?  It  is  his  Majefty’s  anxious  defire,  that  by  this 
mode  of  proceeding  an  end  may  be  put  to  that  ftate  of  fufpenfe 
and  irritation  which  muft  be  fo  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  both 
countries ; and  that  the  two  Governments,  actuated  by  the  fame 
principles  of  juftice  and  moderation,  may  be  led  to  concur  in  fuch 
meafures  as  are  mod  likely  to  conduce  to  their  permanent  tran- 
quillity. HAWKESBURY. 

Downing-ftreet,  April  3,  1805. 

His  Excellency  General  Andreofli,  &c.  Sec.  Sec. 

No.  50.  Downing-ftreet,  April  4,  1803. 

My  Lord— It  is  become  effential,  that  the  difcuflions  which 
have  been  for  fome  time  fubfifting  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
French  Government  fhould  be  brought  to  an  iflue  within  as  fhorc 
a time  as  confiftent  with  the  deliberation  which  muft  be  given  to 
obje&s  of  fo  much  importance. 

The  laft  Note  prefented  by  General  Andreofli,  in  the  name 
of  his  Government,  in  anfwer  to  my  Note  of  the  15th  of  laft 
month,  evades  all  explanation,  and  evefi  all  difcuflion  of  the 
points  on  which  complaint  has  been  made  by  his  Majefty. 

If  the  French  Government  fhould  ferioufly  intend  to  perfift  in 
this  courfe  of  proceeding,  there  can  be  no  hopes  of  a fuccefsful 
termination  to  the  prefent  negociation.  It  is  important  therefore, 
that  you  fhould  afcertain  diftinftly,  in  the  firft  inftance,  whether 
they  are  difpofed  to  enter  into  explanation  on  the  points  on  which 
his  Majefty  has  complained,  and  to  come  to  fuch  an  arrangement 
as  may  be  calculated  to  adjuft  the  differences  at  prefent  fubfifting 
between  the  two  Countries ; and  for  this  purpofe  will  prefent  a 
Note  to  the  effefl  of  that  which  is  herewith  inclofed.  It  is  poffible 
that  the  French  Government  may  continue  to  evade  all  difcuflion 
on  the  points  in  queftion,  and  confine  themfelves  to  a categorical 
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demand,  that  Malta  fliould  be  immediately  evacuated.  In  that 
cafe,  it  is  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  that  you  fliould  declare  the 
impoflibility  of  the  relations  of  amity  continuing  to  fubfift  be- 
tween  the  two  countries,  and  the  neceflity  that  you  will  be  under 
of  leaving  Paris  within  a certain  time.  But  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  fliould  fliew  a readinefs  to  enter  into  difcuflion,  and  to 
give  reafonable  fatisfa&ion  and  explanation,  it  is  important  that 
you  fliould  be  informed,  without  lofs  of  time,  of  the  fentiments 
of  his  Majefty’s  Government,  as  to  what  might  be  confidered  as 
an  equitable  adjuftment  of  the  differences  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments at  this  moment. 

I have,  therefore,  by  his  'Majefty’s  Command,  inclofed  the 
project  of  an  arrangement,  which,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  would  meet  the  ideas  of  his  Majefty’s  Government : 
which  would  afford  fecurity  for  thofe  objects  which  are  confider- 
ed as  endangered  by  the  unequivocal  difclofure  of  the  views  of 
the  Firft  Conful,  and  which,  at  the  fame  time,  might  entirely 
fave  the  honour  of  the  French  Government.  Iam,  &c. 

H AWKESB  URY. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth,  &c.  8cc.  &c. 

(Firft  Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  g o •) 

The  Underfigned,  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Ambaflador  Extra- 
ordinary, has  received  the  orders  of  his  Court  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  the  French  Government. 

His  Majefty  has  perceived,  with  great  regret,  that  the  French 
Government  continue  to  withhold  all  fatisfa&ion  and  explanation 
on  the  points  on  which  he  has  complained  ; and  that  at  the  time 
when  they  evade  all  difcuflion  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  reprefenta- 
tions,  they  perfift  in  their  requifition  that  the  Ifland  of  Malta 
ihould  be  forthwith  evacuated  by  his  forces.  His  Majefty  can 
never  fo  far  forget  what  is  due  to  himfelf,  and  to  his  people,  as 
to  acquiefce  in  fuch  a courfe  of  proceeding.  He  has  therefore 
commanded  the  Underfigned  to  afcertain  diftin&ly  from  the 
French  Government,  whether  they  are  determined  to  perfevere 
in  withholding  all  fatisfa&ion  and  explanation  upon  the  points 
on  which  his  Majefty  has  complained,  or  whether  they  are  dif- 
poled,  without  delay,  to  give  fuch  fatisfadlion  and  explanation 
upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  as  may  lead  to  an  arrangement, 
which  tnay  be  calculated  to  adjuft  the  differences  at  prefent  fub- 
filling  between  the  two  Governments  ? 

It  is  his  Majefty’s  anxious  defire  that  by  adopting  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  an  end  may  be  put  to  that  ftate  of  lufpenfe  and 
uncertainty  which  muft  be  fo  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  both 
countries  ; and  that  the  two  Governments,  actuated  by  the  fame 
principles  of  juftice  and  moderation,  may  be  led  to  concur  in  fuch 
meafures  as  are  mod  likely  to  conduce  to  their  permanent  tran- 
quillity. „ (Signed)  whitworth. 

H z * (Second 
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(Second  Ioclofure  referred  to  in  No.  50.) 

Heads  of  an  Arrangement  to  be  concluded  by  Treaty  or  Convention  be- 
tween His  Majefty  and  the  French  Government. 

Malta  to  remain  in  perpetuity  in  the  poffeffion  of  His  Majefty. 
The  Knights  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  to  be  indemnified  by  His 
Majefty  for  any  Ioffes  of  property  which  they  may  fuftain  in 
confequence  of  fuch  an  arrangement. 

Holland  and  Switzerland  to  be  evacuated  by  the  French  troops. 

The  iflandof  Elba  to  be  confirmed  by  his  Majefty  to  France, 
and  the  King  of  Etruria  to  be  acknowledged. 

The  Italian  and  Ligurian  Republics  to  be  acknowledged  by 
his  Majefty,  provided  an  arrangement  is  made  in  Italy  for  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  which  fhall  be  fatisfa&ory  to  him. 

No  5 1.— -Ext raft  of  a Dlfpatchfrom  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkefbury, 
dated  Paris,  April  7,  1803. 

I received  your  Lordfhip’s  difpatches  of  the  4th  inft.  with 
their  inclofures,  yefterday  evening  ; — and  fhall  probably  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  have  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  M. 
Talleyrand  the  note,  which  I fhall  tranflate  forthat  purpoft. 

No.  52;  Paris,  April  7,  1813. 

My  Lord — Since  writing  the  preceding  difpatch,  I have 
feen  M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  communicated  to  him  the  inclofed 
Note,  which  I truft  your  Lordfhip  will  find  as  clofe  a tranf- 
lation  as  poftible,  of  that  which  I received  from  your  Lordfhip. 
He  read  it  over  with  much  attention,  and  when  he  had  done  he 
appeared  to  be  in  expectation  of  fome  other  communication. 
Upon  defiring  he  would  explain  himfelf,  he  laid,  that  he  was  in 
hopes  I fhouldhave  furnifhed  him  with  the  heads  of  thofe  points, 
on  which  it  was  affirmed  in  the  Note  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  fo  repeatedly  refufed  all  explanation  and  fatisfaction.  I 
told  him,  that  it  would  have  been  entirely  ufelefs  to  repeat  what 
had  been  fo  often  urged  in  vain ; that  he  could  not  but  know 
that  the  explanation  required  to  the  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  the  fyftem  of  aggrandizement  which  it  had  con- 
llantly  purfued  fince  the  conclufion  and  in  direct  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  founded  as  it  indifputably  was  on  the  ftate  of 
pofleffion  of  the  two  countries  at  the  time ; that  with  regard  to 
the  fatisfattion,  it  evidently  referred  to  the  unjuftifiable  infinu- 
ations  and  charges  againft  his  Majefty’s  Government,  againft  the 
officer  commanding  his  forces  in  Egypt  and  againft  the  Britifti 
army  in  that  quarter,  contained  in  the  official  report  of  Colonel 
Sebaftiani.  He  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to  admit,  that  either  of 
thefe  cafes  could  juftify  the  aflertion  of  the  French  Government 
having  refufed  explanation  and  fatisfa&ion,  on  the  ground  that  no 
notice  had  been  taken  of  thefe  TranfaCtions  but  in  a very  curlory 
manner  3— nor  had  any  explanation  ever  been  required  as  to  any 
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particular  tranfa&ion,  whether  in  Italy  or  elfewhere,  and  if  it  had, 
it  would  immediately  have  been  given ; — and  that  the  Language  of 
of  Colonel  bebaftiani  was  not  to  be  put  in  any  comparifon  with  that 
that  ufed  by  Major  YVilfon,  in  his  account  of  the  campaign  of 
Egypt.  I urged  the  difference  of  a common  publication  like  that 
to  which  he  alluded,  and  a report  to  the  Firft  Conful  publifhed 
by  him  in  his  official  Paper.  On  this  occafion,  M.  de  Talleyrand 
was  difpofed  to  call  in  queftion  the  authenticity  of  the  Moniteur. 
In  ihort  the  moft  ungrounded  afTertions  were  fubftituted  for  ar- 
guments ; and  amongtl  thefe,  I cannot  but  place  that  fo  often 
repeated,  of  the  Firft  Conful’s  having  entirely  given  up  all  idea 
whatever  oT  Egypt,  confequently  we  could  have  no  pretext  for 
retaining  Malta. 

He  aflured  me  for  the  reft,  that  he  would  communicate  it  this 
evening  to  the  Firft  Conful,  and  that  to-morrow  he  fhould  in  all 
probability  have  a communication  to  make  in  return.  I have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  whitworth. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hawkeibury,  &e,  &c.  &c. 

(Inclohire  referred  to  No.  5a.) 

This  is  merely  a tranflation  of  the  firft  inclofure  referred  to  in 
No.  50. 

No.  53.  “ Paris,  April  9,  1803. 

My  Lord— In  my  converfation  yefterday  evening  with  M.  de 
Talleyrand,  I found  him,  after  he  had  feen  the  Firft  Conful, 
more  difpofed  to  conteft  the  fubftance  of  the  Note  which  I had 
prefented  the  day  before,  than  ro  offer  any  further  explanation. 
He  laid,  that  in  order  to  proceed  regularly,  it  would  be  neceffary 
that  the  French  Government  fhould  be  informed  precifely  what 
were  the  objects  which  had  created  fuch  uneafinefs,  and  on  which 
it  was  alleged  all  explanation  had  been  refufed.  That  although 
this  had,  perhaps,  been  touched  upon  in  general  converfation, 
yet  no  fpecific  charge  had  been  adduced  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
demand  a formal  explanation.  I told  him,  that  if  the  object  of 
the  French  Government  was  to  protract  the  prefent  ftate  of  fuf- 
pence  and  uncertainty,  that  object  might  be  anfwered  to  the  extent 
indeed  of  a very  few  days,  by  forcing  me  to  f uch  a reference  ; but 
I muft  at  the  fame  time  declare  to  him,  that  it  could  be  produc- 
tive of  no  advantage,  and  would  ferve  only  to  provoke  fuch  a 
recapitulation  of  the  fyftem  and  conduct  which  France  had  pur- 
fued  fince  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  as  would  have  all  the  appearance 
of  a manifefto,  every  item  of  which  would  carry  conviction  to 
every  individual  in  Europe  ; that  it  appeared  therefore  more 
likely  to  anfwer  the  end  which  both  parties  propofed,  that  of 
haftening  the  concluiion  of  an  amicable  arrangement,  to  take  up 
the  bufmefs  on  the  bafis  which  I fhould  propofe,  and  by  which 
they  would  admit  no  more  than  what  was  incontrovertible,  namely, 
that  if  the  French  Government  exercifed  a right  of  extending  its 
influence  and  territory,  in  violation  of  the  fpirit  of  the  treaty  of 
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Amiens,  Great  Britain  had,  if  fhe  chofe  to  avail  herfelf  of  it, 
(which  I was  confident  (he  would  not  do  further  than  was  necefi- 
fary  as  a meafure  of  fecurity),  an  undoubted  right  to  feek  a coun-  fa 
terpoife.  He  did  not  feem  inclined  to  difpute  this  pofition,  but  fi 
rather  to  admit  that  fuch  a right  did  exift,  and  might  be  claimed  ec 
in  confequence  of  the  acquifitions  which  had  been  made  by  i< 
France. — On  the  point  of  latisfadlion  I found  him  much  more  ob-  ft 
ftinate.  He  faid  that  the  Firft  Conful  was  hurt  at  the  expreffion  j> 
{Satisfactory  to  which  he  gave  an  interpretation  I had  never  un-  t 
derftood  belonging  to  it,  as  implying  fuperiority  ; fo  that  if  the  ( 
Britifh  Government  required  fatisfa&ion  of  the  French,  it  arro-  t 
gated  to  itfelf  a fuperiority.  I told  him,  what  certainly  ntuft  be  - 
underftood  by  every  one,  that  the  demand  of  fatisfa&ion  implied 
that  one  party  had  been  offended  by  another,  and  of  courfe  had 
a right  to  demand  fuch  fatisfaftion  ; that  an  inferior  had  an 
equal  right  with  his  fuperior  to  demand  it ; but  in  the  cafe  in 
queftion  there  was  perfect  equality,  and  confequently  there  was 
no  offence  to  be  found  but  in  the  conduct  which  rendered  fuch 
an  appeal  neceffary.  The  difeuffion  of  this  point  took  up  a con- 
Gderable  time  without  producing  any  thing  decifive.. 

We  at  laft  came  to  the  main  point  of  the  bufinefs  ; and  on  this 
I cannot  fay  any  real  progrefs  has  been  made.  M.  de  Talleyrand 
repeated  to  me  that  the  Firft  Conful  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  to  avoid  the  neceifity  of  going  to  war,  and  that  there  was  no 
facrifi.ee  he  would  not  make,  fhort  of  his  honour,  to  obtain  this 
end.  Is  there,  faid  M.  Talleyrand,  no  means  of  fatisfying  both 
parties  ? for  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Firft  Conful  infifts,  and 
will  always  infift,  on  the  full  execution  of  the  treaty,  he  will  not 
object  to  any  mode  by  which  you  may  acquire  the  fecurity  you 
think  fo  neceffary.— 'You  are  not  fatisfied  with  the  independence 
of  Neapolitan  troops ; what  others  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  ? He 
then  ftarted  the  idea  of  a mixed  garrifon,  compofed  of  Englifh, 
French,  Italians,  Germans,  &c.  He  begged  that  I would  refer 
once  more  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  fubmit  the  inclofed  paper, 
which  he  drew  out  in  my  prefence.  I told'  him  that  we  were 
only  lofing  time  by  fuch  a reference  $ that  my  inftru&ions  were 
pofitive,  and  had  certainly  not  been  fent  me  without  the  fulleft 
confideration.  I couid  not,  however,  refufe  what  he  fo  earneftly 
requefted  ; — and  your  Lordfhip  will  fee  by  the  paper  how  the 
matter  refts  after  this  conference.  I will  confefs  to  your  Lord- 
ihip,  that  my  motive  for  confenting  to  forward  this  fort  of 
propofal  is,  that  fuppofing  we  fhouid  find  the  Firft  Conful  as 
obftinate  as  he  now  appears  to  be  on  the  point  of  abandoning 
Malta  to  us  in  perpetuity,  and  that  a temporary  poflefiion  might 
be  confidered  as  the  next  beft  thing,  fomething  of  this  kind  might 
derive  from  it.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  whitworth. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  LordHawkeftury,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Tranflatioa 
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(Tranflation  of  inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  53  ) 

The  converfation  with  M.  Talleyrand  to  day  has  led  us  to  . 
this  refult  : Every  thing  which  may  tend  to  violate  the  indepen- 
dance  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  will  never  beconfented  to  by  the 
French  Government.  Every  thing  which  may  tend  to  put  an 
end  to  the  prefent  difficulties,  or  be  agreeable  to  the  Englilh  Go- 
vernment, and  which  fhall  not  be  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  French  Government  have  no  objection  to  make  a 
partic  ular  convention  refpe&ing  it.  The  motives  of  this  conven- 
tion fhall  be  inferted  in  the  preamble,  and  fhall  relate  to  the  re- 
fpe£tive  grievances  concerning  which  the  two  Governments  lnall 
think  it  advifeable  to  come  to  an  underdanding  with  each  other. 

No.  $4. — Extract  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Haw.kef- 
bury,  dated  Paris,  April  14,  1803. 

Since  my  lad  the  negotiation  is  at  a (land,  in  the  expe&ation 
I fuppofe,  of  the  anfwer  which  may  arrive,  to  the  overture 
which  I communicated  to  your  Lordfhip  on  the  9th  inftant,  and 
which  is  expedted  here  to  produce  a good  effedt,  notwithdanding 
the  little  hope  I have  given.  To-morrow  I fhall,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  in  poffeffion  of  this  anlwer  from  your  Lordfhip,  and 
be  enabled  to  fpeak  (till  more  pofitively. 

No.  55.  D'owning-flreet,  April  13,  1803. 

My  Lord — His  Majedy  has  received  from  his  Charge  de  Af- 
faires ac  Hamburgh,  the  mod  extraordinary  account  of  the  con- 
dud  of  Monfieur  Reinhard,  the  French  Minider  at  that  place, 
with  refpedt  to  a mod  grofs  and  unwarrantable  libel  upon  His 
Majedy’s  Government.  He  has  been  allured  that  the  French 
Minider,  having  propofed  the  infertion  of  that  libel  in  the  official 
Gazettes  of  the  town  of  Hamburgh,  and  the  infertion  of  it  hav- 
ing in  the  fird  indance  been  refufed,  the  French  Minider  went  fa 
far  as  to  demand,  in  his  official  capacity,  the  infertion  of  that  ar- 
ticle by  order  of  the  Senate.  His  Majedy  is  unwilling  to  believe 
that  the  French  Government  could  have  authorized  fo  outrage- 
ous an  attack  upon  His  Majedy  and  his  Government,  and  fo  dar- 
ing a violation  of  the  independence  of  a neutral  date.  It  is  his 
Majedy’s  pleafure,  that  you  fhould  communicate  thefe  circum- 
ftances  to  the  French  Government,  and  date  at  the  fame  time  the 
impoffibility  of  bringing  the  prefent  difcuffions  to  an  amicable 
conclufion,  unlefs  fome  fatisfadtion  fhall  be  given  to  his  Majedy, 
for  the  indignity  which  has  thus  been  offered  to  him  in  the  face  of 
all  Europe  by  the  French  Minider  at  Hamburgh. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
v (Signed)  hawkesbury. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth,  K.  B.  &c.  See.  See. 

No.  56.  Downing-ftreet,  April  13,  1803. 

My  Lord — Your  Excellency’s  difpatches  have  been  received, 
and  laid  before  the  King. 

His  Majedy  has  obferved  with  great  fatisfatt’on,  the  ad  million 
by  the  French  Government  of  the  Judice  of  his  claim  to  fome 

compenfation 
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compenfation  in  confequence  of  the  increafed  power  and  influence 
of  France,  fince  the  period  of  the  conclufion  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty. 

Although,  under  the  circumftances  of  your  converfation  with 
M.  Talleyrand,  and  particularly  after  the  Note  Verbal  which  he 
gave  to  you,  it  might  have  been  expedient  that  you  fhould  have 
deferred  prefenting  the  projett  contained  in  my  difpatch  No.  7, 
in  the  form  of  a projedt,  it  is  defirable  that  you  lhou Id  commu- 
nicate without  delay  in  fome  mode  or  other,  the  contents  of- that- 
project,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  diltindtly  whether  th© 
conditions  are  fuch  as  to  induce  the  French  Government  to  give 
way  upon  the  queftion  of  Malta.  Thefe  conditions  appear  to 
his  Majefty  lo  well  calculated  to  fave  the  honour  of  the  French 
Government  on  the  fubjedtof  Malta — if  the  queftion  of  Malta  is 
principally  confidered  by  them  as  a queftion  of  honour — and  at 
the  fame  time  hold  out  to  them  fuch  important  advantages,  that- 
the  fuccefs  of  the  propofition  is  at  leaft  worth  trying,  particularly 
as  the  refult  of  it  might  be  productive  of  the  moft  eafy  means  of 
adjufting  the  moft  material  of  our  prefent  differences. 

With  refpedt  to  the  affertion  fo  often  advanced  and  repeated  by 
M.  Talleyrand  in  your  lad  converfations  of  the  non-execution  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  relative  to  Main,  I have  only  to  obferve 
again,  that  the  execution  of  that  article  is  become  impradticable, 
for  caufes  which  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  his  Majefty  to 
controul.  That  the  greateft  part  of  the  funds  afligned  to  the  Sup- 
port of  the  Order,  and  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Order  and  defence  of  the  ifland,  have  been  fequef- 
trated  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  definitive  treaty,  in  diredt  re- 
pugnance to  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  that  treaty  ; and  that  two  of 
the  principal  Powers,  who  were  invited  to  accede  as  guarantees 
to  the  arrangement,  have  refufed  their  acceflion,  except  on  the 
conditions  that  the  part  of  the  arrangement  which  was  deemed  fo 
material  relative  to  the  Maltefe  inhabitants  fhould  be  entirely 
cancelled.  The  eondudl  of  the  French  Government  fince  the  con- 
clufion of  the  definitive  treaty,  gives  his  Majefty  a right,  which 
is  now  at  length  admitted  by  themfelves,  to  demand  fome  com- 
penfation for  the  paft,  and  fecurity  for  the  future.  Such  compen- 
fation could  never  be  confidered  as  obtained  by  the  pofleflion  of 
an  ifland,  which  would  entail  a very  heavy  expence  on  this 
country  ; — and  the  degree  of  fecurity  which  would  be  provided 
by  thefe  means,  would  only  be  fuch  as  his  Majefty.,  under  the 
prefent  circumftances,  is  entitled  to  demand. 

I obferve  in  the  note  verbale  of  M.  Talleyrand,  he  makes  ufe 
of  the  expreflion,  the  independence  of  the  Order  of  Malta.  If 
this  is  meant  to  apply  to  the  Order  exclufively,  his  Majefty 
would  be  willing,  for  the  prefervation  of  peace,  that  the 
Civil  Government  of  the  ifland  fhould  be  given  to  the  Order 
of  St.  John  ; the  Maltefe  enjoying  the  privileges  which 
were  ftipulated  in  their  favour  in  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  * and 
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that,  conformable  to  principles  which  have  been  adopted  on  other 
occafions,  the  fortifications  of  the  Ifland  fhould  be  garrifoned 
for  evei*  by  the  troops  of  his  Majefty. 

In  the  event  of  either  of  thefe  propofitions  being  found  unat- 
tainable, his  Majefty  might  be  difpofed  to  confent  to  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  Ifland  of  Malta  would  remain  in  his  poffef- 
iion  for  a limited  number  of  years*  and  to  waive  in  confequence 
his  demand  for  a perpetual  occupation,  provided  that  the  num- 
ber of  years  was  not  lefs  than  ten,  and  that  his  Sicilian  Majefty 
could  be  induced  to  cede  the  foverignity  of  the  Ifland  of  Lampe- 
dofa  for  a valuable  confederation.  If  this  propofition  is  admitted* 
the  Ifland  of  Malta  fhould  be  given  up  to  the  Inhabitants  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  and  it  ihould  be  acknowledged  as  an  inde- 
pendent State.  In  this  cafe,  his  Majefty  would  be  ready  to  con- 
cur in  any  arrangement  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  in  fome  other  part  of  Europe. 

You  will  not  refufe  to  liften  to  any  propofition  which  the 
French  Government  may  be  difpofed  to  make  to  you  with  a view 
to  an  equivalent  fecurity  for  thofe  objects  in  regard  to  which  his 
Majefty  claims  the  poffteftion  or  occupation  of  Malta;  but  the 
three  propofitions  to  which  I have  above  alluded,  appear,  at  the 
preftent  moment,  to  furnifh  the  only  bafts  for  a fatisfatffory  ar- 
rangement ; and  you  will  decline  receiving  any  propofition 
which  does  not  appear  to  you  to  offer  advantages  to  his  majefty  a* 
ftubftantial  as  that  which  I have  laft  ftated. 

It  is  very  deferable  that  you  fhould  bring  the  negociation  to  aft 
iftfue,  if  pofftble,  without  referring  to  his  majefty’s  Government 
for  further  inltruftions,  after  the  receipt  of  this  dilpatch  ; and  if 
you  fhould  be  of  opinion,  that  there  are  no  hopes  of  bringing  it 
to  a favourable  conclufion,  you  may  inform  M.  Talleyrand  of 
the  neceffity  you  will  be  under,  after  a certain  timq,  to  leave  Pa- 
ris. I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  hawkesbury. 

his  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth,  K*  B.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  57. — Is  a letter  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury, informing  his  Lordlhip  that  thecondudd  of  M.  Rheinhardt 
refpe&ing  the  publication  in  the  Hamburgh  Newfpaper  was  con- 
fidered  by  the  French  Government  as  highly  reprehen ftble,  and 
that  every  fatisfadiion  was  pomifed  on  that  point. 

N©.  58.  Paris,  April  1803. 

My  Lord-— I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Lord  (hip's  difpatdhes  of  the  13  th  inlt. 

I law  Jofeph  Bonaparte  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordfhip’s  difpatch  ; and  endeavoured  to  convince  him  of  the 
importance  of  preventing  the  ultimatum  which  would  inevitably 
follow  the  rejection  of  what  I had  to  propofe.  I will  briefly 
ftate,  that  on  finding  it  perfectly  impracticable  to  eftablifh  the 
principle  of  our  keeping  poflbffiou  of  Malta  in  perpetuity,  I de 
I livered 
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livercd  to  him  in  writing  the  fecond  propofal  I had  to  mate.  He 
did  not  fail  to  obferve,  that  by  this  modification  the  difficulty 
which  he  confidered  as  infurmountable  was  not  removed  ; that 
although  the  Order  was  reltored,  it  could  not  be  confidered  as  in- 
dependant, and,  in  fa£t,  Malta  would  belong  to  that  power  *hich 
had  polfellion  of  the  forts — 1 enfqrced  the  adoption  of  this  plan 
by  every  reafon  which  could  ferve  to  recommend  it  ; but  the  poi- 
feffion  in  perpetuity  was  cohftantly  urged  as  a difficulty  which 
nothing  could  remove  Our  converfation  lafted  near  two  hours. 

I confefs  that  I gained  no  folid  ground  of  hope  that  the  project, 
which  he  allured  me  he  would  take  to  the  Firft  Conful  at  St. 
Cloud,  would  be  adopted.  But  he  faid  that  he  was  not'  without 
hope  that  he  might  be  authorized  to  propofe  to  me  the  occupati- 
on of  the  fortreffes  for  a term  of  years.  It  w»as  my  wifh,  that 
fuch  a propofal  Ihould  come  from  him  rather  than  from  me.  I 
told  him  that  I did.not  well  fee  how  fuch  a tenure  would  fuit  us  ;* 
but  that  I wilhed  too  fincerely  to  avoid  the  fatal  extremities  to 
which  I faw\  the  difcuflion  was  tending,  not  to  give  any  reafona- 
ble  propofal  which  might  be  made  on  their  part  every  affilfance 
in  my  power.  This  propofal  originated  with  him,  and  was  there- 
fore received  by  me  merely  as  a matter  which  I would  refer  to 
your  Lordfhip.  If  however  I can  bring  the  matter  an  immedi- 
ate conclulion,  and  without  further  reference  to  your  Lordfhip  on 
the  principle  of  our  retaining  polfeffion  of  the  fortreffes  of  Malta 
for  a term  of  years,  not  lefs  than  that  pointed  out  by  your  Lord- 
ihip,  and  with  the  affurance  that  this  Government  will  not  op- 
pofe  the  Ceilion  of  the  Ifland  of  Lampedofa,  I fhall  have  great 
pleafure  in  announcing  to  your  Lordfhip  fuch  a conclulion. 

The  converfation  which  I had  the  fame  morning  with  M.  de- 
Talleyrand',  differed  in  no  wife  from  what  T have  above  mention- 
ed. He  fuggelled  all  the  pollibility  of  coming  to  an  arrangement 
on' the  ground  of  a temporary  occupation,  and  I made  him  the. 
.lame  anfvver. 

(Tran flatioh  of  Tncloi’ure  referred  to  in  No.  58.) 

His  MajeHy  will  confent;  for  the  fake  of  preferring  Peace,  ’ 
that  the  Government  of  the  Ifland  of  Malta  lh  all  be1  given  to  the 
Order  of  St.  John  ; the  Maltefe  enjoying  thofe  privileges  which 
have  been  granted  on  former  occafions.  The  fortifications  of 
the  liland  ihall  be  occupied  in  perpetuity  by  the  troops  of  his 
m a jelly. 

No.  59. — Paris  April  to>  1803. 

v My  Lord — I had  hoped  that  tne  Fir  it  Extraordinary  Meffen-J 
ger  I Ihould  have  had  occafion  to  fend,  would  have  been  to  an-| 
nounce  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  differences  between  the  twoj 
Governments  were  adjuited  on  one  of  the  modifications  pointed, 
out  to  me  by  my  lait  inftrudtions  from  your  Lordlhip.  In  this 
expectation  I am  deceived.  I faw  Jofeph  Bonaparte  the  nightf, 
.before  lait,  before  I had  fealed  up  my  difpatches  of  that  ever:-. 
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ing  to  your  Lordfhip  ; but  as  all  be  faid  tended  onjy  to  juftify 
the  hope  I hadgi\en  your  Lordfhip  in  thofe  diipatches,  I added 
nothing  to  them.  He  allured  me  pofitively,  that  I fhould  hear 
from  M.  de  Talleyrand  in  the  courfe  of  yeiterday  morning,  and 
that  a meeting Would  be  appointed  in  order  to  fettle  the  term  of 
years  for  which  the  Firft  Coniul  might  be  induced  to  confent  to 
the  cellion  of  Malta 

I am  lorry  to  fay,  that  no  luch  fummons  has  been  received  by 
me,  neither  has  any  further  notice  been  taken  of  the  bufinels. 
So  that  I feel,  that  I lhould  betray  the  confidence  your  Lordlhip 
may  place  in  me,  were  I to  delay  any  longer  requelling,  that  i 
may  be  immediately  furijilhed  with  the  terms  on  which  his  ma- 
jefty-s  minifrers  would  be  willing  to  conclude,  in  order  that  I may 
propofe  them  in  the  fprmof  an  ultimatum  ; and  that  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  allowed  for  deliberation,  I may  be  autho- 
rized not  only  to  declare  that  I am  to  leave  Paris,  but  actually  io 
to  do,  unleis  in  the  intermediate  time,  the  French  Government 
fhould  acede  to  our  demands. — 1 have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  whitwOrth. 

Right  Hon,  Lord  Ha\vkdbury?  &c.  &c.  &e. 

No.  60, — (Extras) — Downing-flreet,  April  23,1803. 

My  Lord — If,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  difpatch,  it  fltall  not 
have  been  in  your  pov;er  to  bring  the  Negotiation  to  a concluli- 
on  on  any  of  the  propofitions  to  which  I have  above  referred,  it 
is  his  iVJajefiy’s  pleafure  that  you  lhould  communicate,  officially, 
to  the  French  Government,  that  you  have  gone,  in  point  of  con- 
cellion,  to  the  full  extent  of  your  infirinftions  •,  and  that,  if  an  ar- 
rangement, founded  upon  one  of  thefe  propofitions,  cannot  be 
concluded  without  further  delay,  ypu'have  received  his  Majefiy’s 
commands  to  return  tp  England. 

His  Majefiy  can  only  confent  to  relinquiffi  the  permanent  oc- 
cupation of  Malta  by  his  forces,  on  the  conditions  that  the  tem- 
porary polleffion  (ball  not  be  iefs  than  ten  years  ; that  the  autho- 
rity, civil  and  military,  lhall,  during  that  period,  remain  folely 
in  his  Majefiy  ; and  that,  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  the 
illand  lhall  be  given  up  to  the  inhabitants,  and  not  to  the  Order  ; 
and  provided  likewife,  .that  his  Sicilian  Majefiy  lhall  be  induced 
to  cede  to  his  majefiy  the  illand  of  Lampedofa.  It  is  indifpenia- 
ble  that,  as  a part  of  this  arrangement,  Holland  fhould  be  evacur 
ated  by  the  French  7'roops  within  a fhort  period  after  the  con- 
clufion  of  a Convention  by  which  all  thofe  provi  lions  are  fecured. 
His  Majefiy  will  confent  to  acknowledge  the  new  Italian  States, 
upon  the  condition  that  fiipulations  in  favour  of  his  Sardinian 
Majefiy,  and  of  Switzerland,  form  a part  of  this  arrangement. 

It  is  his  majefiy ’s  pleafure  that,  in  the  ©vent  of  the  failure  of 
the  negociation,  you  fhould  delay  your  departure  from  Paris  no 
longer  than  may  be  indifpenfably  necefiary  for  your  perfonal 
convenience  and  that  you  fhould  in  no  cafe  remain  there,  after 
I 2 ih* 
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the  receipt  of  this  difpatch,  more  than  feven  days,  I have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c.  (Signed) 

Hawk  isbur  y. 

"Ho.  61, — Paris,  April  23,  1803. 

My  Lord — As  I heard  nothing  from  M.  de  Talleyrand,  I call- 
ed on  him  on  Thursday,  in  order  to  learn  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posal which  I had  made  conformably  to  your  Lordfhi p's  inftruc- 
tions,  on  the  balls  of  a perpetual  pplTeffion  of  the  Forts  of  Mal- 
ta, on  re- ellabli filing  the  Order  in  the  Civil  Governmensof  the 
Ifland.  He  told  me,  that  if  I had  called  on  him  fooner,  he  fhould 
Jwo  days  ago  have  cojnmunicated  to  me  the  Firlt  Conful’s  an- 
fwer,  which  was,  that  no  confederation  on  earth  Ihould  induce 
him  to  confent  to  a conceffion  jn  perpetuity  of  Malta,  in  any" 
fhape  whatever  : and  that  the^re-eftablilhm^nt  of  the  Order  was 
not  fo  much  the  point  to  be  difcufied,  as  that  of  fullering 
Great  Britain  to  acquire  a pofieffion  in  the  Mediterranean.  I told 
him  that  I did  not  call  fooner,  becaufe  I had  been  given  to  un- 
derftand,  that  he  would  have  himfelf  propofed  it  to  me,  for  the 
purpofe  of  communicating  the  anfuer of  the  Firft  Conful  ; and 
that  it  did  not  in  any  fhape  become  me  to  put  myfelf  on  the 
footing  of  a folicitor  in  this  tranfa<ftipn  After  fome  converfati- 
on,  and  finding,  (what  I moll  fincerely  believe  to  be  the  cafe) 
that  the  Firft  Conful’s  determination  was  fi^ed  on  the  point  of 
a pofieffion  of  Malta  in  perpetuity  : I repeated  to  him  what  I 
had  previously  fuggeftecj  to  Jofeph  Bonaparte,  the  Modification 
which  I had  to  propofe,  namely,  that  for  the  fake  of  peace,  his 
Majefty  would  be  willing  to  wave  his  pretenfions  to  a pofieffion 
in  perpetuity,  and  wouldxonfent  to  hold  Malta  for  a certain 
number  of  years  to  be  agreed  upon,  on  the  condition  that  no  op- 
pofition  fhould  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  French  government  to 
any  Negotiation  his  Majefty  might  fet  on  foot  with  his  Sicilian 
Majefty  for  the  acquimion  of  the  ifland  of  Lampedofa.  We 
difeuffed  this  propofai  in  a converfation  of  fome  length,  and  I 
made  ufe  of  all  the  arguments  which  have  Been  furnifhed  me.  by 
your  Lordfhip,  or  which  occurred  to  me  in  its  favour,  I begged 
him  particularly  to  recoiled!  that  we  were  in  atftual  pofieffion  of 
the  objedl,  and  that  therefore  every  modification  tending  to  li- 
mit the  pofieffion,  was  in  fad!  a conceffion  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty,  and  a proof  of  his  defire  to  facrifice  to  his  love  of  peace 
the  juft  claim  which  he  had  acquired  in  confluence  of  the  con- 
duct of  France,  and  which  had  recently  been  admitted,  of  a much 
more  confiderable  compenfation  and  counterpoife.  M.  de  Tai- 
Jeyrand  did  not  feem  dfipofed  to  difpute  any  of  my  pofitions, 
and  I left  him,  I confefs,  fully  imprefted  with  the  idea  that  the 
pext  day  (Friday)  I fhould  find  him  prepared  to  treat  on  this 
ground,  and  that  the  only  difficult  point  to  be  arranged  would  be 
fhe  number  of  years  for  which  Malta  fhould  be  ceded  to  hf$ 
Majefty, 
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Your  Lordfliip  will  conceive  my  furprife  when  on  feeing  him 
the  next  day,  he  told  me  that  although  he  had  not  been  able  to 
obtain  from  the  Firft  Conful  all  we  wilhed,  hill  the  propofitior* 
he  ha,d  to  make  would, -he  truiled,  be  fuch  as  fully  to  anlwer  the 
purpofe  He  then  laid  that  the  Firft  Conful  would,  qn  no  terms, 
fear  either  of  a perpetual  or  a temporary  pofleifion  qf  Malta  ; 
tnat  his  obje<ft  was  the  execution  of  the  I reaty  of  Amiens  ; and 
tnat  rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch  ar?  arrangement  as  that  I had  la  ft 
propoled,  he  would  even  confent  to  our  keeping  the  objeCt  in 
diipute  for  ever  : On  the  ground 'that  in  the  one  there  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  generolity  and  magnanimity  : but  in  the  other,  no- 
thing but  weaknels  and  the  effedt  of  coercion  : That  therefore  his 
refolution  was  taken,  and  what  he  had  to  propofe  was  the  pof- 
feffion  we  required  of  the  ifland  of  Lampedofa,  or  of  any  other 
of  the  fmall  iiles  of  which  there  are  three  qr  four  between  Malta 
and  the  Coaft  of  Africa  ; that  fuch  a pofl'eftion  would  befuffici- 
entfor  the  objeft  we  had  in  view,  which  wasaftation  in  the  Me- 
diterranean as  a place  of  refuge  and  fecurity  for  any  iquadrofi 
we  might  find  it  convenient' to  keep  in  that  lea.  I fuffered  him 
to  expatiate  a con  fiderable  time,  and  without  interruption,  on  the 
great  advantages  we  were  to  derive  from  luqh  an  acquisition,  as 
well  as  on  the  confidence  which  the  Firft  Conlul  repofed  in  our 
pacific  intention  in  lending  a hand  to  fuch  an  eftablilhment. 

[In  reply  Lord  W.  ftated,  how  urgent  his  orders  were  to  bring 
the  negociation  to  an  iffue,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  procaftination 
would  only  have  effedt  to  make  him  communicate,  in  the  form  of 
an  ultimatum,  the  terms  he  had  offered,  aijd  from  which  he  could 
nqt  depar ] 

To  all  I could  fay  (continues  his  Lordfhip)  M.  Talleyrand  ob- 
jected the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  Firft  Conful,  which  could 
not  admit  of  his  confenting  to  any  thing- which  might  carry  with 
it  the  appearance  of  yielding  to  a threat.  I told  him  that  it 
never  could  be  admitted  that  the  Firft  Conful  had  a right  to  adt 
in  fuch  a manner  as  to  excite  jealoufy  and  create  alarm  in  every 
Hate  of  Europe,  and  when  afked  for  explanation^  fecurity  fay 
that  it  was  contrary  to  his  honour  or  hisdignity,  to  afford  either. 
Such  arguments  might  perhaps  dq  when  applied  to  fome  of  thofe 
Government,?  with  which  France  has  been  accuftomed  to  treat, 
or  more  properly  to  diffate  to,  but  never  could  be  ufed  to  Great 
Britain  ; that  his  Majefty  bad  a right  to  fpeak  freely  his  opinion, 
and  poffeffed  al  p the  means,  whenever  he  choofe  to  employ 
them,  of eppofing  a barrier  to  the  ambition  of  any  individual,  or 
of  any  ltate,  which  fhould-be  dilpofed  to  threaten  the  fecurity  of 
his  dominions,  or  the  tranquility  of  Europe. 

Our  converfation  concluded  by  M.  de  Talleyrand’s  alluring  ma 
that  he  would  report  the  lubftance  of  it  to  the  Firft  Conful  in 
the  evening,  and  that  probably  he  fhould  have  occalion  to  fee 
me  on  the  following  day.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

the  Right  Hon0  Lord  Hawkdhury^  &e.  &c«  No» 
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No.  62.  Pans,  April  15,  iScj* 

Mv  Lord — The  con verfation  I had  on  Saturday  morning  with 
M.  Talleyrand  has  produced  nothing  from  which  I can  draw  a 
more  favourable  conclusion  as  to  'the  relult  of  the  negociation 
than  when  1 la  ft  addrefl’ed  vour,.  Lordftiip.  He  told  me,  that  al- 
though he  had  feen  the  Firft  Conful  the  night  before,  he  h d 
nothing  to  add  to  what  he  had  communicated  to  me  on  Friday  ; 
tfiat  the  Firft  Cor.ful  was  determined  not  to  give  his  conlent  to 
-our  retaining  Malta,  either  in  perpetuity  or  lor  a term,  although 
of  the  two  he  would  preier  the  former  tenure  as  the  lefs  repug- 
nant to  his  feelings;  that  he  was  therefore  ordered  to  repeat  the 
propofal  he  had  lately  made  me,  of  acceding  to  our  demand  of 
La  ;,pedofa  or  any  of  the  neighbouring  iflands  ; and  that  as  our 
phjeft  was  to  obtain  a fettlement  in-  the  Mediterranean  he  ima- 
gir  d that  which  we  had  ourfejves  pointed  out  would  anlwer 
every  purpofe  we  might  have  in  view.  But.  at  all  events,  the 
Firft  Cm  fill  neither  could  nor  would  relinquifli  his  claim  to  the 
"full  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.  To  this  I could  only 
repeat  what  I had  already  laid  to  him  on  the  inadequacy  of  fuch 
a propofal,  and  of  the  impoffibility  in  which  I found  myfelf  to 
trarfmir  it  to  vour  Lordftiip,  I lamented  the  courfe  which  the 
Negotiation  was  taking,  and  that  the  Firft  Conful  fljould  have 
fo  little  regard  to  the  dreadful  conft  quences  which  mult  enfue, 
as  tofuffer  them  to  be  outweighed  ftv  a miftaken  notion  of  dig* 
nigiry.  And  I added,  that  notwithftanding  the  acquiefcence 
which  he  might  have  met  with  from  others,  the  plea  ot  its  being 
incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  French  Government  to 
give  fatisfa£lion  or  leciirity,  when  both  might  with  Juftice  be 
demanded,  could  never  be  admitted  by  Great  Britain. 

M.  de  Talleyrand  heard  every  thing  I could  fay  with  the  ut- 
most pa  ience,  notwithftanding  he  had  nothing  farisfa&ory  to 
lav,  and  feemed  unwilling  to  break  up  the  conference.  He 
conftant'y  brought  forward  the  fame  inadmifiible  propofal,  re- 
queuing that  I would  3t  leaft  communicate  ii  to  your JLordfhip. 
This  I told  him  I could  not  refufe  to  do,  fince  every  tlvng  which 
palled  between  him  and  me  nmft  of  courfe  make  the  fubje<ft  of 
my  reports  to  your  Lordftiip.  I declared,  however,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  I fhould  not  think  myfelf  by  any  means  authorifed  to 
fufpend  the  execution  of  any  inftru-ffions  I might  receive,  tend- 
ing to  bring  the  Negociation  to  an  ifiue,'in  the  expeefa’ion  of 
any  change  which  tuch  a propofal  might  produce.  All  I could 
do,  and  that  I would  certainly  do,  would  be  to  communicate 
the  ultimatum,  if  his  Majefty  (hould  think  proper  to  furnifti  me 
with  it,  confidentially  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  before  I prefented 
it  officially  to  him  as  Mimfter  for  Foreign  Affair's.  He  affured 
me,  that  he  fhould  confider  luch  a condu«ft  as  a further  proof 
of  my  defire  to  , conciliate,  and  that  he  could  not  yet  forbear 
hoping  that  the  differences  might  be  adj lifted.  I repeated  that 


if  his  hope  was  founded  on  the  exptdlation  of  his  Majefty’s  be- 


ing 
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ing  induced  to  recede  from  his  demand,  it  Would  be  deceiving 
hi  ml  elf  to  cherifli  it. 

The  remainder  of  the  converfntion  turned  on  the  calamities 
which  would  follow  the  failure  of  our  endeavour  to  avoid  a ru|  - 
ture.  He  insinuated  that  Holland,  Naples,  find  other  countries 
conncifted  with  Great  Britain,  would  be  t fie  fir  ft  v'nftims  of  the 
war.  I r.flu-d  him  whether  he  thought  that  fuch  a conduct 
would  add  to  the  glory  of  the  Firft  Conful,  or  whether  the  fa  1 1-i 
ing  on  the  innocent  and  defencelefs  would  npt  radicr  tarnifti  it, 
and  ultimately  unite  againft  him,  not  onlv  thq  honeft  men  in  his 
own  Country,  but  every  Government  in  Europe?  That  it  cer- 
tainly would  excite  more  dcteftaiion  than  terror  in  England,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  would  ferve  to  imprefs  upon  us  ftill  more 
ftrongly  the  necefliry  of  omitting  no  means  of  circumfcribing  a 
power  fo  pernicioully  exerted.  I could  not  help  adding,  that  al- 
though no  aft  of  hoftiliry  had  actually  taken  place,  yet  the  in- 
veteracy with  which  our  commerce,  our  induftry,  and  our 
credit,  h«d  betn_  attacked  in  every  pari  to  which  French 
influence  could  be  extended,  did  in  fa  ft  aimoft  amount  to  the 
fame,  Since  it  went  to  prove,  in  addition  to  the  general  fyftetn 
of  the  Firft  Conful,  that  his  objeft  was  to  purfue  under  the  mail-: 
of  peace,  the  fame  line  of  conduct  in  which  t he  preceding  Go- 
vernments bad  afted. 

I now  truft  entirely  to  the  effeft  of  the  Ultimatum,  which 
will  at  leafl  convince  him  that  we  are  in  earneft,  and  that  he  has 
n .thing  toexpeft  from  protraction. 

(cigned)  whitworth. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  HawkeSbury,  &c.  &c. 

P.  S Your  LordShip’s  difpatches  of  the  23d  with  th  ir  inclo- 
fures,  were  delivered  to  me  by  Shaw  this  evening  at  nine  o’clock. 
I fhall-fee  M.  de  Talleyrand  to-tnorrow  morning. 

No.  63.  Extras  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Haw  kel- 
bury,  dated  Paris,  April  27,  1803. 

I cO'timu nica ied-to  M.  de  Talleyrand  the  purport  of  my  io- 
ftrufiions  of  the  23d,  vefterdav  at  four  o’clock.  He  imm/df  t;- 
ly  nlked  me  it  the  pofTrlfion  of  Milra  was  ftilf  infifted  upon?  I 
told  him  moft  certainly  it  was;  and  I repeated  to  him  the  parti- 
cu'ars  .of  the  terms  on  which  ir  was  vt-*r  poffihle  to  conclude  the 
bufinefs.  That  thefe  were,  the  pofTflion  of  Malta  for  ten  years, 
during  which,  period  the  authority,  civil  and  military,  was  co  re- 
main folcly  in  his  Majefty,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of- that 
term,  it  was  to' be  given  up  the  inhabitants,  and  not  to  the  Or- 
der ; provided  alfo,  that  his  Sicilian  Majefty  Shalt  be  induced 
to  cede  to  his  Majefty  the  ifhnd  of  Lanipedofa  ; that  Holland 
fliou  d be  evacuated  by  the  French  troops  within  a month  after 
the  conclusion  of  a C invention  by  which  all  tlufe  provisions 
fliall  be  fecured  ; arid  that  hit.  Majefty  would  confirm  to  acknow- 
ledge the  new  Italian  Slates,  provided  ftipulations  were  made  in 
favour  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty  and  of  Switzerland. 


I had 
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1 Lad  no  fooncr  made  known  thefe  conditions  than  M.  de  Tal- 
leyrand told  me  it  would  be  perfectly  unneteffary  tp  delay  the 
official  communication,  for,  as  the  poffeilion  of  Malta  was  hill 
infilled  upon,  although  for  a term,  the  Firft  Conful  would  not 
content  to  them.  I accordingly  did  repeat  them  to  him  in  the 
manner  he defired  ; when  he  told  me  that  he  comprehended  per- 
fectly what  we  required,  but  that  in  fimilar  cafes  it  was  ufual  to 
hate  the  demand  in  writing,  and  he  desired  I would  give  him  a 
note  on  the  fubjedt.  I told  him  that  I would  repeat  to  him  onctf 
more,  or  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  the  exprefs  terms  which  I had 
ftated  to  him,  and  that  as  my  communication  to  him  was  verbal, 

I fhould  of  courfe  be  content  with  an  anfvver  in  the  fame' form. 
He  confented  at  length  to  receive  it,  and  to  communicate  to  me 
the  Firft  Conful’s  anlwer  a$  doon  as  poflible.  I desired'  that  he 
would  recoil  left  that  Tuefday  next  mult  be  the  day  of  my  depar- 
ture; 

No.  64.— Extract  ef  a difpatcto  from  Lord  Vvrhitwortb  to  Lord  Hawke fbury* 
dated  Paris,  April  29,  1&03. 

This  morning  a perfon  came  to  me  whom  I fufpeCt  of  being 
employed  by  the  Firft  Conful  for  the  purpofe  of  ascertaining  my 
fen'tirr.ents,  and  told  me  that  I fhould,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day* 
receive  a letter  from  M.  de  Talleyrand,  drawn  up  under  the  in- 
fpeCtion  of  the  Firft  Conful,  which  although  not  exactly  what  I 
might  with,  was  how e\ er  fo  moderate  as  to  afford  the  a well- 
grounded  hope,  and  might  certainly  be  fufficient  to  induce  me  to 
delay,  fora  fhort  time,  my  departure;  I told  him  that  it  would 
be  a matter  of  great  fatisfaefion  to  me  to  perceive  a probability  of 
bringing  the  negociation  to  a favourable  i/Tue  : and  that  I’  fhould 
be  extremely  harry  to  fpoil  the  businefs  by  any  ufelefs  precipita- 
tion.' But  it  mull  be  recollected  that  I adled  in  conformity  to 
inftru&ions  ; that  thofe  inftruCtions  were  pofitive  : that  by  them 
I was  enjoined  to  leave  Paris  on  Tuefday  next,  unlefs  in  the  in- 
termediate time  certain  conditions  were  agreed  to.  Having  re- 
ceived no  letter  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  about  four  o'clock  I went 
to  M.  Talleyrand  ; I told  him  that  my  anxiety  to  learn  whether 
he  had  anything  favourable  to  tell  me,  brought  me  to  him,  and 
in  cafe  he  had  not,  to  recall  to  his  recollection  that  Tuefday  was 
the.de  *'  on  which  I mult  leave  Paris,  and  to  requelt  that  he  would 
have  the  neceffary  pafTports  prepared'  for  me  and  my  family.  He 
appeared  evidently  embarraffed,  and  after  fome  helitation  ob- 
jerved,  that  he  could  not  fuppofe  I fhbuld  really  go  away  : but 
that  at  all  e\ents  the  Firft  Conful  never  would  recall  his  ambaf- 
fador  To  this  I replied,  His  IVfajeity  recalled  me  in  order  to 
put  ah  end  to  the  negociation,  on  the  principle  that  even  aCtual 
v ar.was  preferable  to  the  Tare  of  fufpenfe  in  which  England,  and 
indeed  all  Europe,  had  been  kept  for  fo  long  3 fpace  of  time. 

No.  65. 
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No.  65. — Extract  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkelbury, 
dated  May  2,  1803. 

Another  day  has  palled  over  without  producing  any  change, 
I determined  to  go  myfelf  to  M.  dc  Talleyrand,  and  to  deliver, 
inilead  of  fending,  the  inclofed  letter.  1 told  him  it  was  with 
great  rrluftance  that  1 came  to  make  this  laft  application  to  him. 
That  I tind  ionglince  informed  him  of  the  extent  of  the  term 
which  had  been  alligned  for  my  flay  at  Paris,  and  that  as  I had 
received  to  this  moment  no  anlvver  whatever  to  the  propofal  I 
repeatedly  made,  1 could  no  longer  delay  requiring  him  to  furnilh 
me  with  the  neceflarv  piflporis  for  the  return  of  myfelf,  my 
timily,  and  the  remainder  of  the  million  to  England.  He 
hoped,  my  departure  not  fo  near;  faid  he  would  communicate 
my  letter,  and  what  I had  laid,  to  the  Firll  Conlul  immediately, 
and  that  in  all  probability  1 fliould  hear  from  him  this  evening. 

Trandation  of  inclofure  in  No.  65.  Paris,  May  2,  1803. 

Sir — When  I had  the  honour,  on  Tuefday  laft,  of  commu- 
nicating to  you  officially  the  ’ait  propolirions  which  I was  in- 
truded by  my  Court  to  fubmit  to  the  French  Government,  for 
the  fake  of  removing  the  prelent  difficulties,  I had  the  honour 
to  announce  to  you,  that  in  cafe  the  Firft  Conful  ihould  not 
conlent  to  thefe  propolitions,  I fliould  find  myfelf  under  the 
neceflitv  of  leaving  Paris  in  eight  days.  We  are  nearly  arrived 
at  the  end  of  this  period,  without  my  having  received  any  anfwer 
to  this  communication.  It  remains  for  me  only,  therefore,  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  King  my  mailer  to  return  to  him:  and 
lor  this  purpole  I entreat  you,  St,  to  have  the  goodnefs  to 
furnifli  me  with  the  necetTary  paflports. 

(Signed)  Whit  worth. 

His  Excellency  M.  dc  Talleyraud. 

No.  66. — Extraft  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkefbury* 
dated  Paris,  Wednesday  Morning,  May  4,  1 803  . 

Soon  after  1 had  difpatched  the  meflenger  the  night  before  Iafl, 
with  my  difpatches  of  the  3d,  I received  a commuication  from 
M.  de  Talleyrand,  of  which  I inclofe  a Copy.  On  the  following 
morning  I returned  the  anfwer,  of  which  the  inclofed  is  a copy. 

After  this  I concluded,  of  courfe,  that  there  was  an  end  to  the 
Negotiation.  I had  for  fome  days  pall  been  preparing  for  my 
departure;  every  meafure  was  taken  for  fetting  out  at  four 
o’clock  this  morning,  and  we  were  expe&ing  only  the  paflports 
which  I had  demanded,  for  the  purpofe  of  ordering  poll-horfes- 
The  day  and  the  evening  psfled  without  the  paflports  having 
been  fent  • and  while  we  were  deliberating  on  the  motives  of  fuch 
a delay,  about  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  a Gentleman  w'ho  was 
with  me  received  a communication  which  convinced  me  that 
it  was  not  meant  to  give  me  my  paflports  without  another  attempt, 
and  I was,  therefore,  not  furprifed  when  about  one  o'clock  I 
received  the  inclofed  note  from  M.  de  Talleyrand. 

K 
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T reflation  of  the,  fir  ft  inclofure,  referred  to  in  No.  66, 

The  underligned  has  reported  to  the  firll  Conful  the  con- 
verfation  which  he  had  w’ith  his  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth  on 
the  6th  of  this  month,  and  in  which  his  Excellency  announced, 
that  his  Britannic  Majefty  had  ordered  him  to  make,  verbally, 
in  his  name,  the  following  demands  : 

ift.  That  his  Britannic  Majefty  fhould  retain  his  troops  at 
Malta  for  ten  years. 

id.  That  the  Illand  of  Lampedofa  fhould  be  ceded  to  him  in 
polfeflion.  . 

3d.  That  the  French  troops  fhould  evacuate  Holland.  And 
that  if  no  convention  on  this  bafis  fhould  have  been  figned 
within  a week,  his  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth  had  orders  to 
terminate  his  million,  and  to  return  to  London.  On  the  de- 
mand made  by  the  Underfigned,  that  Lord  Whitworth  would, 
in  conformity  to  the  ufage  of  all  ages  and  of  all  Countries,  give 
in  writing  what  he  himfelf  called  the  Ultimatum  of  his  Govern-^ 
ment,  his  Excellency  declared,  that  his  inftrudlions  exprefsly 
forbad  him  to  tranfmit  on  this  object  any  written  note.  The 
intentions  of  the  Firft  Conful  being  entirely  pacific,  the  under- 
signed difpenfes  with  making  any  obfervation  on  fo  new  and  fo 
ftrange  a manner  of  treating  on  affairs  of  this  importance.  And, 
in  order  to  give  a frefh  teftimony  of  the  valuevwhich  he  attaches 
to  the  continuance  of  Peace,  the  Firft  Conful  has  directed  the 
underfigned  to  make  the  following  notification  in  the  accuflomed 
ftyle  and  forms. 

As  the  Ifland  of  Lampedofa  does  not  belong  to  France,  it  is 
not  for  the  Firft  Conful  either  to  accede  to  or  refufe  the  defire 
teftified  by  his  Britannic  Majefty,  of  having  this  illand  in  his 
pofieffion. 

With  regard  to  the  Ifland  of  Malta,  as  the  demand  made  re- 
fpecfting  it  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  would  change  a formal  dif- 
pofition  in  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  the  Firft  Conful  cannot  but 
previoufly  communicate  it  to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  to  the  Batavian  Republic,  Contracting  Parties  to  the  fa  id 
Treaty,  in  order  to  know  their  opinion  ; and  befides,  as  the 
Stipulations  relative  to  Malta  have  been  guaranteed  by  their 
Majefties  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Etnperor  of  Ruflia, 
and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  the  Contracting  Parties  to  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  before  they  agree  to  any  change  in  the  article  of 
Malta,  are  bound  to  concert  with  the  guaranteeing  Powers. 
The  Firft  Conful  will  not  refufe  this  concert,  but  it  belongs 
not  to  him  to  propofe  it,  fince  it  is  not  he  who  urges  any  change 
in  the  guaranteed  ftipulations. 

- With  regard  to  the  evacuation  of  Holland  by  the  French 
troops,  the  Firft  Conful  has  no  difficulty  in  directing  the  under- 
figned to  repeat  that  the  French  troops  fhall  evacuate  Holland 
at  the  inftant  that  the  ftipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  fhall 
be  executed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

Paris,  nFlorcal,  Year  u,  (sdMay,  1803.) 
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Tranflntion  of  the  fecortd  inclofure  in  No.  66.  Paris,  3d  May,  18C3. 

The  underlined, Jin  anfwer  ro  the  note  which  M.  de  Tab 
leyrand  tranfnmred  t»  him  yefterdny  everting,  has  the  honour  to 
obferve  to  him,  that  the  King  has  had  no  other  motive  in  feek- 
ing  to  accelerate  the  proceedings  of  the  negociation,'than  ro 
relieve  as  Coon  as  poffible  the  two  countries  the  1110ft  interefted* 
and  Europe  in  general,  from  the  (late  of  fufpence  in  which  they 
are  placed.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  he  perceives  nothing  in 
his  Excellency’s  note  which  can  correfpond  with  this  intention, 
and  confequently  nothing  that  can  jultify  him  in  delaying  to 
obey  the  orders  of  his  Court.  It  remains  therefore,  only  to 
requeft  the  Minilter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  give  him  the  means 
of  obeying  them,  by  furniftiing  him  with  the  neceflary  palfports 
for  his  return. 

(Signed)  whit  worth. 

Tranfhtion  of  the  third  inclofure  in  No.  66.  Paris,  3d  May,  1803. 

My  Lord — ^Having  to-morrow  morning  to  make  to  iyou  a 
communication  of  the  greateft  importance,  I have  the  honour 
to  inform  you  of  it  without  delay,  in  order  that  you  may  not  ex- 
pert this  evening  the  paffports  which  you  had  demanded.  I 
propofe  that  you  fliould  call  to-morrow,  at  half  paft  four,  at  the 
Foreign  Department.  ck.  mad.  talleyrand. 

No.  67. — Extract  cf  a Difpatch  from  Lord' Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkf- 
bury,  dated  Paris,  Wednefday  Evening,  May  4,  1803. 

The  inclofed  note  will  lliew  your  Lordftiip,  that  the  idea 
which  has  been  thrown  out,  is  to  give  Malta  to  Ruflla. 

Mv  only  inducement  for  having  undertaken  to  refer  again  to 
your  Lordihip,  is  to  avoid  every  reproach  of  precipitation.  The 
difference  will  be  but  five  days,  and  I have  declared,  that  I fee 
fo  many  objections  to  the  plan,  that  although  I would  not  refute 
their  folicitation  to  fend  it,  I could  give  no  hope  whatever  of 
its  being  accepted  as  a ground  of  negociation. 

Tranllationof  inclofurein  No.67» 

The  underfigned  has  fubmitted  to  the  Firft  Conful  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty’s  Ambaifador’s  Note  of  the  3d  inftant. 

After  the  laft  communication  addrelfed  to  his  Excellency,  it 
is  more  difficult  than  ever  to  conceive  how  a great,  powerful, 
and  enlightened  nation,  can  be  willing  to  take  upon  irfelf  to 
declare  a war  which  would  be  accompanied  by  fuch  heavy  cala- 
ndties,  and  the  caufe  of  which  would  be  lo  infignificant,  the 
object  in  aueftion  being  a miferabie  rock. 

His  Excellency  mud  have  been  aware  that  the  two-fold  necef- 
fity  of  making  an  agreement  with  the  guranteeing  Powers  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  and  of  violating  a compact  in  the  execution 
of  which  the  honour  of  France,  the  fecurity  for  the  future,  and 
the  good  faith  of  the  diplomatic  intercourle  between  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  were  fo  dpeply  interefted,  had  impofed  a 
jaw  upon  the  French  Government  of  dilbarding  every  pro- 
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pofition  diametrically  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens. — 
Nevertheless  the  Firft  Conful,  accuftomed  for  two  months  to 
make  every  fpecies  of  facrifice  for  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
would  not  reject  a mezzo  termino  of  a nature  to  conciliate  the 
interefts  and  dignity  of  the  two  countries. 

The  Firft  Conful  is  ready  to  confent  that  the  ifland  of  Malta 
fliall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  three  powers  who  have 
guaranteed  its  independence,  either  Auftria,  Rufiia,  or  Pruifia, 
with  a provifo  that  as  foon  as  France  and  England  fhall  have 
come  to  an  agreement  upon  this  article,  they  fhall  unite  in  their 
requifition  to  engage  the  other  Powers,  either  contracting,  or 
acceding  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  to  confent  to  it. 

Paris,  14  Floreal.  ch.  mau.  talleyrand. 

No.  68,  Extra£t.  Downing*ftreet,  May  7,  1803. 

The  French  Government  propofe  that  his  Majefty  fhouldgive 
up  the  Ifland  of  Malta  to  a Ruflian,  Auftrian,  or  Pruflian  gar- 
rifon.  If  his  Majefty  could  be  difpoled  to  wave  his  demand  for 
a temporary  occupation  of  the  Ifland  of  Malta,  the  Emperor  of 
Ruflia  would  be  the  only  Sovereign  to  whom,  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  Europe,  he  could  confent  that  the  ifland  fliould  be  afiigned : 
and  his  Majefty  has  certain  and  authentic  information,  that  the  Em- 
peror of  Ruflia  would  on  no  acconnt  confent  to  garrifon  Malta. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  his  Majefty  perfeveres  in  his  determina- 
tion to  adhere  to  the  futftance  of  his  third  project  as  his  ultimatum  : 
as,  however,  the  principal  obje&ion  ftated  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  his  Majefty’s  propofition  is  underftood  to  be  confined  ro 
the  infertion  of  an  article  in  a public  treaty  by  which  his  Majefty 
fhall  have  a right  to  remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  ifland  of  Malta  . 
for  a definite  number  of  years,  his  Majefty  will  confent  that  the 
number  of  years  ( being  in  no  cafe  lefs  than  ten ) may  be  ftated  in  a 
fecret  article ; and  the  public  articles  may  be  agreed  to  confor- 
mably to  the  inclofed  project.  By  this  expedient,  the  fuppofed 
point  of  honour  of  the  French  Government  might  be  faved.  The  \ 
independence  of  the  ifland  of  Malta  would,  in  principle,  be  , 
acknowledged,  and  the  temporary  occupation  of  his  Majefty 
would  be  made  to  depend  alone  on  the  prefent  fate  0}  the  ifland  of  f: 
Lampedefa. 

I obferve  by  your  difpatch,  yau  did  not  confider  yourfelf  as  | 
authorized  to  deliver  to  the  French  Government  any  note  or  pro^  t 
je&  in  writing.  The  words  of  my  difpatch  were,  that  you  were  f 
to  communicate  the  terms  officially y which  left  it  at  your  difcre-  I 
tion  to  communicate  them  verbally,  or  in  writing,  as  you  might  1 
judge  moft  expedient.  You  were  certainly  right  in  communi- 
cating them,  in  the  firft  inftance,  verbally ; but  as  fo  much  ftrefs  I 
has  been  laid  by  M.  Talleyrand  on  this  diftinflion,  it  is  irupor-  | 
tant  that  I fhould  inform  you,  that  his  Majefty  neither  had  nor  1 
has  any  objection  to  your  delivering  the  inclofed  p^ojeft  as  an  1 
ultimatum,  accompanied  by  a /hort  note  in  writing. 

(Signed^  hawiesbury. 

No.  70,— 


( 77  ) 

No. 70 — Extra&of  a difpatch  from  Lord  WhUhworth  to  Lord  Hawkcf- 
bury,  dated  Paris,  May  12,  1803. 

The  Meflenger  Sylvefter,  as  I mentioned  in  my  laft  difpatch, 
returned  on  the  9th  at  12  o’clock  ; and  I wrote  to'M.  de  Talley- 
rand, defiring  him  to  name  an  hour  when  I might  communicate 
to  him  the  purport  of  my  inftruttions.  I received  no  anfwer 
that  evening  or  the  following  morning.  Anxious  to  execute 
my  orders,  I inclofed  the  project  furnilhed  me  by  your  Lord- 
fhip,  accompanied  by  an  official  note  and  a private  letter  to  M. 
de  Talleyrand,  and  fent  it  to  the  Foreign  Department,  with 
dire&ions  to  deliver  it  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  or  in  his  abfence  to 
the  Chief  du  Bureau.  It  was  delivered  to  M Durand,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  give  it  to  his  chief. — At  half  paft  four,  I went  myfelf 
to  M.  de  Talleyrand  ; I was  told  that  the  family  was  in  the 
country,  and  they  did  not  know  when  the  Minifter  would  be 
in  town.  Half  an  hour  after  I had  returned  home,  the  packet 
which  had  been  given  into  the  hands  of  M.  Durand,  was  brought 
to  me,  I believe  by  a fervant,  with  a verbal  Meffage  that 
as  M.  de  Talleyrand  was  in  the  country,  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  that  I fhould  fend  it  to  him  there.  In  order  to  defeat  as 
much  as  depended  upon  me,  their  intention  of  gaining  time , I 
wrote  again  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  recapitulating  the  Heps  I had 
taken  fince  the  return  of  the  MefTengers ; and  defired  Mr. 
Talbot,  the  Secretary  of  the  Embaffy,  to  take  it  himfelf  at 
nine  o’clock  at  night,  when  I thought  M.  Talleyrand  wouldtt 
be  ar  home,  to  his  houfe  at  Meudon,  He  was  not  at  home. — 
Mr.  T.  was  told  that  he  was  at  St.  Cloud,  and  would  not 
be  back  till  lare.  He  therefore  left  my  Private  Letter,  with 
his  name,  and  returned  with  the  Packet.  At  ope  o’clock  in 
the  morning  I received  a Note  from  M.  de  Talleyrand  account- 
ing for  his  not  having  been  able  to  anfwer  me  faoner, ; and  ap- 
pointing me  at  twelve  o’clock  at  the  Bereux  des  Relations  Extc- 
rieurs.  I went  at  the  appointed  time. — I gave  him  the  Note  in 
which  was  the  project,  on  which  alone  a farisfadfory  arrangement 
could  be  framed.  He  read  them  with  apparent  attention,  and 
alter  fome  time  he  afked  me  if  I felt ' myfelf  authoriled  by  my  in- 
firu&ions  to  concede  with  him  a Convention,  framed  on  the 
bafis  of  my  project,  or  indeed  extending  that  bafis,  fince  the 
firft  Article  of  it  would  be  the  perpetual  pofTelfion  of  Malta 
to  England,  in  return  for  a confederation.  I told  him  I moft 
certainly  was  nor  aurhorifed  to  enter  into  engagement  of  fuch  a 
nature,  which  would  make  the  negociation  one  of  exchange,  in- 
Head  of  a demand  of  fatisfa&ion  and  feouritv.  To  this  he  replied, 
that  the  farisf'a&ion  and  fecurity  which  we  required  was  Malta, 
and  rhat  this  we  obtained.  That  the  Firtl  Conful  could  not 
accede  to  what  he  confidered  by  the  public  and  by  Europe,  as 
the  effect  of  coercion,  but  if  it  were  poifible  to  make  the  dralt 
palatable,  did  i rhink  myfelf  jufti liable  in  refwfing  to  do  fo  ? I 
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told  him  that  acting  in  flrift  compliance  with  my  inftrinSljons,  I 
could  have  no  need  of  juflification,  and  that  I came  to  him  with 
the  determination  of  abiding  ftri&ly  by  them.  He  contended, 
that  by  communicating  a projeft,  I merely  flared  on  what  grounds 
t we  would  be.  willing  to  conclude;  and  that  a counter-project, 
founded  on  the  bafts  of  giving  us  what  we  required,  could  not 
be  refufed  a fair  difcuflion.  To  this,  I urged  the  refolution  of 
hisMajefty’s  Mirtifters,  to  avoid  everything  which  could  protract 
the  negociation.  That  I faw  no  other  means  of  adling  up  to 
thofe  views,  than  by  making  my  (land  on  the  project  at  all  events, 
I urged  him  repeatedly  to  explain  himfelf  more  fully  on  the 
nature  of  the  demand  which  he  fhoulcf  make  for  Malta,  but  he 
could  not , or  would  not  explain  himfelf.  After  much  conteft,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  propofal  fhould  be  fubmitted  to  me  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  hours. 

The  remainder  of  this  day  palled  without  receiving  any  com- 
munication from  M.  de  Talleyrand. 

At  two,  I renewed  my  demand  of  pafTports,  and  was  told  I 
would  have  them  immediately.  They  arrived  at  five  o’clock, 
and  I propofe  fetting  out  as  foon  as  the  Carriages  are  ready. 

No.  69. — Extraft  of  a Difpatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkc(bury# 
dated  Paris,  May  9,  1803. 

The  MefTenger  Silvefter  is  arrived  with  your  Lordfbip’s  dif- 
patches,  of  7th  May. 

As  foon  as  I received  your  Lordfhip’s  inftru&ions,  I prepared 
a tranflated  Copy  of  the  project  furniflied  me  by  your  Lordfbip, 
and  a fhortNote  with  which  it  is  my  intention  to  accompany  the 
communication.  I then  fent  a perfon'to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  to 
know  when  I could  fee  him,  and  I was  informed  that  he  was  at 
St.  Cloud.  I foon  after  learnt  that  he  was  gone  there  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  accident  which  happened  velferday  to  the  Firft 
Conful.  I underfland  that  no  badconfequencesare  likely  to  enfue, 
and  that  he  is  able  to  tranfaft  bufinefs.  I cannot,  however,  ex- 
pert to  fee  M.  Talleyrand  before  to-morrow  morning. 

Tranflation  of  fir 0:  inclofure  in  No.  yo. 

The  underfigned,  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Ambaffador,  &c. 
having  tranfmitted  to  his  court  the  propofal  which  was  ni2de  to 
him  by  the  Miniller  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  3d  inftant,  has  juft 
received  orders  to  tranfmit  to  his  Excellency  the  accompanying 
project  of  a convention,  founded  on  the  only  bafis  which  his  Ma- 
Jefly  conceives,  under  the  exiting  circumftances,  to  be  fufceptible 
of  a definitive  and  amicable  arrangement.  The  Minifter  for  fo- 
reign affairs  will  not  fail  to  obferve  to  what  degree  hisHVIajefty 
has  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  fecurity  of  his  interefts  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Firft  Conful. 

(Signed)  whitworth. 
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Tranllition  of  the  fecond  inclofure  id  No.  76. 

' PROJECT. 

I.  The  French  Government  fhall  engage  to  make  no  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Ccilion  of  the  ifland  of  Lampedofa  to  His  Majettv  by 
the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies. 

II  In  coniequence  of  the  prefent  date  of  the  1 (land  of  Lam- 
pedofa,  His  M a jetty  fhall  remain  in  poflcttion  of  the  lfland  of 
Malta  until  fuch  arrangements  iliali  be  made  by  him  as  may  en- 
able His  M.ijrtty  to  occupy  L.ampedofa  as  a naval  ftation  . after 
which  period  the  Illand  of  Malta  lhall  be  given  up  to  the  inhabi- 
tants anu  a knowledged  as  an  independent  State. 

III.  The  territories  of  the  Betavian  Republic  fhal!  be  evacuat- 
ed by  the  French  forces  within  one  month  after  the  conclufion  of 
a Convention  founded  on  the  principles  of  this  project. 

IV.  The  King  ot  Etruria  aiid  the  Italian  and  Ligurian  Repub- 
lics, fnall  be  acknowledged  by  his  Majefty. 

V.  Switzer,  ;nd  Hull  be  evacuated  by  the  French  forces. 

VI.  A fu  l able  territorial  provifion  fhall  be  alligned  to  thwr 
King  of  Sardinia  in  Italy. 

SECRET  ARTICLE'. 

His  MajelT  fhall  not  be  required  by  the  French  Government 
to  evacuate  the  lfland  of  Malta  un.il  after  the  expiration  of  ten 
years. 

Articles  IV.  V.  and  VI.  may  be  entirely  omitted,  or  mufl  all 
be  inferred.  , 

Tranflation  of  third  Inclofure  in  No,  70  ) 

Paris,  May  10,  1803. 

Sir — In  order  not  to  lofe  an  inttant  of  lo  precious  a time,  I 
have  the  honour  to  convey  to  you  the  Project  which  I have  re- 
ceived from  my  Court,  with  the  Note  which  accompanies  it. 

(Signed)  whitworth. 

To  His  Excellency  M.  de  Talleyrand,  Sec.  Sec. 

(The  fourth  Inclofure  in  No.  70.) 

[States  the  pains  Lord  Whitworth  had  taken  to  make-the  communication 
to  the  French  Minifter,  and  concludes  as  follows]  : 

In  this  ttate  of  things,  fince  your  Excellency  does  not  give  me 
ah  opportunity  of  making  you  this  communication,  1 have  no  * 
other  alternative  than  to  give  it  in  charge  to  Mr.  Talbot,  Secre,- 
tary  to  the  EnibafTv.  He  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  to  vou  the 
Proje£t  of  a convention,  which,  I hope,  will  ferve  as  a bafis  to 
an  amicable  arrangement  between  our  two  Governments. — 

I mutt  fet  out  on  my  journey  for  England  on  Thurfday  morning 
if  the  negociation  is  not  favourably  terminated  before  that 
time. 

(Signed)  WHITWORTH, 

The  fifth  inclojure 

is  merely  a renewal  of  the  demand  for  paflports. 

(Signed)  whitworth. 

DECLA- 
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DECLARATION. 

His  majedy’s  earned  endeavours  for  the  prefervntion  of 
peace  having  failed  of  fuccefs,  he  entertains  the  fullelt  con- 
fidence that  he  (hall  receive  the  fame  lupport  from  hi3  par- 
liament, and  that  the  fame  zeal  and  fpirit  will  be  manifelted 
by  his  people,  which  he  has  experienced  on  every  occafion 
when  the  honour  of  his  crown  has  been  attacked,  or  the 
e hernial  intereds  of  his  dominions  have  been  endangered. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  negotiations  which  led  to 
the  preliminary  and  definitive  treaties  of  peace  between  his 
majedy  and  the  French  republic,  it  was  his  majedy’s  fincere 
delire,  not  only  to  put  an  end  to  the  hoftilities  which  fubfid- 
ed  between  the  two  countries,  but  to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  and 
to  concur  in  fuch  propofitions,  as  . might  moft  effectually  con- 
tribute to  confolidate  the  general  tranquility  of  Europe. 
The  fame  motives  by  which  his  majcfty  was  actuated  during 
the  negotiations  for  peace,  have  fince  invariably  governed  his 
conduct.  As  foon  as  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  concluded, 
liis  majedy’s  courts  were  open  to  the  people  of  France  for 
every  purpofe  of  legal  redrefs  ; all  fequedrations  were  taken 
off  their  property — all  prohibitions  on  their  trade  which  had 
been  impofed  during  the  war  were  removed,  and  they  were 
placed,  in  every  refpedf,  on  the  fame  footing  with  regard  to 
commerce  and  intercourfe,  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  other 
date  in  amity  with  his  majedy,  with  which  there  exilted 
no  treaty  of  commerce. 

To  a fydem  of  conduct  thus  open,  liberal,  and  friendly, 
the  proceedings  of  the  French  government  afford  the  mod 
linking  contrail.  The  prohibitions  which  had  been  placed 
on  the  commerce  of  his  majedy’s  fubjeCts  during  the  war, 
have  been  enforced  with  increafed  dridlnefs  and  fev^rityj 
violence  has  been  offered  in  feveral  indances  to  their  veffels  and. 
their  property  ; and  in  no  cafe  has  juftice  been  afforded  to 
thofe  who  may  have  been  aggrieved  in  confequence  of  fuch 
a £ts,  nor  has  any  fatisfaClory  anfwer  been  given  to  the  re- 
peated reprefentations  made  by  bis  majedy’s  miniders  or  am- 
baffador  at  Paris.  Under  fucli  circumdances,  when  his  ma- 
jedy’s fubjeCts  were  not  differed  to  enjoy  the  common  advan- 
tages of  peace  within  the  territories  of  the  French  republic, 
and  the  countries  dependent  upon  it,  the  French  govern- 
ment had  recourfe  to  the  extraordinary  meafure  of  fending 
over  to  this  country  a number  of  perfons  for  the  profeffed 
purpofe  of  refiding  in  the  mod  coniiderable  fea-port  towns 
of  Great  Briitain  and  Ireland,  in  the  character  of  commercial 
agents  or  confuls.  Thefe  perfons  could  have  no  pretenfions 
to  be  acknowledged  in  that  character,  as  the  right  of  being  ) 
fo  acknowledged,  as  well  as  all  the  privileges  attached  to  • 
fuch  a dtuation,  could  only  be  derived  from  a commercial  i 
treaty;  and  no  treaty  of  that  description  was  in  exiftence  be- 
tween bis  majedy  and  the  French  republic. 
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There  was  confequently  too  much  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  real  objedt  of  their  million  was  by  ho  means  of  a com- 
mercial nature,  and  thfs  fufpicion  was  confirmed,  not  on- 
ly by  the  circumftance  that  lbme  of  them  were  military  men, 
but  by  the  adlual  difcovery,  that  feveral  of  them  were  fur- 
niihed  with  inftrudtions  to  obtain  the  foundings  of  the  har- 
bours, and  to  procure  military  furveys  of  the  places  where  it 
was  intended  they  (hould  refide.  His  majefty  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  prevent  their  departure  to  their  refpedlive  places  of 
deftination,  and  reprefented  to  the  French  government  the 
neceflity  of  withdrawing  them  ; and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
the  circumftances  under  which  they  were  fent,  and  the  in- 
Itrudlions  which  were  given  to  them,  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  decifive  indications  of  the  difpofitions  and  intentions  of 
the  government  by  whom  they  were  employed. 

The  condudf  of  the  French  government,  with  rcfpedl:  to 
the  commercial  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries,  muft 
therefore  be  confidered  as  ill  fuited  to  a ftate  of  peace,  and 
their  proceedings  in  their  more  general  political  leiations,  as 
well  as  in  thole  which  immediately  concern  his  majefty’s 
dominions,  appear  to  have  been  altogether  inconfiftent  with 
every  principle  of  good  faith,  moderation,  and  juftice.  His 
majefty  had  entertained  hopes,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
peated affurances  and  profeflions  of  the  French  government, 
that  they  might  have  been  induced  to  adopt  a fyftem  of  policy 
which,  if  it  had  not  infpired  other  powers  with  confidence, 
might  at  leaft  have  allayecL  their  jealoufies.  If  the  French 
government  had  really  appeared  to  be  actuated  by  a due  atten- 
tion to  fuch  a fyftem  ; if  their  difpofitions  had  proved  ftp  be 
eflentially  pacific,  allowances  would  have  been  made  for  the 
fituation  in  which  a new  government  muft  be  placed  after 
fo  dreadful  andextenfive  a convulfion  as  that  which  has  been 
produced  by  the  French  revolution.  But  his  majefty  has  un- 
fortunately had  too  much  reafon  to  obferve  and  to  lament,  that 
the  fyftem  of  violence,  aggreffion,  and  aggrandizement  which 
characterized  the  proceedings  of  the  different  governments 
of  France  during  the  war,  has  been  continued  with  as  little 
difguife  fince  its  termination.  They  have  continued  to  keep 
a French  army  in  Holland  againft  the  will,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  remonftrances  of  the  Batavian  government,  and  in  repug- 
nance to  the  letter  of  three  folemn  treaties.  They  have,  in  a 
period  of  peace,  invaded  the  territory,  and  violated  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Swifs  nation,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  of 
Luneville,  which  had  ftipulated  the  independence  of  their 
territory,  and  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  to  chtffe  their'  own 
form  of  government.  They  have  annexed  to  the  dominions 
of  France,  Piedmont,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  and  the  ifland 
of  Elba,  without  allotting  any  provifion  to  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, whom  the}’*  have  defpoiled  of  the  moft  valuable  pare 
of  his  territory,  though  they  were  bound,  by  a folemn  en- 
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gagement  to  the  bbnperor  of  Rullia,  to  attend  to  his  interefts 
ami  to  provide  for  his  eftablilhment.  It  may,  indeed,  with 
truth  be  aliened,  that  the  period  which  has  elapfed  fince  the 
conclufion  of  die  definitive  treaty,  has  been  marked  with  one 
continued  feries  of  aggreflion,  violence,  and  infult  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 

In  the  month  of  October  lall,  his  majefly  was  induced,  in 
confequence  of  the  Darnell  folicitation  of  the  Swifs  nation, 
to  make  an  effort,  by  a reprefentation  to  the  French  govern- 
ment, to  avert  the  evils  which  were  then  impending  over  that 
country.  This  reprefentation  was  couched  in  the  moft  tempe- 
rate terms  ; and  mealures  were  taken  by  his  majefly  for  ascer- 
taining, under  the  circumflances  which  then  exHled,  the  real 
(ituation  and  wifhes  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  as  well  as  the  Senti- 
ments of  the  other  cabinets  of  Europe.  His  majefly  learned, 
however,  with  the  utmofl  regret,  that  no  difpofition  to  coun- 
teract thefe  repeated  infractions  of  treaties  and  aCts  of  violence 
was  manifefted  by  any  of  the  powers  mofl  immediately  inte- 
refled  in  preventing  them  ; and  his  majefly  therefore  felt 
that,  with  refpeCt  to  thefe  objects,  his  Single  efforts  could  not 
be  expelled  to  produce  any  considerable  advantage  to  thole 
in  wdiofe  favour  they  might  be  exerted. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  French  government  firft 
dillinCtly  advanced  the  principle,  that  his  inajefty  had  no  right 
to  complain  of  the  conduCt,  or  to  interfere  wdth  the  proceed- 
ings, of  France,  on  any  point  which  did  not  form  a part  of 
the  llipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens*  That  treaty  was  un- 
queflionably  founded  upon  the  lame  principle  as  every  other 
antecedent  treaty  or  convention,  on  the  affumption  of  the  flate 
of  poffellion  and  of  engagements  fubfifling  at  the  time  of  its 
conclufion  ; and  if  that  hate  of  poffeflion  and  of  engagements 
is  materially  affeCted  by  the  voluntary  aCt  of  any  of  the  parties. 
So  as  to  prejudice  the  condition  on  which  the  other  party  lias 
entered  into  the  contract,  the  change  fo  made,  maybe  consi- 
dered as  operating  virtually  as  a breach  of  the  treaty  itfelf,  and 
as  giving  the  party  aggrieved  a right  to  demand  fatisfa&ion  or 
compenfation  for  any  fubilantial  difference  which  fuch  aCts 
may  have  effected  in  their  relative  Situations  ; but  whatever 
may  be  the  principle  on  which  the  treaty  is  to  be  conSidered  as 
founded,  there  is  indisputably  a general  law  of  nations,  which, 
though  liable  to  be  limited,  explained,  or  rellrained  by  con- 
ventional law,  is  antecedent  to  it,  and  is  that  law  or  rule  of 
conduCt  to  which  all  Sovereigns  and  il'ates  have  been  accultoin* 
ed  to  appeal,  where  conventional  law  is  admitted  to  have 
been  Silent* 

The  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  every  other  treaty,  in  provid- 
ing for  the  obje&s  to  which  it  is  particularly  directed,  does 
not  therefore  affume  or  imply  an  indifference  to  all  other  ob- 
jects which  are  not  Specified  in  its  llipulations,  much  leSs  does 
it  adjudge  them  to  be  of  a nature  to  be  left  to  the  will  and  ca-d 
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price  of  the  violent  and  the  powerful*  The  juftice  of  the  caufe 
is  alone  a fulheient  ground  to  warrant  the  interpofition  of  any 
of  the  powers  of  Europe  in  the  differences  which  may  arife 
between  other  (fates,  and  the  application  and  extent  of  that 
jult  interpofition  is  to  be  determined  folely  by  confiderations 
of  prudence.  Tliefe  principles  can  admit  of  no  difpute  ; but 
if  the  new  and  extraordinary  pretenfions  advanced  by  the 
French  government,  to  exclude  his  majefty  from  any  right 
to  interfere  with  refpedt  to  the  concerns  of  other  powers,  un- 
lefs  they  made  a fpecific  part  of  the  ftimjlations  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  was  that  which  it  was  pollible  tomaintain,  thofe 
powers  would  have  a right,  at  lead,  to  claim  the  benefit  of 
this  principle,  in  every  cafe  of  difference  between  the  two 
countries  The  indignation  of  all  Europe  mud  furely  then 
be  excited  by  the  declarations  of  the  French  government,  that, 
in  the  event  of  hoftilities,  thefe  very  powers  who  were  no 
party  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  who  were  not  allowed  to 
derive  any  advantage  from  the  remondrances  of  his  majefty 
in  their  behalf,  are  neverthelefs  to  be  made  the  vidfims  of  a 
war  which  is  alleged  to  arife  out  of  the  fame  treaty,  and  are 
to  be  facrificed  in  a conted.  which  they  not  only  have  not 
occafioned,  but  which  they  have  had  no  means  \yhateyer  of 
preventing. 

His  majefty  judged  it  mod  expedient,  under  the  circum- 
fiances  which  then  affected  Europe,  to  abdain  from  a recur^ 
rence  to  hodiiiiies  on  account  of  the  views-  of  ambition  and 
a£fs  of  aggredion  manifeded  by  France  on  the  continent ; 
‘yet  an  experience  of  the  character  and  diipcfitions  of  the 
French  government  could  not  fail  to  imprefs  his  majedy  with 
a fenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  increafed  vigilance  for  guarding  the 
rights  and  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  in  protecting  the  jnte- 
reds  of  his  people. 

Whilft  his  majedy  was  sjfluated  by  thefe  fentiments,  he 
was  called  upon  by  the  French  government  to  evacuate  the 
Ifland  of  Malta. His  majedy  had  manifeded,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  the  fignature  of  the  definitive  treaty,  an  anxious  dif- 
pofition  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  deputations  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  relative  to  that  ifland.  As  loon  as  he  was  informed 
that  an  election  of  a grand  mailer  had  taken  place,  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  Emperor  of  Rufiia  and  that  it  had  been  agreed 
by  the  different  priories  affembled  at  St,  Peterfburgh  to  ac- 
knowledge the  perfon  -whom,  the  epurt  of  Rome  fiiould  fe- 
le£t  out  of  thole  who  had  been  named  by  them  to  be  grand 
mader  of  the  order  of  St.  John,  his  majefty  propofed  to  the 
French  government,  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding  any  difficul- 
ties which  might  arife  in  the  execution  of  the  arrange- 
ment, to  acknowledge  that  eledlion  to  be  valid  , and  when, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  French  government  applied  to 
hismajefty  to  permit  the  Neapolitan  troops  to  be  fent  to  the 
jfland  of  Malta,  as  a preliminary  meafure  for  preventing  any 
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unneceflary  delay,  his  majefty  conferred  without  hefitation 
to  this  propofal,  and  gave  directions  for  the  admiflion  of  the 
Neapolitan  troops  into  the  ifland.  His  majefty  had  thus  (he\yn 
his  difpoiition  not  only  to  throw  no  obftacle  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  the  treaty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  facilitate  the  j 
execution  of  it  by  every  means  in  his  power.  His  majefty 
cannot,  however,  admit,  that  at  any  period  ftnee  the  conclubon  '■ 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  French  government  have  had 
a right  to  call  upon  him,  in  conformity  to  the  imputations  of  : 
that  treaty,  to  withdraw  his  forces  from  tne  ifland  of  Malta. 
At  the  time  when  this  demand  was  made  by  the  French  go- 
vernment, feveral  of  the  moll  important  flipulations  of  the 
arrangement  refpeding  Malta  remained  unexecuted  : the  election 
of  a grand  mafter  had  not  been  carried  into  effe£t~The 
tenth  article  had  fiipulated  that  the  independence  of  the  ifland 
fhould  be  placed  under  the  guarantee  and  protection  of  Great  < 
Britain,  France,  Auftria,  Ruffia,  Spain,  and  Pruflia.  The  j 

Emperor  of  Germany  had  acceded  to  the  guarantee,  but  only  ‘ 

on  condition  of  a like  acceffion  on  the  part  of  the  other  1 
powers  fpecified  in  the  article.  TJie  Emperor  of  Ruffia  hadre- 
iufed  his  acceffion,  except  on  the  condition  that  the  Maltefe 
langue  ffiould  be  abrogated;  and  the  King  of  Pruflia  had 
given  no  anfwer  whatever  to  the  application  which  had  been 

made  to  him  to  accede  to  the  arrangement.  But  the  fun-  . 

damental  principle,  upon  the  exiftence  of  which  depended  the 
execution  of  the  other  parts  of  the  article,  had  been  defeated  • 
by  the  'changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  conftitution  of  j 
the  order  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  It  was  ) 
to  the  order  of  St  John  of  Jerufalem  that  his  majefty  was,  j 
by  the  firft  ftipulation  of  the  loth  article,  bound  to  reftore  j 
the  ifland  q!  Malta.  The  order  is  defined  to  coni  ft  of  thofe  j 
langues  which  were  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  e^nclufion  J 
of  the  treaty  : The  three  French  langues  having  been  abo-  1 
iiflied,  and  a Maltefe  langue  added  to  the  inftitution.  The  I 
order  confifted,  therefore,  at  that  time  of  the  following  langues,  j 
of  Arragon,  Caftile,  Germany,  Bavaria,  and  Ruffia.  Since  | 
the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  languesNof  Arragon  I 
and  Caftile  have  been  feparated  from  the  order  by  Spain,  a 
part  of  the  Italian  langue  has  been  abolifhed  by  the  annex-  , 
ation  of  Piedmont  and  Parma  to  France.  There  is  ftrong 
reafon  to  believe  that  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  fequei-  I 
trate  the  property  of  the  Bavarian  langue,  and  the  intention 
has  been  avow’ed  of  keeping  the  Ruffian  langues  within  the] 
dominions  of  the  emperor. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the  order  cf  St.  John  cannot  j 
now  be  considered  as  that  body  to  which,  according  to  the  fti- 
pulations  of  the  treaty,  the  ifland  was  to  be  reflored  ; and 
the  funds  indifpenfably  necefiary  for  its  fupport,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  independence  of  that  ifland,  have  been  I 
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nearly,  if  not  wholly,  fequeftered.  Even  if  this  had  arifen 
from  Vircum (lances  which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  of 
the  contracting  parties  to  the  treaty  to  controul,  his  majefty 
would  neveythelefs  have  had  a right  to  defer  the  evacuation 
of  the  ifland  by  his  forces,  until  fuch  time  as  an  equivalent 
arrangement  had  been  concluded  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
independence  of  the  order  and  of  the  ifland.  But  if  thefe 
changes  have  taken  place  in  coniequence  of  any  a£Is  of  the 
other  parties  to  the  treaty  j if  the  French  government  ixiail 
appear  to  have  proceeded  upon  a fyftem  of  rendering  the 
order  whofe  independence  they  had  ftipuhted,  incapable 
of  maintaining  that  independence,  his  majefty’s  right  to 
continue  in  the  occupation  of  the  ifland,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  will  hardly  be  contefted.  It  is  indifputable,  that 
the  revenues  of  the  two  Spanifh  langues  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  order  of  his  Catholic  majefty  ; a part  of  the 
Italian  langue  has  in  fad;  been  abolifhed  by  France,  through 
the  unjuft  annexation  of  Piedmont  and  Parma,  and  Placentia, 
to  the  French  territory.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  has  been 
inftigated  by  the  French  government  to  fequeftrate  the  pro- 
perty of  the  order  within  his  territories  ; and  it  is  certain 
that  they  have  not  only  functioned,  but  encouraged  the  idea 
of  the  propriety  of  Separating  the  Ruflian  langues  from 
the  remainder  of  the  order.  As  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ments of  France  and  Spain,  have  therefore  in  fome  in* 
fiances  diredly,  and  in  others  indiredly,  contributed  to 
the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  order,  and  thus 
deftroyed  its  means  of  fupporting  its  independence,  it  is  to 
thofe  governments,  and  not  to  his  majefty,  that  the  non- 
execution of  the  ioth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  mull 
be  afcribed. 

Such  would  be  the  juft  cohcluflon,  if  the  tenth  article 
of  that  treaty  were  confidered  as  an  arrangement  by  itfelf. 
It  mull  be  obferved,  however,  .that  this  article  forms  a part 
only  of  a treaty  of  peace,  the  whole  of  which  is  connected 
together,  and  the  ftipulations  of  which  mult,  upon  a prin- 
ciple common  to  all  treaties,  be  conftrued  as  having  a refe- 
rence to  each  other. 

His  majefty  was  induced  by  the  treaty  of  peace  to  con- 
fent  to  abandon,  and  to  reftore  to  the  Order  of  St.John  the 
ifland  of  Malta,  on  condition  of  its  independence  and  neu- 
trality.—But  a further  condition  which,  mud  neceflarily  be 
fuppofed  to  have  had  confiderable  influence  with  his  rftajefty 
in  inducing*  him  to  make  io  important  a conceflion,  was  the 
acquiefcence  of  the  French  government  in  an  arrangement 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  Levant,  by  the  eighth  and  ninth  ar- 
ticles in  the  treaty,  ftipulating  the  integrity  of  the  Turkifh 
'empire,  and  the  independence  of  the  Ionian  iflands.  His 
majefty  has  however,  fiqce  learnt,  that  the  French  govern- 
. , merit 
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pnrut  have  entertained  views  hoftile  to  both  thefe  obje&s  ; 
and  that  they  have  even  luggefted  the  idea  of  a partition 
of  the  Turkifh  empire.  Thefe  views  mult  now  be  manifeft 
to  all  the  world,  from  the  official  publication  of  the  report  of 
Colonel  Sebalhani  *,  from  the  conduct  of  that  officer,  and 
of  the  other  French  agents  in  Fgypt,  Syria,  and  the  Ionian 
Iflands,  and  from  the  diltin£t  admiffion  of  the  Firft  Conful 
himfelf,  in  ' his  communication  with  Lord  Whitworth. 
His  majefty  was,  therefore,  warranted  in  confidering  it  to  be 
the  determination  of  the  French  government  to  violate  thofe 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  ftipuiated  for  the  inte-r 
grity  and  independence  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  and  of  the 
Ionian  Iflands,  and  confequently  he  would  not  be  juftified  in 
evacuating  the  ifland  of  Malta,  without  receiving  fome  other 
fecurity,  which  might  equally  provide  for  thofe  important  ob* 
je£ls.  His  majefty  accordingly  feels  that  he  has  an  incon- 
teftible  claim,  in  confequenceof  theconduft  of  France  fince  the 
treaty  of  peace,  and  with  reference  to  the  objects  which  made 
part  of  the  ftipulations  cf  that  treaty,  to  refufe,  under  the 
prefqnt  cireurnftances,  to  relinquifh  the  polleffion  of  the 
ifland  of  Malta. 

Yet  notwithftanding  this  right,  fo  clear  and  fo  unqueftion- 
able,  the  alternative  prefented  by  the  French  government  to 
his  majefty,  in  language  the  molt  peremptory  and  menacing, 
was  the  evacuation  of  Malta,  or  the  renewal  of.  war.  If  the 
views  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement,  which  have  thus  been 
manifefted  by  the  French  government  fince  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  have  in  fo  very  particular  a manner  at- 
tracted the,  attention  of  his  majefty,  it  has  been  equally  im- 
poffible  for  him  not  to  feel,  and  not  to  notice,  the  repeated  ins- 
dignities  which  have  been  offered  by  that  government  to  hi* 
crown,  and  to  his  people. 

The  report  of  Colonel  Sebaftianj  contains  the  mod  unwar* 
rantable  infinuations  and  charges  againft  his  majefty’s  govern- 
ment, againft  the  officer  who  commanded  his  forces  in  Egypt* 
and  againft  the  Britiffi  army  in  that  quarter.*— This  paper  can- 
not be  confidered  as  the  publication ‘of  a private  individual  $ 
it  has  been  avowed,  and  indeed  bears  evidence  upon  the  face 
of  it,  that  it  is  the  official  report  of  an  accredited  agent,  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  authority  of  the  government  to  which  it  was  adr 
dreffed,  who  thereby  have  given  it  their  exprefs  fan&ion. 

This  report  had  been  publifhed  a very  fhort  time,  when 
another  indignity  was  offered  to  this  country  in  the  communi-r 
cation  of  the  Firft  Conful  of  France  to  the  Legidative  Body. 
In  this  communication  he  prefumes  to  affirm,  in  the  charader 
of  chief  magiftrate  of  that;  country,  " That  Qreat  Britain  can- 
not fingly  contend  againft  the  power  of  France  an  affer- 
tion  as  unfounded  as  it  is  indecent,  difproved  by  the  events  of 
many  wars,  and  by  none  more  than  by  thofe  of  the  war  which 
been  recently  Concluded.  Sucly  an  affertiqn,  advanced  in 
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the  moft  folcmn  official  a£l  of  a government,  and  thereby 
meant  to  be  avowed  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  can  be  conli- 
dered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a defiance  publicly  offered  to  his 
majefty,  and  to  a brave  and  powerful  people,  who  are  both  wil- 
ling and  able  to  defend  his  juft  rights#  and  thol'e  of  their 
country,  'againft  every  infult  and  aggreflion. 

The  conduct  of  the  Firft  Gonful  to  his  majefty’s  ambaffador 
at  his  audience#  in  prefence  of  the  minifters  of  moft  of  the 
fovereigns  and  ftates  of  Europe,  furnifhes  another  inftance  of 
provocation  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  which  it 
would  be  improper  not  to  notice  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and 
the  fubfequent  explanation  of  this  tranfadtion  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  having  the  elfedt  of  aggravating  inftead  ol  palliating 
the  affront. 

At  the  very  time  when  his  majefty  was  demanding  fatis*- 
fadtion  and  explanation  on  fome  of  the  points  above-mention- 
ed, the  French  minifter  at  Hamburgh  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  insertion  in  a Hamburgh  paper  of  a moft  grofs  and  oppro- 
brious libel  againft  his  majefty  ; and  when  difficulties  were 
made  refpedfing  the  infertion  of  it,  he  availed  himfelf  of  his 
official  character  of  minifter  of  the  French  republic,  to  require 
the  publication  of  it  by  order  of  his  government  in  the  gazette 
of  the  i'enate  of  that  town.  With  this  requifition  fo  made,  the 
fenate  of  Hamburgh  were  induced  to  comply  ; and  thus  has 
the  independence  of  that  town  been  violated,  and  a free  ftate 
made  the  inftrument,  by  the  menace  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, of  propagating  throughout  Europe,  upon  their  autho- 
rity, the  moft  offenfive  and  unfounded  calumnies  againft  his 
majefty  and  his  government.-  His  majefty  might  add  to  this  lift 
of  indignities,  the  requifition  which  the  French  government 
have  repeatedly  urged,  that  the  laws  & conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try ffiould  be  changed  relative  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  His 
majefty  might  likewife  add  the  calls  which  the- French  govern- 
ment have  on  feveral  occafions  made  upon  him  to  violate  the 
laws  of  hofpitality  with  refpedl  to  perfons  who  had  found  an 
afylum  within  his  dominions,  and  againft  whole  conduct  no 
charge  whatever  has  at  any  time  beeirfubftantiated.  It  is  im- 
poffible  to  refleft  on  thefe  different  proceedings,  and  the  courfe 
which  the  French  government  have  thought  proper  to  adopt 
refpeefing  them,  v.ithout  the  thorough  conviction  that  they 
are  not  the  effect  of  accident  ; but  that  they  form  a part  of 
a fyllem  which  has  been  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  degrading, 
vilifying,  and  infulting  his  majefty  and  his  government 

Under  all  thefe  infulisand  provocations,  his  majefty,  not  with- 
out a due  fenfe  of  his  dignity,  had  proceeded  with  every  degree  of 
temper  and  moderation  to  obtain  fat  is  faction  and  redrefs,  while 
he  has  neglected  no  means  conliiient  with  his  honour  and  the 
fafety  of  his  dominions,  to  induce  the  government  of  France 
to  concede  to  him,  what  is,  in  his  judgment,  absolutely  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  future  tranquility  of  Europe.  His  efforts  in 
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this  refpeft  have  proved  abortive,  and  he  has  therefore  Judged  it 
.neceffary  to  order  his  ambaffador  to  leave  Paris.  In  having  re- 
courfe  to  this  proceeding,  it  has  been  his  majefty's  object  to  put 
an  end  to  the  fruitlefs  difcuffions  which  have  too  long  fubliited 
between  the  two  governments,  and  to  clofe  a period  of  fufpenfe 
peculiarly  injurious  to  the  fubjetfs  of  his  majefty. 

But  though  the  provocations  which  his  majefty  has  receiv- 
ed might  entitle  him  to  larger  claims  than  thofe  which  he  has 
advanced,  -yet  anxious  to  prevent  calamities  which  might  thus 
be  extended  to  every  part  of  Europe,  he  is  ftill  willing,  as  far 
as  is  confident  with  his  own  honour,  and  the  interefts  of  his 
people,  to  afford  every  facility  to  any  juft  and  honourable 
arrangement,  by  which  fuch  evils  may  be  averted.  He  has 
therefore,  no  difficulty  in  declaring  to  all  Europe,  that  not 
withftanding  all  the  changes  which  have  taken  nlace  fince  the 
treaty  of  peace,  notwithftanding  the  exten lion  of  the  power  of 
France,  in  repugnance  to  that  treaty,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  peace 
itfelf,  his  majefty  will  not  avail  himfelf  of  thefe  circumltances, 
to  demand  in  compenfation  all  that  he  is  intitled  to  require, 
but  will  be  ready  to  concur,  even  now,  in  an  arrangement  by 
which  fatisfaction  ffiall  be  given  to  him,  for  the  indignities 
which  have  been  offered  to  his  crown  and  to  his  people,  and 
fubftantial  fecurity  afforded  againft  further  encroachments  on  the 
part  of  France. 

His  majefty  has  thus  diftinffly  and  irnrefervedly  ftated  the 
reafons  of  thofe  proceedings  to  which  he  has  found  himfelf 
compelled  to  refort.  He  is  actuated  by  no  difpofition  to  inter- 
fere in  the  internal  concerns  of  any  other  ftate  ; by  no  projects 
cf  conqueft  and  aggrandizement  ; but  folely  by  a fenfe  of  what 
is  due  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  interefts  of  his  people, 
and  by  an  anxious  delire  to  obftrucl  the  further  progrels  of  a iyf- 
tem,  which  it  not  refilled,  may  prove  fatal  to  every  part  of  the 
civilized  world. 
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